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Tymoshenko goes 
through a legal 
merry-go-round 


Released, then re-arrested, 


then re-arrest order eeneweee 


(UkrNews/RFE/RL/Eastern 
Economist/Kyiv Post)—Former 
Deputy Premier Yulia Tymoshenko 
is going through a legal merry-go- 
round. 

Released from jail March 27 af- 
ter a decision by a Kyiv District 
Court, she was re-arrested March 30 
after prosecutors managed to get the 
Kyiv City Court to reverse the ear- 
lier decision, then that order, was, 
in turn, suspended by the Supreme 
Court of Ukraine, April 2. 

The Supreme Court said it has 
suspended the arrest at least until it 
considers an appeal _ by 
Tymoshenko’s lawyers, reported 
Reuters. 

“We need to study the case to de- 
cide on the appeal and taking this 
into account, I believe it is neces- 
Sary to suspend implementing the 
Kiev city court’s ruling,” the court 
said in the ruling signed by its chair- 
man, Vitaly Boiko. 

The agency quoted a Fatherland 
Party activist as saying that 
Tymoshenko’s hospital room is still 
being guarded. 

Meanwhile, in a telephone inter- 
view with RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service on April 3, President Leonid 
Kuchma said he does not believe 
that Tymoshenko can lead Ukraine. 

“T rule that out as of now. There 
is no woman on the Olympus [of 
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Former deputy Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko sits in her room at a 
private hospital in Kyiv, March 30. 
REUTERS/Alexander Prokopenko. 


Ukrainian politics] who could attract 
attention with positive ideas, witha 
constructive position, with her work, 
with her devotedness to Ukraine, 
and not with her own interests,” 
Kuchma told RFE/RL. 

Tymoshenko was re-arrested on 
March 30, after the Kyiv City Court 
complied with an appeal from the 
Prosecutor-General’s Office to can- 
cel a district court’s order to release 
her three days earlier. 

Oleksandr Turchynov, head of the 
parliamentary caucus of Tymo- 
shenko’s Fatherland Party, said the 
hospital ward where Tymoshenko is 
currently staying had been sealed off 
by guards. 

According to Turchynov, Tymo- 
shenko was re-arrested on Kuch- 
ma’s “direct order,” AP reported. 

Turchynov added that the arrest 
is intended to undermine the planned 
talks between the opposition and the 
president. 

He said that the court sitting, 
which lasted about an hour, began 
as soon as the Parliamentary Assem- 
bly of the Council of Europe delega- 
tion headed by Hanna Severinsen 
departed Kyiv at approximately 
21:00. Tymoshenko’s lawyers were 
not invited to the sitting. 

At about 22:30 March 30, a po- 
lice guard was placed by the room 
in the Medikom hospital where 
Tymoshenko is currently recovering 
her health. 

Deputy PG Mykola Obikhod con- 
firmed that the decision was indeed 
made by the court and that conse- 
quently, Tymoshenko was “taken 
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ФОТО - РОМАН ПЕТРІВ 
Куць, Г. Гізовська, С. Йопик, Т. Воротиленко, 


Паска красна нас вітає 


Леся Петрів 

Весело неначе сонце, своїми жовто-золотавими 
голівками святково посміхаються на столі паски. 
Одна краща за другу. Ї це мистецтво з тіста 
виробляють членкині Організації Українок 
Канади, приготовляючись до свого перед- 
Великоднього ярмарку. 

Здавалося, що в суботу хотілось би трохи 
довше полежати, або приділити більше часу для 
себе. А тут тобі і позбігались жінки як бджоли 
до меду вранці до УНО, ніби там щось роздавали 
безплатно. Вони прийшли, за покликом свого 
серця і душі, щоб дальше продовжувати ті 
традиції, які привезли зі собою їхні батьки, діди 
і прадіди. 

Що таке Пасха? Величний, світлий день 
прийшов до нас із Нового Завіту, а саме слово 
«Пасха» походить від назви старозаповітнього 
свята, яке відзначали іудеї в пам'ять про 
звільнення від єгипетського полону. Пасхальний 


агнець євреїв став прообразом Христа, тому 
Христос ще іменується Агнцем Божим, Агнцем 
Пасхальним, Пасхою. За біблійним сюжетом, 
Ісус Христос воскрес рано-вранці, i це воскре- 
сіння супроводжувалось великим землетрусом; 
то ангел небесний відвалив камінь від дверей 
Гробу Господнього. На світанку жінки - 
мироносниці Марія Магдалина, Марія, мати Якова 
та Соломонія прийшли до гробу з ароматами, 
щоб обмастити тіло Їсуса, але побачили відва- 
лений камінь і порожній гроб, і тоді схвильованим 
жінкам з'явився ангел і сповістив про Воскресіння 
Господнє. 

А з давніх давен паска вважалась головним 
печивом на Великдень. Якщо паска вдавалась, 
то була гордість господині на все село. Вдала 
паска - то був прогноз на цілий рік для цілої 
сім'ї. А паски в жінок і справді вдались. Тому 
всім добрим людям бажаєм радості і смачної 
паски. 


Чому виникають катастрофічні 
повені на Закарпатті? 


Василь Зілгалов 

(Радіо «Свобода»)--Сьогодні з упевненістю 
можна сказати, що внаслідок тяжких повеней 
90-х років на Закарпатті певна група закарпат- 
ських так званих «ділків» і їхніх високопосадових 
покровителів у Києві «загребли» не один мільйон 
долярів. Ї сталося це з двох причин: по-перше, 
далеко не завжди цільові гроші для будівництва 
протиповеневих систем і зміцнення русел закар- 
патських річок ішли за призначенням; по-друге, 
продаж цінних порід закарпатського лісу за 
кордон набрав у 90-і роки характеру вакханалії. 

Досить солідну історичну документацію про 
повені на закарпатських ріках зібрав ужгород- 


ський доктор біологічних наук Їван Турянин. 
Починаючи з другої половини 18 століття, він 
зафіксував на основі історичних джерел понад 
24 масштабні стихійні лиха, що їх спричинили 
карпатські річки Тиса, Тересва, Теребля, Боржава, 
Ріка, Латориця і Уж. Цікаво, що за 20 століття 
таких повеней сталося 19, за угорської влади - 
2, за чехословацької - 1, і за рядянських часів 
- 12 повеней та в час незалежної України - 
вже чотири. 
i лише чехи досягли певних успіхів у боротьбі 
з цим стихійним лихом на Закарпатті. Їхня 
адміністрація в краї врахувала гіркий досвід часів 
Прод. на ст. 2 
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ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 
HAPPY EASTER! 
З ВЕЛИКОДНЕЮ РАДІСТЮ і ВЕСНОЮ 
ВІТАЄМО УКРАЇНСЬКУ ГРОМАДУ 


Бажаємо щастя i всього добра членам 
та прихильникам які невтомно i 
добровільно допомагають здійснювати 
завдання i проєкти ССУК. 

We wish happiness and all success to all 
benefactors and volunteers who help us to 
accomplish our programs and projects. 
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КРЕДИТОВА СПІЛК А"СОЮЗ" 
бажає всім нашим членам 


ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ 
Воскресення Христового 


Happy Easter from So-Use Credit Union 
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Чому виникають катастрофічні 
повені на Закарпатті? 


Прод. із ст. 1 

Угорщини і повені 1902 та 1909 років, тому з 
1919 по 1939 роки Прага профінансувала будів- 
ництво капітальних дамб із бетону, бутових блоків, 
шліфованого андезиту на понад тисячу кілометрів 
русел закарпатських річок. Досвід лише однієї 
руйнівної повені 1933 року змусив чеську адмініс- 
трацію критично переглянути програму вирубу- 
вання лісів та відновлення карпатських насаджень 
i також будівництво регулювальних мініелектрос- 
танцій на Тисі, Тереблі і Ріці. Війна і прихід ра- 
дянських військ завадили реалізації цих плянів. Ї 
тоді як радянська влада спромоглася збудувати 
лише один із чеських мініпроєктів водорегулюван-- 
ня - Теребле-Ріцьку ГЕС, а разом із тим роз- 
горнула шалене вирубування лісів і розвиток 
лісохімії з її смертельними фенолами, то на 
Словаччині після війни реалізували свою частину 
водорегулювальної програми 30-х років і забули 
про повені. 

За словами ужгородського доктора біологічних 
наук, професора Василя Комендара, за 40 після- 
воєнних років у Карпатах перерубано майже 20 
мільйонів кубічних метрів деревини понад науково 
обгрунтовану норму. Звідси й особливо руйнівні 
повені 1947, 1964, 1970, 1980 років. 

А у 90-i роки, у часи вже незалежної України, 
в закарпатські ліси кинулися тисячі так званих 
лісокористувачів, які прагнули одного - вирубати 
побільше, якісніших порід 1... поближче до доріг. 
Мукачівський журналіст Юрій Кремінь уважає, 
що особлива заслуга у небаченому за повоєнні 
часи вирубуванні, яке сталося в ці 90-і, належить 


тодішньому керівникові області Сергієві Устичеві. 
З 1992 по 1998 роки десятки ешелонів із закар- 
патським кругляком відправлялися за кордон. 
Додамо, що квадратний метр букового шпону. з 
карпатського короля лісів - бука коштує на 
міжнародному ринку як мінімум 200 долярів. 
Усі 90-і чимало так званих лісобізнесменів тільки 
тим і займалися, що масово продавали за кордон 
не лише кругляк чи шпон, але й насіння цінних 
порід дерев із Карпатського заповідника, надзви- 
чайно ціновану в медицині сировину рози аралі- 
євої, чи, як його називають у народі, «золотого 
коренія», та інші ходові дари закарпатських лісів. 

А тим часом, за словами закарпатського 
академіка Федора Гамори, «Масова суцільна 
вирубка лісів гірської частини Карпат призвела 
до того, що сьогодні молодняком і середньо- 
віковими насадженнями вкрито 70 відсотків. Тоді 
як відомо, що лісова екосистема в повній мірі 
виконує водорегулювання луше у віці 100 і 
більше років». 

Їнший академік - Михайло Голубець уважає, 
що глибокі антропогенні зміни біопокрову Карпат 
зумовили збільшення поверхньового стоку з гір 
у чотири рази. 

Той же Юрій Кремінь, мукачівський журналіст, 
стверджує, що у 1990-1998 роках на площах 
суцільних вирубок узагалі не велося лісовіднов-- 
лення. Він також стверджує, що в той час, 
коли держава надавала мільйони й мільйони на 
будівництво добротних кам'яних укріплень русел 
рік, місцеві «хитруни» примудрилися нарощувати 
дамби глиною і сміттям. 


НАТО допомагає Україні ліквідувати 
наслідки стихійного лиха 


Славко Волинський 

(Радіо «Свобода»)- Пригадується, коли почат-- 
ком нинішнього року голова Верховної Ради Ук- 
раїни Їван Плющ уперше відвідав штаб-квартиру 
НАТО, він зробив для себе велике відкриття. 
Виявляється, НАТО займається не лише війсь- 
ковими справами і політикою, але й надає 
допомогу в запобіганні стихійних лих та ліквідації 
їхніх наслідків і, зокрема, допомагає в цій сфері 
Україні. Якщо ця інформація стала відкриттям 
для самого голови українського парляменту, то 
можна собі уявити, яке туманне уявлення мають 
про цю сторону діяльності НАТО пересічні 
українці. 

A тим часом представник Евроатлантичного 
Центру з координації та реагування на надзвичайні 
ситуації Вольфганг Країч заявив для Радіо 
«Свобода»: «Зараз Центр координує надання 
допомоги жителям Закарпаття, які потерпіли 
внаслідок повені. Вже на сьогодні до надання 
допомоги залучено 15 країн. Це країни-учасниці 
НАТО та партнери альянсу. До Закарпаття 


надіслано гуманітарну допомогу - харчі, одяг, 
медичне обладнання на загальну суму понад 
мільйон долярів; крім того спеціяльне обладнання 
для відкачування води із затоплених будівель. 
Це перше, що зробили і роблять в 
екстремальному порядку НАТО та кфраїни- 
партнери». ус 
Другим важливим елементом діяльності НАТО 
та країн-партнерів у запобіганні стихійних лих 
є розроблення науково- технічного проєкту, аби 
в майбутньому можна було уникати таких великих 
збитків від стихійного лиха. Приміром, зазначив 
Країч, Закарпаття зазнало лиха 1996, 1998 і 
тепер, 2001 року. Тому проєкт «Закарпаття» 
передбачає постійний метеорологічний моніторинг 
регіону, тобто спостереження за зміною погоди, 
клімату, опадами. Крім метеорологів, до проєкту 
залучаються вчені-гідрологи, які передбачатимуть 
поведінку річок під час повені, визначатимуть 
напрямки основних потоків води. В проєкті буде 
задіяно навіть космічні супутники, які з космосу 
фіксуватимуть природні зміни в Закарпатті. 


Хмара закликав прокуратуру притягти до 
кримінальної відповідальності Марчука 


Сергій Руденко 

(Радіо «Свобода») Голова Української консер- 
вативно-республіканської партії Степан Хмара 
в оприлюдненій для преси заяві закликав Гене- 
ральну прокуратуру притягти до кримінальної 
відповідальності секретаря Ради національної 
безпеки і оборони Євгена Марчука, а Президента 
України Леоніда Кучму - звільнити Марчука з 
цієї посади. 

Як заявив С. Хмара, подальше перебування 
Марчука на нинішній посаді загрожує національній 
безпеці України. 

Лідер УКРП навів низку аргументів, які, на 
його думку, мають свідчити про антизаконність 
дій секретаря Ради нацбезпеки і оборони. Однією 
з основних підстав для порушення кримінальної 
справи проти Марчука, як уважає Хмара, є 
приховування скандально відомої відеокасети зі 
свідченням офіцера МІВЦ про вбивство В'ячеслава 
Чорновола. 

В інтерв'ю для Радіо «Свобода» Хмара заявив: 
«Ніякої реакції на публічні повідомлення (заяви 
Анатолія Єрмака, Григорія Омельченка, Воло-- 
димира Олійника) стосовно обставин знищення 
В'ячеслава Чорновола досі Марчук не оприлюд- 
нив. Тобто він підлягає притягненню до кримі- 
нальної відповідальності за недонесення інформації 
- стаття 187 і 165». 


"С. Руденко: «У Вашій заяві йдеться про те, 
що Марчук причетний до розробки карально-- 
репресивних заходів проти українських патріотів 
9 березня. Чи Ви маєте якесь документальне 
підтвердження цьому?» 

С. Хмара: «Документального підтвердження 
немає, бо Рада національної безпеки не опри- 
люднює документальні речі, які вона розглядає. 
Але відомо, що за кілька днів це питання розгля-- 
далося на Раді нацбезпеки. До речі, публічно 
неодноразово Марчук висловлювався з цього 
приводу через ЗМІ, де зводив наклепи на 
опозицію... Ї його погрози в недільній програмі 
«7 днів» у бік політичних діячів, які нібито 
стоять за організацією безпорядків, хоча безпо- 
рядків ніяких не було... Тобто це є прямий 
натяк на погрози політичним діячам». 

С. Р. «Ви звертаєтесь до Генпрокурора 
порушити проти Марчука кримінальну справу?» 

С. X.: «Tak». 

С. P.: «Чи не означає це, що форум національ- 
ного порятунку відкидає кандидатуру Марчука 
як особу, яка веде підготовку до перегововір 
президента з опозицією?» 

С. X.: «Форум національного порятунку не 
цікавить, готується чи не готується влада до 
переговорів. Суб'єктом переговорів із форумом 
може бути лише президент, а кого він вибере в 
помічники - інша справа». 
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р & Da ‘judicial lottery’, lawyer says 


By Marco Levytsky 
With files from the UCC National Justice Committee 

The Denaturalization and Deportation (D & D) proc- 
ess is a ‘judicial lottery” in which the citizenship of a 
respondent depends upon “which judge you draw in 
the lottery,” said a leading authority on the process in 
Toronto, March 25. 

Ottawa lawyer Peter Doody, who is working on his 
third D & D defense, said that in two of the cases, judges 
found that before 1950 there was no legal authority to 
turn immigrants back for what they did during the war, 
and two judges who found that there was legal author- 
ity. 
Judges often disagree in their decisions, he noted, 
which is why you have courts of appeal which deter- 
mine what is the law. 

However, because there is no such appeal in D & D 
cases “no one knows what the law is.” 

“Tf we have a system without an appeal it looks like 
the rule of law doesn’t matter and if we live in a state 
where the rule of law doesn’t matter, then we’re in a 
very sad state indeed,” he noted. 

Doody was peaking before about 250 people gath- 
ered for a community information meeting about the 
Wasyl Odynsky case, organized by the Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian Congress National Justice Committee, at the 
Ukrainian Cultural Centre. 

March 2 Odynsky was found to have misrepresented 
himself upon entering Canada and could face deporta- 
tion under the D & D process even though Justice 
Andrew MacKay also found that he was innocent of 
any individual crimes and that his service was not vol- 
untary. 
“Mr. Odynsky’s case is a case which should raise 
public ire against this process because he didn’t do any- 
thing wrong and the judge found that,” said Doody. 

“Tt’s not a question of the evidence not being strong 
enough — there wasn’t any,” he added. 

Doody, who has also worked with the UCC in pre- 
paring briefs to present before the House of Commons 
on proposed changes to the Citizenship Act and the 
Crimes Against Humanity Act, said the judgement 
found that Odynsky tried to escape from the Germans, 
was imprisoned and threatened with death if he tried to 
escape again. 

Odynsky was found “on the balance of probabilities” 
to have misrepresented himself because the only secu- 
rity officer to testify in the case was one who didn’t 
start working in Europe until 1951 and relied upon what 
others told him happened in 1949, noted Doody. 

He said the judge was “relying upon Odynsky’s lack 
of memory over what happenned 50 years ago” because 
he reached his conclusion that Odynsky must have lied 
to a short question — otherwise a longer discussion 
would have ensued which he would have remembered. 

“These cases are not about war crimes any more, 
despite the fact that they are prosecuted by the War 
Crimes Unit of the Department of Justice of the Gov- 
ernment of Canada, despite the fact that for the people 
of Canada, that’s all they’re about. The Government 
has stopped, in most cases, even alleging that the indi- 

viduals involved committed any crimes during the war. 

“These are about, supposedly, the government try- 
ing to prove that, when they were interviewed before 
coming to Canada 50 years ago, these citizens didn’t 
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“If we have a system without an appeal it looks 
like the rule of law doesn’t matter and if we 
live in a state where the rule of law doesn’t 
matter, then we’re in a very sad state indeed,” 

Peter Doody 
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answer a question truthfully despite the fact that in all 
the cases they don’t have any witnesses who have been 
able to testify to what any of the people were asked 
and despite the fact that although documents were cre- 
ated when they were questioned... those notes were... 
intentionally... destroyed.” 

He urged the Ukrainian community to continue fight- 
ing the unfairness of the process. 

He also said that this issue is not just an issue for the 
Ukrainian community, even though “members of the 
Ukrainian community seem to have been the focus of 
more of these notices of revocation of citizenship than 
any other community, perhaps because the evidence 
comes from the KGB, and the KGB has a greater dis- 
like of Ukrainians than other groups.” 

Odynsky’s daughter, Olya Odynsky Grod, stated that 
given the very “mixed message” headlines in the main- 
stream Canadian press, understandably there is quite a 
bit of confusion on this issue. 

She went on to say that many people have called 
and asked what they can do to help Odynsky. 

“Tf ever there was a time to write a letter it is now. 
(Immigration and Citizenship Minister) Elinor Caplan, 
the Prime Minister, your MP and cabinet ministers need 
to know how you feel about the possibility of Wasyl 
Odynsky’s citizenship being revoked.” 

She cited the many articles in the press in favour of 
Odynsky, all of which were written by non Ukrainian 
Canadians. 

“We are very heartened by all the positive letters”. 
Olya went on to thank all who assisted Wasyl Odynsky 
financially. 

“We could never have afforded to take the court to 
Ukraine to hear the witnesses. We truly believed that 
this helped to convince Justice MacKay that Odynsky 
was not a collaborator, not a Nazi, and that he had never 
harmed anybody anywhere,” she said. 

“One of the most positive outcomes of this case is 
the fact that we have on the court record — an accu- 
rate account of Ukrainian history in Ivano-Frankivsk 
in 1943-1944 and the forced conscription of young 
Ukzainian men. The judges findings can and most likely 
will be used by future researches and historians. Thanks 
to the extremely professional and competent work of 
Prof. Subtelny as well as the research of many dedi- 
cated individuals we have documents, records, state- 
ments and briefs that can now be used in the defence 
of any other unfortunate individuals who may be caught 
in the web of Denaturalization and Deportation.” 

Master of Ceremonies for the afternoon was Roman 
Kosmyna, a member of the UCC — Toronto Branch, 
Justice Committee. : 

Lawyer Alexandra Chyczij moderated the question 
and answer period. 

Messages to MPs can be sent postage free at the fol- 
lowing address: House of Commons, Parliament Build- 
ings, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0A6 


Small Intimate Tours 


| 10th Anniversary ої Independence of Ukraine 


УКРАЇНСЬКА ФІРМА 


ROCK OF EUROPE 


Granite Monuments & Bronze Markers 
Пам'ятники з України та з інших країн 
Виготовляємо на замовлення 
Професійно виконуємо написи та різьбу 
Доступні ціни 


(416) 232-1250 


83 SIX POINT ROAD (SOUTH OF BLOOR OFF ISLINGTON) 
TORONTO, ON MBZ 2x3 


Веселих Великодніх Свят. Христос Воскрес! 


Кредитова спілка Св. Покрови 
(Торонто) 


St. Mary's (Toronto) Credit Union Ltd. 


« Усі види банківських рахунків: 
- чекові - ощадні - долярів США 
° Позики « Пенсійні плани 


832 Bloor St. West, Toronto, ОМ M6G 1M2| 4 Bellwoods Ave., Toronto, ОМ Мб) 2P3 


Tel.: (416) 537-2163 Tel.: (416) 504-8355 
Fax: (416) 537-7730 Fax: (416) 504-8355 


MARCH / БЕРЕЗЕНЬ 2001 


John Kuzio, Derwood, M.D, US 
John Moschuk, Mississauga, ON 
Rose Huzar, Oyen, AB 

John Nowosad, Winnipeg, MB 


$200.00 
Amdox Corporation, Brantford, ON 


William Wiwcharuk, Preceville, SK 


Nick Popiwchak,Sudbury, ON 

Tatiana Romanyshyn, Etobicoke,ON S. Mandryk, Sarnia, ON 
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Roman & Maria Kosmyna, John Podilchuk, Edmonton, AB 

Mississauga, ON Peter Danylewich, Laval, PQ 
520.09 Roy L Pachkowski, Bumaby, BC 
Gregory Martyn, Brossard, PQ William Chahley, Mississauga, ON 


M. Lewchuk, Edmonton, AB 


Jerry Melnyk, Toronto, ON 
$15.00 


55.00 

J. Kuzio, Kenora, ОМ 
Taras Bayda, Saskatoon, SK 

W. Scribner, Winnipeg, MB 

J. Federkewycz, Edmonton, AB 
John Majka, Mississauga, ON 

J. Maiwka, Vernon, BC 

Stefan Gorejko, Scarborough, ON 
Dmytro Melnyk, Hamilton, ON 
Stephen Andruchow, Hilliard, AB 
Olga Babij, Edmonton, AB 

5 3.00 


D. Petriw, Edmonton, AB 
Emest Michaleski, Dauphin, MB 
Walter Tyshko Winnipeg, MB 

T. Woloshyn, Mississauga, ON 

M. Melnyk, Brampton, ON 

Mike Dejneha, Kingston, ON 
Josephine Kozak, Calgary, AB 
Elsie Shelepiuk, Thunder Bay, ON 
Raymond & Sonia Batt, Edm., AB 


“Prosvita”, Lachine, PQ 
R. Batiuk, Edmonton, AB 


Mike Yanciw, Porcupine Plain, SK 


We sincerely thank 
all donors 


Ми щиро дякуємо 
всім жертводавцям 


ТУРИ В УКРАЇНУ ЧЕРЕЗ ЛЬВІВ ТА КИЇВ 


DEPARTURES 


CITIES 


May 28 - June 12 Kyiv 3, Kaniv І, Ternopil 3, Pochaiv, Ivano-Frankavsk 3, Chernivtsi 1, 


Kolomyia-Carpathian Mountains, Lviv 4. Tour Escort: Prof. Jaroslav Rozumny 


RETURN TO THE SOURCE: FOLK ARTS AND CULTURE TOUR OF UKRAINE | 
Kyiv 3, Kaniv 1, Perelaslav-Khmel'nytskyi, Ternopil 3, Kamianets-Podilskyi, 
Ivano-Frankivsk 4, Kolomyia-Carpathian Mountains, Lviv 4. 

Tour Escort: Mrs. Orysia Tracz. 

Kyiv 3, Kaniv 1, Ternopil 3, Pochaiv, Kamianets-Podilskyi, Ivano-Frankivsk 4, 


Kolomyia-Carpahtian Mountains, Lviv 4. 
Tour Escort: Mr. Andy Koshalanyk. 70% Sold Out. 


Eugene Czolij met March 26 with Ukrainian Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Anatoliy Zlenko, and the Ukrainian Ambassador to Canada, Dr. Yuri 
Scherbak, at 7 Rideau Gate, the Government of Canada official guest resi- 
dence. Representatives from the Ukrainian World Congress and the Presi- 
dent of the UCC Ottawa Branch also attended this meeting. 

During the course of their discussions, Eugene Czolij touched on a 
number of issues related to Canada-Ukraine relations, including the 10th 
anniversary of Ukrainian independence, and stressed the importance of 
dealing with the current situation in Ukraine in a timely, transparent and 
democratic fashion. 

“The UCC always welcomes the opportunity to meet with representa- 
tives from Ukraine”, said Czolij. “Through our discussions we continue 
to foster a dialogue between Canada and Ukraine which strengthens the 
special partnership between the two countries.” , 

Czolij, also joined former Governor General Ramon John Hnatyshyn, 
Peter Stollery, Chair of the Senate Standing Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs, Raynell Andreychuk, Deputy Chair of the Senate Standing Commit- 

tee on Foreign Affairs, well known businessman James C. Temerty and 
other senior Government officials for a luncheon hosted by the Canadian 
Government on the occasion of Zlenko’s visit . 

“These types of functions are very beneficial and strengthen the special 
partnership between Canada and Ukraine,” said Czolij. 


$3,170.00 
July 30 - August 14 
$3,310.00 
August 8 - August 24 
Kyiv 3, Kaniv 1, Ternopil 3, Pochaiv, Kamianets-Podilskyi, Ivano-Frankivsk 4, 


Kolomyia-Carpathian Mountains, Lviv 4. 
Tour Escort: Mrs. Irene Zadravec. 


August 20 - September 4 


A nonrefundable deposit of $250 is required at time of booking. 

Prices for departure from other Canadian and USA cities available. 

Opportunity to extend your stay to visit family members after the tour can be arranged at no extra cost. 
Options to visit family members can be arranged. Air only available Winnipeg-Lviv From $1,138.00. 
Air only available Winnipeg-Kyiv From $1,138.00. Prepaid airfares Lviv-Toronto-Lviv From $1,145.00. 
All prices are subject to change without notice. 

Single supplement is $350.00 per person. 


TOUR PRICES I 17) : AIR FARE, ACCOMMODATION, ALL MEALS WITHIN UKRAINE, TRANSPORTATION 
For more information contact: Irene Zadravec: THOMAS COOK - REGENT TRAVEL 


11-850 Keewatin, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2R 025 
Bus. tel.: (204) 988-5100 - Res. (204) 334-1256. OUT OF TOWN CALL COLLECT. 
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Привіт і святочні 
побажання з приводу 
радісного празника 
Христового Воскресення! 


Архиєпископ Михаїл, Митрополит Українських Католиків Канади 

Святіший Отець Папа Їван Павло II у своєму апостольському 
листі «Вступаючи в Нове Тисячоліття», написаному по 
закінченню Виликого Ювілейного Року 2000, запрошує нас 
пам'ятати про минуле з вдячністю, жити тепер з ентузіазмом та 
вступати в майбутнє з відвагою. 

Ювілейні святкування залишили нам багато милих споминів. 
Тепер, Святіший Отець запрошує нас глянути в перед та намітити 
ефективний пасторальний плян - нашу програму для Третього 
Тисячоліття. Папа каже, що є важне, щоб те, що ми пропонуємо 
було з Божою поміччю, солідно обгрунтоване у молитві. Наш 
час визначний постійним рухом, який часто доводить до неспокою 
з небеспекою, що ми «діємо лиш щоб діяти». Треба нам 
поборювати цю спокусу а саме потрібно нам насамперед «бути» 
а потім «діяти». Пригадаймо собі те напівнення, що Їсус зробив 
Марті: «Ти журишся та турбуєшся про багато речей, одного лиш 
потрібно...» 

Не потрібно нам винаходити нову програму. Програма вже 
існує. Цю програму ми знаходимо у Св. Писмі та в живій 
Традиції. Програма завжди та сама. Ця програма зосереджується 
у самому Спасителеві Христі. Остаточний її цент є сам Христос, 
якого треба пізнати, полюбити та наслідувати, щоб Ним жити у 
Пресвятій Тройці та з Ним перетворювати історію до остаточної 
мети небесного царства в небі. 

Ювілейний рік був роком більш інтензивної молитви, так 
особистої як спільної. Але ми знаємо, що молитву можна 
злековажити. Нам потрібно навчитись молитись. Навчитись 
молитись від самого Небесного Спасителя, так як перші учники 
просили: «Господи, навчи нас молитись». Часами потрібно нам 
віднайти молитву, особисту а особливо спільну, почавши від 
Божественної Літургії - Служби Божої - це джерело та завершення 
Церковного життя. Святіший Отець запрошує нас віднайти Неділю, 
наш щотижневий Великдень. 

Така інтензивна молитва осовершує наше спілкування з Христом, 
робить нас близькими приятелями Христа. Ця молитва відкриває 
наші серця полюбити Бога. Вона також відкриває наші серця до 
любови до наших братів і сестер та робить нас здібними 
перетворювати наше суспільне життя згідно з Божим пляном. 

Як корисно було б якби все зроблено, щоб забезпечити 
молитовний клімат та середовище у наших домах, наших школах, 
наших організаціях та місцях праці. 

Наше безпосередне та дуже потрібне молитовне намірення 
повинно тепер бути просити Вселаскавого Бога, щоб поблагословив 
нашого Святішого Отця Папу Ївана Павла II та поблагословив 
його подорож по Україні, щоб ця подорож була знаком єдності 
та причинилась до скріплення віри серед нашого народу. 

Чи ми не святкували Ювілейний рік, щоб відновити наш 
контакт із живим джерелом нашої надії, із самим Христом? 
Тепер той Христос якого ми пізнали та полюбили просить нас 
відважно прямувати в перед. 

Бажаю та молю, щоб Великодні торжества внесли в Ваше 
щодення життя багато радости, світла, любові, миру, спокою i 
Божого благословення. 

Христос Воскрес! Воїстину Воскрес! 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


З нагоди Світлого Празника 
Воскресіння Господа Нашого 
Їсуса Христа вітає всю 
єпархію, священство, 
духовенство, боголюбивих 
вірних і організації та 
засилає всім найщиріші 
побажання багато ласк 

від Воскреслого Христа. 


+ Лаврентій Гуцуляк, ЧСВВ 


Єпископ Едмонтонської Єпархії 


CHRIST IS RISEN! 


On the feast of the glorious Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, Easter greetings to our hierarchy, clergy, religious, 
and faithful and our sincerest best wishes for a happy and 
holy Easter! 


May the Risen Christ Bless You All! 


+ Lawrence Huculak, OSBM 
Bishop of the Edmonton Eparchy 
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Великоднє Послання Постійної 
| Конференції Українських Православних 
Єпископів поза межами України 


Улюбленим у Воскреслому Господі духовенству, 
чернецтву і вірним Святої Української Право- 
славної Церкви поза Україною: Мир і благодать 
Воскреслого Спасителя нехай перебувають з усіма 
Вами! 

Христос воскрес! 

Господь поблагословив вас у цьому першому 
році нового століття та тисячоліття, отже з по- 
чуттям надзвичайної духовної радості і у підне- 
сеному настрої, ми, покликані до архипастирського 
служіння, зустрічаємо разом з Вами «це свято 
свят і торжество торжеств» - Великдень - світлий 
день воскресіння нашого Господа Їсуса Христа. 

Знову чуємо великодні стихири, тропарі і 
кондаки - пісні віри, особливо твори святого 
отця нашого Їоана Дамаскина, які ясно 
пригадують нам, що Пасха Господня є духовним 
центром нашого православного українського 
християнського життя, подією, яка відкрила 
всьому людству двері до неба і освятила всіх 
вірних кожного віку і кожного покоління. 

Дзвони наших храмів у країнах української 
православної діяспори і в Богом визволеній Ук- 
раїні сповіщають всім про Христову перемогу 
над смертю, гріхом, злом, неправедливістю i 
неволею, Співіщають вони і про нашу готовність 
бути тими, які своїм щоденним життям, повним 
радісних і сумних переживань, засвідчують вдома, 
на праці, кожного часу і кожної години, вигідно 
чи не вигідно, що Христос є Господь, наша До- 
рога, Правда і Життя, Який закликає кожного, 
хто визнає Moro і будує своє життя на засадах 
Євангелія життя, бути освячуючим чинником у 
суспільстві, яке шукає потрібного оновлення і 
освячення. 

Як віруючі, ми православні українці, визнаємо 
перед сучасним світом, який закрив свої очі і 
вуха перед Христом, що Своїм воскресінням 
наш Спаситель завершив (після добровільно заз- 
наних Ним страстей, розп'яття і смерті) Своє 
діло спасіння з любови до всіх людей, скріпив 
це Своїм найбільшим чудом. Заснував на ньому, 
себто на Своєму воскресінні, Свою церкву і 
створив з нас новий Божий народ. Все це охоплює 
перший ірмос Великодньої Утрені реченням «від 
смерті до життя, від землі до неба Христос 
Бог нас перевів...». На цій підвалині - Христового 
воскресіння, апостоли будували свою проповідь, 
щоб наша віра була недвозначна, непохитна, міцна, 
на цій самій основі Богоугодні наші пращури 
побудували православне християнське життя в 
Україні. Не помиляємось, коли стверджуємо, що 
ця віра живила і зміцнювала їх так, що вони 
залишались вірні Христові, незважаючи на 
небезпеки, що їм грозили. Не помиляємось, коли 
кажемо, що сьогоднішня Україна користається 


волею і державністю завдяки тим її богоугодним 
синам i дочкам, які залишилися вірними засадам 
Євангелія життя. 

Цей Великдень, що є першим в новому столітті 
і новому тисячолітті, закликає нас, православних, 
бути непохитними у сповіданні віри, яку ми 
прийняли у святому хрещенні тими, які своїм 
життям благовіствують ту важливу і основну 
правду православного християнства, що Христос, 
Син Божий, добровільно зійшов на хрест і помер, 
та Своїми терпіннями, смертю і воскресінням 
здобув всім людям, які вірують в Нього і 
додержуються Його заповідей, життя вічне, і 
Своєю благодаттю створив з нас всіх новий 
народ - новий Їзраїль, який в дусі та істині 
прославляє Отця Небесного. 

Пам'ятаймо також, що Христове воскресіння 
тісно зв'язане з Його страстями і смертю. Без 
смерті не було б воскресіння. Цьому вчить нас 
все наше богослужбове (літургійне) життя, яке 
бере свій початок з гробу Господнього у місті 
Єрусалимі, від якого сповіщено мироносцям і 
всім нам: «Його тут нема - Він воскрес». 

Звертаємось до вас з проханням бути людьми, 
які своїм життям проповідують слова істини 
Господа нашого Їсуса Христа, Який освятив і 
оновив нас і закликав нас до найтіснішого єднання 
з ним. Разом з Вами обнімаємо у радості свята 
нового життя - світлої Пасхи Господньої, наших 
братів і сестер на рідних землях України в цей 
10-ий рік незалежності. Оплакуємо релігійні та 
економічні труднощі, зазнані ними, але будучи 
переконані, що духовний фундамент є головною 
запорукою всестороннього відродження, зверта- 
ємось до Воскреслого Христа з цим коротким 
проханням: Спасителю світу і Царю нового 
створіння, піднеси наші розуми і серця до Твого 
царства. 

Уділяючи Вам благословення Отця, Сина і 
Святого Духа, запевняємо Вас і архипастирів, 
пастирів і побожних наших братів і сестер на 
Україні у нашій постійній любові і молитвах і 
прохаємо ваших. 

Ваші слуги у Воскреслому Господі, 
- Василій, Митрополит 

- Константин, Митрополит 

+ Їван, Архиєпископ 

- Антоній, Архиєпископ 

- Всеволод, Архиєпископ 

+ Їсанн, Архиєпископ 

+ Юрій, Єпископ 

+ Єремія, Єпископ 

Видано у Саут Бавнд Бруці, США; Вінніпезі, 
Канада; Лондоні, Англія; Канбері Австралія; 
Куритибі, Південна Америка, на Великдень 15 
квітня року 2001 від народження Господа і Спаса 
нашого Їсуса Христа. 


«Українська правиця» плянує провести 
маніфестації на підтримку Ющенка 


Марина Пирожук 

(Радіо «Свобода»)-- Представники громадсько- 
політичного об'єднання «Українська правиця», 
куди входить близько тридцяти партій національ- 
но-патріотичного спрямування, висловили свою 
стурбованість ситуацією навколо Ющенка. 
Присутні на прес-конференції представники 
правих партій заявили, що олігархічні сили дедалі 
відвертіше прагнуть усунути Віктора Ющенка 
від влади, що може призвести до парляментської 
кризи та незворотних падінь в економіці. Саме 
тому «Українська правиця» розпочала акцію на 
підтримку Віктора Ющенка. 

8 квітня «Українська правиця» плянує провести 
по всій Україні маніфестації на підтримку 
Прем'єр-міністра Віктора Ющенка. Наразі 
правиця збирає підписи на захист прем'єра. 10 
квітня аналогічну маніфестацію запляновано 
провести в Києві. 

За словами члена партії «Батьківщина» Олега 
Білоруса, в окремих районах підтримати Ющенка 
виявили бажання близько 5 тисяч осіб. Однак ці 
цифри, за його словами, надалі лише зростати- 
муть, оскільки рейтинг Ющенка зростає. Головним 
координатором пляну усунення Ющенка члени 
правиці вважають Леоніда Кучму. 

Олег Білорус зазначив, що ситуація в Верховній 
Раді є особливо складною, оскільки там відбува- 
ються перегрупування сил, розпорошуються фрак- 
ції та ведеться активна робота зі знищення уряду 
Ющенка. Члени правиці переконані, що їхні дії 


можуть запобігти звільненю Віктора Ющенка і 
що правиця має гостро реагувати на погрозливі 
висловлювання в парляменті на адресу прем'єра. 

Голова Української національної консервативної 
партії Олег Соскін в інтерв'ю для Радіо «Свобо- 
да» зазначив: «Якщо президент, його оточення 
розпочнуть атаку на нього (Ющенка - РС) і 
будуть робити все для його відставки, «Українська 
правиця» організує всі сили, щоб такого не 
сталося. Якщо комуністи об'єднаються з кланами, 
у цьому випадку всі праві партії перейдуть у 
відкриту опозицію до режиму. Опозиція вже є, 
але будемо тоді говорити про інші механізми у 
відносинах із владою. Ми зараз стежимо за 
ситуацією, яка відбувається в оточенні Кучми. 

Останні соціологічні дослідження свідчать про 
постійне зростання рейтингу Ющенка та падіння 
рейтингу Кучми. Зрозуміло, що ні Кучма, ні 
його оточення не можуть із цим змиритися. 
Тому вони поставили завдання усунути Ющенка. 
Оскільки нинішня влада не може легально це 
зробити, вони вирішили реалізувати це за 
допомогою спільних дій комуністів і кланових 
структур». 

Голова Української національної консервативної 
партії Соскін уважає, що якщо таке ста-неться, 
то це означатиме підкорення України бандитським 
угрупованням. Водночас він додав, що таким 
чином чинний режим підпише собі смертний 
вирок, оскільки ані народ, ані національно- 
патріотичні партії не зможуть із цим змиритися. 
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Tymoshenko 


goes through 


a legal merry-go-round 


Cont. from P. 1 

into custody.” However, Obikhod refused to comment 
on the possibility of moving Tymoshenko back to a cell 
at the Lukianivskiy detention centre. 

Presidential Chief-of-Staff Volydymyr Lytvyn re- 
ported that President Kuchma said “there is a court de- 
cision and it should be implemented.” 

Turychynov commented on the arrest saying, “The 
abrupt, late night arrest is connected with the fact that 
Tymoshenko showed, while talking to journalists March 
30, that she was not going to stop her political activi- 
ties.” 

He added that this repeat arrest is a cynical act of 
political revenge. 

Prime Minister Viktor Yushchenko criticized the re- 
arrest, saying it halted the process of negotiations be- 
tween the authorities and the opposition. 

“Neither prison bars nor actions of force, nor other 
examples of political populism can give us an answer. 
Therefore of course it is unfortunate that this has hap- 
pened,” Yushchenko said. 

“T believe that we will live through this episode, a 
humane and fair decision will be made and that truth 
will triumph,” he added. 

A district court in Kyiv on March 27 annulled the 
warrant issued by the Prosecutor-General’s Office for 
the arrest of Tymoshenko, Ukrainian media reported. 

Tymoshenko was released the same day from jail, 
where she had been since Feb. 13. 

She was arrested on charges of bribery, smuggling, 
and forgery. 

Tymoshenko denies all of the charges, dismissing 
them as politically motivated. 

Explaining the court ruling, Judge Mykola 


Zamkovenko said there were not sufficient reasons to 
believe Tymoshenko would hide from investigators. 

Zamkovenko added that the arrest warrant was un- 
necessary since Tymoshenko had attended all required 
interrogations. 

He said that in making his decision he used interna- 
tional and Ukrainian law and said that deputy Pros- 
ecutor General Mykola Obikhod “should have found 
out about some more mitigating preventive measures”. 

After her release was announced about a hundred 
Tymoshenko supporters, including several parliament 
deputies, went to greet her at Lukianivska jail. 

Her allies had hoped she would be released immedi- 
ately, as stipulated in the verdict, but jailers took three 
hours. 

When Tymoshenko finally appeared at about 9 p.m. 
she was surrounded by police. She paused briefly to 
address the crowd — her words inaudible — then was 
whisked off by an ambulance. 

After an anonymous telephone call warning of an 
attempt on her life during her release, Tymoshenko was 
surrounded by 30 Internal Ministry guards as she left 
the detention facility. 

The next day, her lawyer, Viktor Shvets said 
Tymoshenko was undergoing treatment at the Medikom 
private hospital after spending six weeks in solitary 
confinement.. 

He said that Tymoshenko is experiencing severe 
headaches making it impossible to meet with her. He 
added that her hospital room is guarded in order to keep 
her from being disturbed. 

The following day Interfax reported that the Pros- 
ecutor-General’s Office had appealed against the rul- 
ing. 


Kuchma finally dismisses Kravchenko 


(RFE/RL/UkrNews)—President Leonid Kuchma on 
March 26 dismissed Interior Minister Yuriy Kravchenko 
and replaced him with Kyiv City police chief Yuriy 
Smirnoy, Reuters reported, citing a presidential spokes- 
man. 

The sacking of Kravchenko was one of the main de- 
mands of the opposition, which accuses the minister of 
having a role in the killing of journalist Gongadze. 

Volodymyr Filenko, a Forum of National Salvation 
(FNP) leader, said on March 26 that the sacking of 
Kravchenko by Kuchma “does not change the situa- 
tion fundamentally,” Interfax reported. 

Filenko said new Interior Minister Yuriy Smirnov will 
not change the Interior Ministry’s “logic of behavior” 
because he is as “soiled” as his predecessor. 

Meanwhile, lawmaker Roman Zvarych (Rukh- 
Udovenko) said Kravchenko’s dismissal will enable the 
government to partly resolve the political crisis and to 
diminish social tension in Ukraine. 

Socialist Party leader Oleksandr Moroz noted that 
Kravchenko’s dismissal confirms the truth of the alle- 
gations that state officials had a role in the murder of 
journalist Heorhiy Gongadze. 

The March 26 confirmation of Kravchenko’s dis- 


missal ended a week of contradictory reports as to 
Kravchenko’s position. 

Yuriy Karmazin, head of the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee for Combating Organized Crime and Corrup- 
tion, told journalists on March 19 that Kuchma on 
March 17 dismissed Kravchenko, Interfax reported. 

A report by ITAR-TASS on 17 March also alleged 
that Kravchenko was dismissed. 

The Presidential Administration Office said it has 
no information about Kravchenko’s sacking. 

March 19 the mystery continued. 

Permanent presidential representative in the parlia- 
ment Roman Bezsmertny confirmed earlier media re- 
ports that Kuchma dismissed Kravchenko, Interfax re- 
ported. 

However, Premier Viktor Yushchenko told journal- 
ists on March 20 that, as regards Kravchenko and other 
cabinet reshuffles, “consultations are under way and 
no resolution has been adopted yet.” 

Kuchma on March 21 said he has not signed a de- 
cree to sack Interior Minister Yuriy Kravchenko, as 
alleged earlier by some politicians and media. 

Asked if he intended to sign, Kuchma answered: 
“Follow what’s in the press.” 


Kuchma, Kinakh put pressure on Yushchenko 


(Eastern Economist)—President Leonid Kuchma strongly criticized the 
Cabinet during a meeting with the managers of coal mining companies, 
March 29, saying that the government was to blame for the state of the 
sector. 

He said, “There is nothing behind all the [government’s] reforms. The 
fact that the coal industry is still working is because of coal mining asso- 
ciation managers, not Kyiv.” 

Kuchma has instructed Deputy Premier for Industrial Policy Oleh 
Dubyna to resolve the situation. 

The president also contradicted government policy on the upcoming 
privatization of regional electricity companies, giving the example of 
France, where electricity companies are state-owned. 

He said it seemed that Ukraine was seeking to privatize something that 
“should not be privatized.” 

Kuchma also said he would not run for another presidential term. The 
next presidential elections are scheduled for 2004. 

Yushchenko was also sharply criticized by leader of the Ukrainian Union 
of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs Anatoliy Kinakh. 

Kinakh said differences exist between the president’s and the premier’s 
evaluations of the political situation and the March 9 clashes in Kyiv. 

Kinakh also criticized government efforts to maintain cooperation with 
the IMF and urged the Cabinet to renew the parallel functioning of Rus- 
sian and Ukrainian electricity grids. 

Some Ukrainian political scientists say the UUIE lobbies for directors 
of state enterprises and private entrepreneurs who support Kuchma. 


Easter Sunday 


Sunday, April 15, 2001 
Enjoy Easter Sunday Brunch in the beautiful 
Grand Ballroom and Solarium of the 
Chateau Louis Conference Centre 


Happy Easter to the Ukrainian 
community and thank you for 
your support during the 
recent election. 


Mark Hlady, MLA 


Calgary Mountain View Constituency 


Tel: (780) 422-5380 Fax: (780) 422-5385 


LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY 
ALBERTA 


Hon. ED STELMACH, MLA. 
Vegreville- Viking 
Minister of Transportation 


Радісних Великодніх Свят 
ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


DAVE BRODA, MLA 
| REDWATER CONSTITUENCY 


К ПЕРРО; 


E-MAIL: redwater@assembly.ab.ca 


Leon Benoit, M.P. 


Lakeland Constituency 


Happy Easter! 
Веселих Великодніх Свят. 
Христос Воскрес! 


"Thank you for your support in 
Edmonton Mill Creek. 
I promise to continue working 
with you and for you - as always." 
Happy Easter! 


Gene | 


» Дякую за Вашу підтримку в 
Edmonton Mill Creek. 
Обіцяю далі працювати з 
Вами і для Вас - як завжди. 
Христос Воскрес! 


Hon. Gene Zwozdesky, 
Minister of Community Development 
MLA Elect, Edmonton Mill Creek 


Tel.: 415-4540 


invites you to our 


Brunch! 


C4ateau Louis Htotel Є Conference Centre 
11727.Kingsway, Edmonton, Alberta 


To book your reservation or for more information, call: 


453-6500 
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Українські Вісті це незалежна газета, яка сама утримується 
із передплат, оголошень та пожертв на пресовий фонд. Просимо 
підтримувати нашу газету повищими джерелами. Дякуємо 
заздалегідь за Вашу підтримку. 


Putting “‘“Gongadzegate”’ 
in its proper perspective 


It’s time to put the whole “Gongadzegate” scandal into its proper per- 
spective, While there are some serious problems that have to be addressed, 
and while Ukraine, lately, has not resembled a stable Western democracy, 
neither has the country turned into a full-blown dictatorship as some op- 
position voices would have us believe. 

Take the Yulia Tymoshenko case. Sure, the charges against her were 
purely political and she should never have been arrested since there was 
no evidence she was going to flee the country. A district court found that 
to be true and ordered her release. Prosecutors managed to bamboozle a 
higher-level court to rule otherwise, but in the end the Supreme Court of 
Ukraine overruled that judgement. Despite pressure from the powers that 
rule the country, the Judiciary remains independent and thus certain checks 
and balances are still in place. 

Take, also, the March 9 violence in Kyiv. In the open letter to President 
Leonid Kuchma that demonstrators at the March 17 protest in front of the 
Consulate of Ukraine in Toronto handed over to the Consul General, they 
charge Kuchma with having “flooded the streets of olden Kyiv with the 
blood of young people” and “having placed yourself in the same row with 
the bloody dictators: Pinochet, Milosevic and Lukashenka”. 

Let’s get serious. The police bashed a lot of heads (and according to 
eyewitnesses, it was undercover provocateurs who initiated the violent 
actions which prompted the police reaction) — but no one was shot. Simi- 
lar actions have occurred in stable Western democracies. One may recall 
the riots at the Democratic Convention in Chicago in 1968, or the time 
Metropolitan Toronto Police rode in on horseback and started bashing the 
heads of peaceful Ukrainian and other Eastern European protesters in front 
of the Ontario Science Centre during Soviet Premier Alexei Kosigyn’s 
visit in 1971. Even worse actions were taken against civil rights demon- 
Strators in the Southern US states in the early sixties and four people were 
actually shot dead during anti-war protests at Kent State University in 
Ohio in 1970. 

Granted, UNA-UNSO says some of its members have been unaccounted 
for since the March 9 violence, But that has not been corroborated. In 
Chile, there were thousands of well-documented cases of “disapparados” 
during Pinochet’s rule. And, unlike Milosevic, we know of no “ethnic 
cleansing” that Kuchma has initiated. 

On the other hand, we cannot buy the official line that people should 
shut up because all the protests “destabilize” the state. This sounds a lot 
like the old line that people should not criticize the “workers’ paradise” 
because it “destabilizes” the “peoples’ revolution”. People have a right to 
expect honest government. People have a right to protest rampant corrup- 
tion and the abuse of power. 

Without question the political crisis is destabilizing the Ukrainian state 
and all this is benefitting Russian imperial interests. We even suspect that 
the whole Gongadze affair may have been fabricated by Russian security 
services in order to destabilize Ukraine's leadership. However, the end 
result is that Ukraine’s Presidency has been compromised and Kuchma 
has lost the confidence of the people to such a degree that his capacity to 
effectively govern has been severely handicapped. In any stable democ- 
racy the solution to such a problem is for the leader to voluntarily resign 
— not for the people to shut up and accept their fate. 

Kuchma says that because 16 million voted for him in 1999 there is no 
reason for him to step down because of a few thousand protesters. Let us 
remember that, in 1972, Richard Nixon was re-elected with the biggest 
majority in US history. Two years later, when it became apparent that the 
Watergate scandal had impaired his Presidency to such a degree that he 
could no longer govern effectively, Nixon did the proper thing — he re- 

signed. 
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As Kyiv goes, so goes the East 


By Roman Solchanyk 
The Wall Street Journal Europe 

A pesky investigative journalist who criticized the 
president found decapitated. Concealed tapes that seem 

to implicate the president in political murder. A clumsy 
attempt by authorities to stonewall a criminal investi- 
gation. Opposition parties demanding the president’s 
resignation. Demonstrators and police clashing in the 
streets. And, most alarmingly, Soviet-style preventive 
arrests of student activists. 

These are the main ingredients of Kuchmagate, a 
political scandal named after Ukrainian president 
Leonid Kuchma that has grown into a full-blown po- 
litical crisis in a country of 50 million that the West has 
come to view as a linchpin of stability and security in 
an otherwise precarious zone between Russia and the 
rest of Europe. With Europe steadily shifting its bor- 
ders eastward and Russia determined to assert its great 
power ambitions, the future of this geostrategic post- 
Soviet state may determine the future frontiers of Eu- 
rope itself. 

The U.S. has led the way in providing both financial 
and political support to Ukraine. Kyiv has long been 
the third-leading recipient of American aid, after Israel 
and Egypt. It is the only former Soviet republic besides 
Russia that has a formal “special relationship” with 
NATO. But it is also quite clear that, with the excep- 
tion of the Baltic states, for the time being the new 
Europe will stop at the borders of the old Soviet Union. 
The key question for European security is whether this 
will be a temporary or permanent state of affairs. 

Even acursory glance at the old Soviet neighborhood 
reveals why Western policy planners believe Ukraine 
will either be the solid keystone in a regional arch, or 
become the place where the curtain on the East may 
come down for good. 

Belarus, which like Ukraine shares borders with both 
Russia and Europe, is run by an outspokenly anti-West- 
ern leader who has threatened to redeploy nuclear weap- 
ons on its territory in response to NATO enlargement. 
Minsk and Moscow have been moving toward 
reunification, a decision that makes little economic or 
political sense except in terms of a pointed warning to 
the West. Neighboring Moldova has largely been dys- 
functional since gaining its independence because of 
the Russian-supported separatist movement in its 
Transdnister province. Last month’s parliamentary elec- 
tions there witnessed a first in the so-called post-So- 
viet space — a near total victory for the communists, 
who want to bring Moldova into the Russia-Belarus 
union state. 

The three Transcaucasian states — Armenia, Geor- 
gia, and Azerbaijan — have all been shaken by inter- 
mittent and violent domestic crises, and all are em- 
broiled in ethnically-fueled territorial conflicts with no 
end in sight. Armenia is locked into a tight political 
and military alliance with Moscow. Until recently, most 
of Central Asia was able to avoid the ethnic strife and 
political volatility characteristic of many of the other 
former Soviet republics. But the price for this apparent 
stability has been the progressive institutionalization 
of authoritarian, one-man rule throughout the region. 
Meanwhile, the threat to Central Asia from Islamic 
rebels has translated into increased dependency on 
Russian military support, which, of course, comes with 
a political price tag. 

And then there is Russia itself, where the Kremlin, 
apart from all else, seems unable to cope with one ba- 
sic reality: Russia is no longer the Soviet Union. The 
frustration that comes with being unable to realize glo- 


Commentary 


bal ambitions on a national budget that is less than what 
the department store chain Kmart takes in annually 
from American shoppers leaves Moscow playing the 
role of international spoiler. The latest example is the 
resumption of arms sales and nuclear know-how to Iran. 

Against this background — and compared to most 
of the other post-Soviet states — Ukraine has had all 
the markings of a more or less “normal” country. Since 
its declaration of independence in 1991, Ukraine has 
held three presidential elections, all of which witnessed 
the peaceful and constitutionally sanctioned transfer 
of power. Parliamentary elections were held in 1994 
and 1998, and they too passed without incident — no 
boycotts by the opposition and no tanks in the streets. 
Although corruption is rife and economic reform is 
painfully slow, last year GDP increased by 6% after a 
decade of decline. Western financial institutions ex- 
pect further economic growth this year. 

The country has not fallen apart along regional, eth- 
nic and linguistic cleavages, as was widely predicted 
in the West after 1991. Ukraine is an enthusiastic par- 
ticipant in NATO’s Partnership for Peace Program, and 
its official policy is aimed at integration into European 
political, security and economic structures, including 
membership in the European Union. 

This “normalcy,” however, is only surface deep. 
What Kuchmagate reveals is that Ukraine is burdened 
by the same fundamental transition problems stemming 
from sovietization as are its neighbors Belarus, 
Moldova and Russia. 

For instance, Ukraine has an unreconstructed and 
thoroughly Soviet ruling elite that is equally comfort- 
able under conditions of “communism” and “democ- 
racy,” and that continues to excel at what it knows best 
— namely, manipulating the levers of state power for 
the sole purpose of self-aggrandizement. It has a splin- 
tered and ineffective national democratic opposition 
that has proved unable to mobilize either its national 
or democratic components. It has a mass of citizenry 
that, after 10 years of pseudo-reforms, largely equates 
democracy and free markets with impoverishment. 

Ultimately, what Kuchmagate reveals is that it is time 
for the Western allies to undertake a long-overdue re- 
view of their policies toward Ukraine and, indeed, the 
region as a whole. It is in their own interest to move 
beyond sound bites like “strategic partnership” and on 
to something that more closely approximates policies 
that promote, dare I say it, nation building. 

Washington in particular needs to understand that 
nation building — including the nurturing of civil and 
legal society, institutions and democratic norms — is 
not the same as peacekeeping. Nation building, as the 
concept is well understood in Europe, is what can make 
peacekeeping unnecessary. 

The alternative here is to contemplate the possibil- 
ity that Ukraine will go the way of Belarus and 
Moldova, which means the consolidation of an unsta- 
ble gray zone on the periphery of Europe that we can 
imagine in terms of a “New Eastern Europe.” Moscow 
has already made its choice. 


Solchanyk is an international security policy analyst 
in Santa Monica, California and the author об" Ukraine 
and Russia: The Post-Soviet Transition” (Rowman & 
Littlefield, 2001). 


UCC meets with Manley 


(UCC National)—Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
(UCC) President, Eugene Czolij, and Canada-Ukraine 
Relations Committee Chair,.Myroslava Pidhiryj, met 
March 22 with Foreign Affairs Minister John Manley 
to discuss Canada-Ukraine relations and the current situ- 
ation in Ukraine. 

“As the first western country to recognize the inde- 
pendence of Ukraine in 1991, Canada needs to reaf- 
firm its special relationship with Ukraine and to con- 
tinue supporting those programs and projects which 
develop and foster the principles of a democratic soci- 
ety,” said Czolij. 

Canada must work closely and actively with Ukraine 
in ensuring that human rights and fundamental freedoms 
of a democratic society are always fully respected in 
Ukraine. 

The UCC advised the Minister that Canada should 
expand its high-level contacts to reassure the people of 
Ukraine that a stable and democratic country will con- 
tinue to garner support from Canada an other western 


nations. 

Nearly 10 years after the breakup of the Soviet Un- 
ion, Ukraine sits precariously between integration with 
Europe or Russia. It is in Canada’s best interests to 
play a leading role in ensuring that Ukraine integrates 
further with western democracies. Consequently, it is 
highly important that Canada resist taking actions 
which would have the potential of isolating Ukraine 
and thereby reverting back to bipolar world. 

The UCC also called upon the Government of 
Canada to provide humanitarian assistance to the vic- 
tims of the recent severe floods in the Trans-Carpathian 
region of Ukraine. 

The UCC expressed its appreciation to the Minister 
for the opportunity to share with him the views of the 
Ukrainian Canadian community on these important 
issues. “We look forward to meeting with the Minister 
on a regular basis to continue strengthening Canada- 
Ukraine relations,” said Czolij. 
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UCCLA briefs Day оп internment 


(UCCLA)—A Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties 
Association delegation met with Stockwell Day, Leader 
of the Canadian Alliance and of the Official Opposi- 
tion in the House of Commons, March 28. 

Day was briefed on the Ukrainian Canadian commu- 
nity’s calls for an official recognition of the injustice of 
Canada’s first national internment operations and for 
an accounting of what happened with that portion of 
the internees’ confiscated wealth never returned by the 
Government of Canada. 

Day was given a historical overview of the traumatic 
impact of the internment operations on Canada’s 
Ukrainians and other Europeans by UCCLA’s director 
of research, Dr Lubomyr Luciuk, and Calgary’s Ro- 
man Zakaluzny. Day was also told that UCCLA en- 
dorses Canadian Alliance MP Inky Mark’s (Dauphin- 
Swan River) Ukrainian Canadian Restitution Act which 
will soon be tabled in the House. - 

Listening carefully to UCCLA’s delegation’s pres- 
entation, Day promised to review the submitted mate- 
rials and to respond with a clear statement of where the 
Canadian Alliance stands on the Ukrainian Canadian 
community’s requests. Day was also reminded how 
Prime Minister Jean Crretien, while himself still Leader 


of the Opposition, in June 1993, promised his personal 
support and that of the Liberal Party of Canada for re- 
dress. The delegation urged Day to seek all-party sup- 
port for Mark’s bill. 

Commenting on this meeting, the first between the 
Leader of the Opposition and the Ukrainian Canadian 
community, Zakaluzny said: 

“Mr. Day was generous with his time in meeting the 
delegation. He listened, attentively, reviewed the brief- 
ing notes and asked questions that were on point. He 
seemed to appreciate UCCLA’s endorsement of Mr. 
Mark’s Ukrainian Canadian Restitution Act. He said 
he would definitely give us a clear statement of what 
his Party’s position on our requests is, sooner rather 
than later. 

“While he could not, obviously, commit himself 
without more consideration of the issues, we were en- 
couraged by the forthright, sympathetic and intelligent 
style with which he responded to our presentation. We 
look for support from Mr. Day and the Canadian Alli- 
ance of Mr. Mark’s Ukrainian Canadian Restitution Act. 
If it voted on and accepted by the House of Commons 
then this issue will be entirely resolved in the best in- 
terests of our community and of Canada.” 


ОСРВЕ proposes 4-point program on redress 


(UkrNews)—The Ukrainian Canadian Professional 
and Business Federation has proposed a four-point ap- 
proach for the government to address the injustice done 
to Canadians of Ukrainian origin during the internment 
program of World War One. 

In a March 1 letter to Canadian Heritage Minister 
Sheila Copps, UCPBF President Oksana Bashuk 
Hepburn offers the following proposals: 

1) Compensation that will have universal benefit; 

¢ Launch a new, world class initiative by creating a 
policy and research centre dealing with Ukraine to ex- 
plore policy options and ensure a better understanding 
of its unique role in global peace and security. 

2) Compensation that will serve all Canadians 

e Create and/or enhance Chairs of multiculturalism 
at post secondary levels; 

¢ Include internment study in appropriate curricula; 
history, civil societies, justice and human rights; 

» Develop educational products for the public includ- 
ing documentaries, exhibits, literature, national/inter- 
national commemorative prizes. 

3) Compensation that will serve Ukrainian Canadi- 
ans 


Cheremosh director appointed 
special assistant to McLellan 


(UkrNews)—A 29-year-old activ- 
ist in the Ukrainian arts community | 
has been appointed special assistant 
to Justice Minister Anne McLellan. 

As special assistant, Jason 
Golinowski’s job will be to act as a 
liaison with community groups who 
wish to bring their concerns to the 
minister . 

This, in effect, means “being the 
minister’s eyes and ears when she 7 
can’t be here,” explains Golinowski. | 

Golinowski, who assumed his 
duties March 15, is the Marketing Р 7 
and Promotions Director for the Род 
Cheremosh Ukrainian Dance En- 
semble, a Past President of the Al- 
berta Ukrainian Dance Association 
and a Director with the Alberta 
Council for Ukrainian Arts. 

He has worked as Campaign Man- 
ager for Wayne Kowalski, Liberal 
candidate in Lakeland Constituency 
during the last federal election, 
Project Coordinator for the Provin- 
cial Museum of Alberta, Project Co- 


Jason Golinowski 


Oral History Collector for the Uni- 
versity of Alberta’s Ukrainian Folk- 
lore Archive, Research Assistant to 
Dr. Andriy Nahachewsky, U of A and 
ESL Teacher in South Korea. 

Born in the Mymam area, Goli- 


e Enhance the well being and growth of Ukrainian 
Canadians by creating a fund for public programming 
to strengthen Canadians’ understanding of Ukrainian 
Canadians as a major pioneering and economic force, 
strengthening the heritage language programs, and 
funding research and dissemination of the contribu- 
tions of the Ukrainians to Canada. 

4/ Compensation that will serve the individual. 

» Wherever possible provide the option to the survi- 
vors or their relatives to receive some compensation. 

In her letter, Bashuk Hepburn says the benefits of 
such an approach are many. 

“They would facilitate a rapprochement with the 
Ukrainian community in Canada and underscore Cana- 
da’s current global leadership in diversity and toler- 
ance. Also, contribute to a better understanding of 
Ukraine with whom Canada has a special relationship. 

“Such an approach will also serve to remind all of 
us, that opportunities to commit injustice are not re- 
stricted to the past but are ever present; that political 
expediency of the day must never be the guide in per- 
petrating injustices for tomorrow’s redress,” she ex- 
plains. 


» Located on Bus Route 
» Central Court Yard 


« Seniors Club 
» Social Activities 


* 


» Lounge Areas for Visiting 


» 5 бльоків від Собору Св. fore 
¢ OGcnyra Таксі до церкви б; 
 Приміщене при автобусовій лінії 


Caster Greetings 
from 
Dale Johnston, M.P. 


Wetaskiwin Constituency 
#6, 4612 - 50 St. 
Ponoka, AB T4J 1S7 


Toll Free: (800) 665-0865 


RON ZAPISOCKI 


Edmonton School Board Trustee 
and Director Capital City Savings 
and Credit Union 


З нагоди Празника Христового 
Воскресення бажаю всім радісного 
та здорового святкування. 
ХРИСТОС нОСКЕе! 


рес 
Радісних Свят oie ea Воскресення 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! ВОЇСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС! 
UKRAINIAN PYSANKA FESTIVAL 2001 
VEGREVILLE, July 6,7,8, 2001 

» Ukrainian Dance Competitions 

» Ukrainian Band Performances 

г Yarmarok & Folk Art Show 

» Evening Dances and Cabaret 

» Children's Garden » Parade 

» Trace Your Roots Map Work 

» Pioneer Demonstrations 

» Korchma (Beer Garden) 

¢ Pioneer Family Recognition 

» Music Hall of Honour Recognition 

e Featuring: Ron Cahute and Burya (Toronto), Musical Knights 
(Winnipeg), Commedian Ihor Baczynskyi (Toronto), Lastiwka 
Choir (Saskatoon), Yevshan (Saskatoon), Sopilka, Volya, Viter. 

Terry Saik Memorial Slow Pitch Tournament 


Vegreville Cultural Association 


Box 908, Vegreville, Alberta T9C 151; Ph/Fax: (780) 632-2777 
Website: www.vegrevillefestival.com Email: info@vegrevillefestival.com 


May the Risen Christ brings you and your family peace, 
joy and contentment during this blessed Easter Holiday. 
XPHCTOC BOCKPEC! BOICTHHY BOCKPEC! 


Self Contained Residence for Seniors 
Незалежна Резиденція для Сеньйорів 


St. Andrew's 


Ukrainian Selo 
8025 - 101 Ave., Edmonton 
Ph.: (780) 469-4141 


. a5 blocks from St. Andrew's Bash 
» Taxi Service provided to Church 


Ukrainian Dnipro 


Senior Citizen's Home 
11030 - 107 St., Edmonton 
Ph.: (780) 425-5097 


г 1 block from St. John's Cathedral: 
» 2 blocks from Shopping Centre 
e Near Bus Route | 
¢ Chapel in Building 
e Lounge Areas for visiting 
e Seniors Club 
e See 
¢ «Лу жжж A 
° 1 бльок від Катедри Св. Івана 
- 2 -бльоки від комплексу крамниць 
ькО: автобусової лінії Же) 


ordinator for the Huculak Chair of пому5кі айепаеа high school in Myr- Центральний парк 
Ukrainian Culture and Ethnogra- nam and obtained а ВА and МА іп » Приміщення для відвідин 
phy’s 10th Anniversary Celebrations, Ukrainian Folklore from the U of A. 


¢ Km06 сеньйорів 
Суспільні програми 


FNP wants talks with Kwasniewski 


(RFE/RL)—The Forum for National Salvation (FNP) told journalists on 
March 30 that it wants talks with President Leonid Kuchma or, should 
they fail to materialize, with Polish President Aleksander Kwasniewski, 
Kuchma’s old friend. “We only agree to Kwasniewski acting as an inter- 
mediary, or someone named by him,” Reuters quoted FNP activist 
Volodymyr Filenko as saying.“It was Kwasniewski who suggested to 
Kuchma that he should sit down to talks with the opposition,” Filenko 
added. 


Rent: 30% of Total Income 

Рент: 30% від цілої платні — 
Dnipro-Selo Housing Society 
Marlene Krokosh - Administrator 


Дніпро-Село Житлове Товариство 
арлін Крокош - Адміністратор 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС - ВОЇСТИНО ВОСКРЕС! 
Зі світлим Празником 
Христового Воскресення 
бажаємо ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ 
українському народові в Україні та 
Діяспорі, українським церквам, 
громадським і політичним організаціям 
та всьому нашому членству. 


4% Управа Конгресу Українців Канади 
Відділ в Едмонтоні 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 
Радісних Великодніх Свят 


бажає управа 


союз 
УКРАЇНЦІВ САМОСТІЙНИКІВ 
В АЛЬБЕРТІ 
Lydia Talpash 
Eugene Luchka 
Larissa Opyr 
Oksana Ensslen 


visit us at our new website: usrl.org/alberta 


Eugene Harasymiw 
Theodore Hawrysh 
Wasyl Swityk 
Nestor Chumer 


Padicnux 
Ceam 
Христового 


7 Воскресення! 


"Українському народові в Діяспорі та Україні, 
українським Церквам, церковним, громадським i 
політичним організаціям та нашому членству і 
прихильникам бажають 
Організації Українського Державницького Фронту 


при 
Домі Української Молоді в Едмонтоні 


Зленко виступає в Оттавському 


(Посольство України в Канаді)- -26 березня в 
рамках офіційної візити до Канади Міністр за- 
кордонних справ України А. Зленко виступив в 
Оттаві у Національному прес-клубі Канади. Глава 
українського зовнішньополітичного відомства 03— 
найомив численних журналістів, представників 
канадських урядових та бізнесових кіл, диплома-- 
тичний корпус з зовнішньополітичними пріорите-- 
тами України, сучасною внутрішньополітичною 
ситуацію, останніми соціяльно-економічними здо-- 
бутками нашої держави, станом українсько-ка- 
надських відносин. Перспективними напрямками 
двостороннього співробітництва український Мі- 
ністр назвав співпрацю в рамках Організації 
Об'єднаних Націй, роботу у сфері ядерної безпеки 
та енергозбереження, телекомунікацій, взаємодію 
у рамках канадської міжнародної ініціятиви щодо 
захисту та розвитку культурного суверенітету. 

Торкаючись останніх внутрішньополітичних по- 
дій в Україні А. Зленко зазначив, що ситуація 
навколо розслідування справи журналіста Г. 
Гонгадзе викликає занепокоєння західної громад- 
ськості з точки зору як дотримання прав людини, 
так і здатності нашого Уряду продовжувати ре- 
формування економіки. Це подекуди знаходить 
неоднозначне відзеркалення у засобах масової 
інформації. У зв'язку з цим Міністр закордонних 
справ України підкреслив, що українська влада 
зацікавлена у проведенні прозорого розслідування 
вищезгаданої справи. Він наголосив, що Україна 
відкрита до діялогу з метою подолання цієї 
ситуації. «Ми готові прийняти як конструктивну 
критику на нашу адресу, так і допомогу, спря- 
мовану на скоріше розв'язання відомих проблем» 
- підкреслив А. Зленко. 

Міністр закордонних справ України висловив 
сподівання, що з цієї ситуації Україна вийде 
зміцнілою, а опозиція і влада навчаться співіс- 
нувати цивілізовано. Глава Українського зовніш- 
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прес-клубі 


National Press Club of Car 

Cercle National des Journalistes © 

ФОТО - ОРЕСТ AYBAC, ПОСОЛЬСТВО УКРАЇНИ В КАНАДІ 
Анатолій Зленко в Прес Клубі. 


ньополітичного відомства наголосив, що українсь- 
кому народу надто дорогою ціною далася He3a— 
лежність, щоб зараз допустити руйнування нашої 
молодої держави. Під час зустрічі А. Зленко 
відповів на численні питання присутніх. 
Відвіданням Національного прес-клубу Канади 
зустрічі з пресою у А. Зленка не закінчилися, 
бо на нього вже чекали для ексклюзивного ін- 
терв'ю кореспонденти провідної канадської газети 
«Оттава ситизен» та національної радіокомпанії 
CBC (програма “Dispatches”, що вийшла о 7:30 
веч. у середу, 28 березня ц.р. на CBC Radio 1). 


Кучма боїться подивитися в очі опозиції 


(«Українська Правда»)  -Пре- 


| зидент Леонід Кучма зумів від- 


значитися навіть в день смерті 
В'ячеслава Чорновола. Перед 
камерою YT-1 він вирішив пок- 
ласти квіти на могилу лідера 
Руху. Та щоб нерви «гаранта» 
не випробовувати зустріччю з 
сином загиблого політика, який 
став непримиреним антикучміс- 
том, Тараса Чорновола в цей 
час до могили батька просто 
не допустили. 

Кучма приїхав на Байкове 
кладовище 25-го березня зранку, 
перед панахидою, на яку він 


В День найбільшої радости . 


ВОСКРЕСЕННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО 


вирішив не залишатися. Обме- 
жився букетом і співчуттям вдові 
В'ячеслава Чорновола Атені 
Пашко. Потім «пішов у народ» 
до простих рухівців, щоб виявити 
солідарність з представниками 
толерантної політичної сили. 
Оператори УТ-1 працювали, не 
покладаючи рук. Масовку для 
«гаранта» грали люди в цівіль- 
ному. Відповідаючи на питання, 
хто ж винен у загибелі Чорно- 
вола, Кучма заявив: «Ті, хто 
розколювали рух». (Чи мав він 
конкретно на увазі Бродського 
Чайку, Лавриновича, Костенка 
або когось ще - таких подро- 
биць від «гаранта» пересічні 
рухівці не дочекалися). 

В той же час, поки Кучма 
був біля могили, Тараса Чорно- 
вола міліція зупинила на підсту- 
пах до кладовища. Йому, як Й 
іншим депутатам, серед яких 
були Володимир Філенко та 
Віктор Пинзеник, охорона не 


не зважаючи на статус народ- 
ного депутата. Так само під /асе 
control правоохоронців потрапила 
сестра В'ячеслава Чорновола. 
Найближчі родичі змогли підійти 
до могили, коли «гарант» заб- 


рався з кладовища. 
«YII» зв'язалася телефоном 
з одним із учасників інциденту 
Володимиром Філенком. «Є два 
святі місця, де немає розподілу 
на владу й опозицію, правих і 
лівих. Це церква і цвинтар, де 
рівні бомж і президент. В'ячес- 
лав Чорновіл був дійсним прези- 
дентом України і хотів добра 
всім українцям. Ї те, що сьогодні 
є спроби визнати цей факт - 
це добре. Але ж є застереження 
по формі. Навіть в цей святий 
день, як і 9 березня, все було 
зроблено якось не по людські. 
i те, що номенклатура - як 
державна, так і політична, нама- 
гається монополізувати вшану- 
вання - це очевидно невірно». 


дозволили пройти до цвинтаря, 
Медведчук: про відставку 
Ю. Кравченка 


Мая Нагорняк 

(Радіо «Свобода»)--26 березня на прес-конференції в Києві 
перший заступник Голови Верховної Ради України Віктор 
Медведчук висловив думку, що відставка Юрія Кравченка повною 
мірою відповідає останнім внутрішнім подіям в Україні. Тим 
паче заява від самого колишнього міністра внутрішніх справ, за 
словами Медведчука, надійшла ще кілька тижнів тому. 

Перший заступник спікера зауважив, що йому не відомо про 
вплив зовнішніх чинників у питанні відставки Кравченка. 

«Я сподіваюся, що новий міністр зважить на всі помилки 
свого попередника і доведе, що Міністерство внутрішніх справ - 
це справді демократична інституція України», - зазначив 
ВМедведчук. 

Він також доволі скептично висловився з приводу укладення 
контракту між партією «Трудова Україна» та найбільшим 
приватним розшуковим агенством США «Кролл» на розслідування 
справи про зникнення журналіста Георгія Гонгадзе. 

Звернення по допомогу приватної іноземної фірми в такій 
делікатній справі Віктор Медведчук розцінив як відновлення 
можливої недовіри західних інвесторів до правоохоронних органів 
України. 4 

На думку першого віце-спікера, в Генеральній прокуратурі 
України, Службі безпеки, Міністерстві внутрішніх справ є достатньо 
фахівців, аби розкрити гучну справу зникнення Гонгадзе. 


| | Щиро й Сердечно Вітаємо 


ВСІХ НАШИХ 


ПРИЯТЕЛІВ ТА ПОКУПЦІВ 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


УКРАЇНСЬКА КНИГАРНЯ 
UKRAINIAN BOOK STORE 


10215 - 97 ST. PO BOX 1640 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5J 2N9 
Ph.: (780) 422-4255; Fax: (780) 425-1439 
e-mail: ukrbkst@telusplanet.net 
Visit our website =www.ukrainianbookstore.com 
Toll free: 1-866-422-4255 


INC. 1914 
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CUSTOMERS A HAPPY EASTER 
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Rada backs off Yushchenko 
dismissal, says Medvedchuk 


(Ukrainian News Адепсу)  -Рагіїатепі has no inten- 
tion to raise the issue of Prime Minister Viktor 
Yushchenko’s dismissal, First Deputy Speaker Viktor 
Medvedchuk said on March 26. 

“None of the deputies, heads of deputy groups or fac- 
tions in parliament has raised the issue of the govern- 
ment’s dismissal,” Medvedchuk said. 

Medvedchuk also said that he does not know of any- 
one who is preparing to initiate the issue in parliament. 

“As the first deputy speaker I do not know anything 
about it. I do not know of it. At least, there are no sig- 
natures registered in parliament. That is certain,” he 
said. 

Earlier, pro-presidential political factions and the 
Communist Party faction in parliament had threatened 
the Cabinet with a non-confidence vote for not fulfill- 
ing its program approved by parliament last April. 

At the end of January, Medvedchuk said that he was 
unhappy with the work of the Yushchenko government 
and said that a coalition government should be formed. 
He also raised the issue of voting non-confidence in 
Yushchenko. 

In response, Yushchenko said he was prepared to sign 

’ a political agreement between the Cabinet and parlia- 
ment that would allow deputies to take part in forming 
the government, and ensure parliament’s support for 
the Cabinet’s legislative initiatives in key economic 
sectors desperately in need of reform. 

Yushchenko also said that the government would not 
conduct negotiations with parliament members if they 
issued ultimatums to the government. 

Medvedchuk said on March 26 that the Cabinet and 
parliament deputies are actively discussing the signing 
of such a political agreement, whose signature they 
believe is possible. 

“T think that we can reach a mutual agreeable ver- 
sion,” Medvedchuk said. 

According to Medvechuk, following the month-long 
discussion on forming a coalition government, 
Medvechuk agrees that a legislative base must first be 
formed to resolve this issue. 

| Medvechuk said that regulating this issue legislatively 


‘is‘in‘both the government's and parliament’s interests ° 


since it would guarantee that the government does not 


renege on parliament’s participation in forming the 
Cabinet. 

Meanwhile, The National Salvation Forum, which 
unites politicians and public figures who oppose Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma from across the Ukrainian politi- 
cal spectrum, on March 26 issued a statement in sup- 
port of Yushchenko. 

“Retaining our current premier is essential for fur- 
ther positive changes and is therefore fundamentally 
supported by the Forum,” the statement said. 

The opposition also said in its statement that the gov- 
ernment’s work over the last year has improved the 
country’s economy and recommends that parliament 
again support its program. 

“The NSF declares that parliament’s extension of its 
mandate of trust in Viktor Yushchenko is without doubt 
anecessary, if insufficient condition for the further de- 
mocratization and successful reform of Ukrainian so- 
ciety,” the statement said. 

The statement is the opposition’s first official decla- 
ration of support for Yushchenko since Feb. 13, when 
the premier joined President Kuchma and Parliament 
Speaker Ivan Pliushch in a public appeal to refrain from 
supporting the president’s opponents. As part of the 
televised appeal, Kuchma harshly criticized the newly 
created National Salvation Forum, calling the political 
grouping professional revolutionaries who wanted to 
undermine the state. 

Yushchenko’s support for the president, who has for 
months been embroiled in a political scandal implicat- 
ing him in the murder of a journalist and that could 
spell the end of his political career, came as a surprise 
to the forum’s members, who had been hoping for the 
prime minister s tacit support. 

Forum member and Reforms and Order Party deputy 
Volodymyr Filenko on March 26 told journalists that 
the NSF has planned anti-presidential demonstrations 
for the beginning of April, but could hold a meeting to 
support Yushchenko if parliament raised the issue of 
non-confidence in the government. 

“We expressed our complaints to him (Yushchenko), 
but our criticism is constructive,” Filenko said. 

-. Parliamerit is scheduled to hear the Cabinet’s ao 
терогі оп її5 муогК оп Apr. 10. 


64% say Yushchenko should stay 


(Ukrainian News Agency)—Sixty-four percent of 
Ukraine’s population believes that Viktor Yushchenko 
should remain at his post as prime minister, the results 
of a recent poll showed. 

The poll, conducted between March 5-12 by the So- 
cial Monitoring Center, also saw 39 percent of all re- 
spondents expressing their belief that Yushchenko 
should remain prime minister while some members of 
his Cabinet should be replaced. 

Only 14 percent of respondents said that Yushchenko 
should resign, while 12 percent were undecided. 

The poll also showed that 20 percent of respondents 
said that the composition of the current Cabinet of Min- 
isters should be preserved, 39 percent said that certain 
ministers should be replaced, while another 20 percent 
said that the entire Cabinet should resign. Twenty-one 


percent remained undecided. 

At the same time, the majority of respondents rated 
the performance of the government as poor. 

Twenty-eight percent of respondents expressed the 
belief that the government’s performance was very 
poor, 38 percent said that the government has man- 
aged to achieve a certain level of success, while 23 
percent considered the government’s performance to 
be generally good while noting many shortcomings in 
its performance. 


Only 2 percent of respondents said they believed the 


government’s performance was very good. 
The Social Monitoring center polled a total of 2,016 
people over the age of 18 in all regions of Ukraine. 
The standard deviation for the poll is 1.3-2.2 per- 
cent. 


Prosecutor goes after Yushchenko 


(RFE/RL/UkrNews)—Kyiv City Prosecutor Yuriy 
Haysynsky on March 27 said new charges will be 
brought against Volodymyr Bondar, former deputy head 
of the National Bank, who was arrested the previous 
week on suspicion of financial abuses, Interfax reported. 

Haysynsky also attacked Premier Viktor Yushchenko 
by saying that the latter’s statements "сап be seen as 
putting pressure on the investigators.” 

Yushchenko, who headed the National Bank at the 
time of Bondar’s alleged misdemeanors, said the pre- 
vious week that he is certain of Bondar’s innocence. 
Yushchenko and Finance Minister Thor Mityukov will 
be interrogated in Bondar’s case. 

The attack on Yushchenko could indicate a political 
motive behind the sudden arrest Bondar. Opposition 
groups which Бауе been conducting a protest campaign 
against President Leonid Kuchma would like to see the 
popular prime minister as their leader, though 
Yushchenko had earlier taken Kuchma’s side in the 
president’s battle with his opponents, according to the 
Associated Press. 

Yushchenko, speaking in Lviv, denied putting pres- 
sure on the investigators and hinted at a political mo- 
tive for the case. 

“Sometimes cases are being thrown into the political 


arena, not for the sake of giving a true answer but to 
demonstrate the implementation of certain political 
speculations,” he said. 

“T don’t want to be persecuted following somebody’s 
telephone call, somebody’s wish,” Yushchenko added. 


UNA-UNSO leader arrested 


(Eastern Economist/RFE/RL)—The leader of the 
ultra-right Ukrainian National Assembly-Ukrainian 
Self-Defense (UNA-UNSO), Andriy Shkil, was 
charged and detained under Article 71 of the Criminal 
Code on organizing public disorder during the March 
9 opposition protests, said Shkil’s lawyer Ivan Makar. 

Makar added that the arrest and charges against Shkil 
are planned with the aim of holding the next presiden- 
tial election without an opposition. 

The Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) on March 
21 detained Shkil. 

The SBU said in a statement that Shkil was detained 
as a suspect in connection with an investigation into 
the March 9 violent demonstrations in Kyiv. 

Ukrainian media reported previously that UNA- 
UNSO members were active participants in the March 
9 clashes with police. 
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call 24 hours a day. 
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Population continues to lose 
confidence in Kuchma, poll says 


(Ukrainian News Agency)—A recently conducted 
poll shows that President Leonid Kuchma has been 
slowly losing the trust of the Ukrainian population. 

The Social Monitoring Center polled a total of 2,016 
people over the age of 18 from all regions of Ukraine 
over the March 5-12 period. 

According to the results of the poll, only 7 percent of 
the respondents expressed full confidence in Kuchma, 
as compared with 8 percent in December last year, 21 
percent said that they were more inclined to trust, rather 
than not to trust, Kuchma, versus 24 percent in Decem- 
ber, while 60 percent said they did not trust the presi- 
dent (59 percent - December). 

The results of the poll also indicate that Ukraine’s 
population began losing trust in Kuchma in January last 
year. 

Forty-four percent said last January that they trusted 
Kuchma, while 48 percent said they did not trust him, 
32 percent said in May of last year that they trusted 
Kuchma, versus 57 percent, who said they did not trust 
him, and 32 percent said in December 2000 that they 
trusted Kuchma, while 59 percent did not. 


At the same time, the level of confidence in Prime 
Minister Viktor Yushchenko has been rising steadily 
albeit also slowly. 9 

Fifteen percent of respondents polled in March this 
year said that they trusted Yushchenko, the same as in 
December of last year, while 34 percent said in March 
that they were more inclined to trust, rather than not to 
trust him, versus 32 percent last December. 

The level of trust in Yushchenko has been rising 
steadily, according to the poll: from 37 percent in May 
last year to 47 percent in December, and to 49 percent 
in March this year. 

Asked to name the politicians they trusted most, 45 
percent of respondents named Yushchenko. 

Forty-one percent named him the most trusted poli- 
tician in December last year, 20 percent named Com- 
munist Party leader Petro Symonenko, versus 19 per- 
cent in December last year, while 18 percent named 
President Kuchma, as opposed to 21 percent in De- 
cember last year. 

The standard deviation for the poll results is 1.3-2.2 
percent. 


Kuchma calls on police to combat oligarchs 


(Ukrainian News Agency)—President Leonid 


' |Kuchma on March 26 called on the police to wage an 


uncompromising battle against organized crime and so- 


‘called oligarchic clans, the presidential press service 


said. 

“Kuchma stressed that interior affairs agencies needed 
to dictate the tone in an uncompromising battle with 
this disgraceful phenomenon,” the press service said in 


7 |a statement. 


“[They should] base their actions on the fact that eve- 
ryone must be equal before the law during the resolu- 
tion of property issues. They must wage a decisive bat- 
tle against attempts to unlawfully protect the interests 
of individual economic clans and oligarchs.” 

Kuchma said that the growth of the shadow economy 
and the corruption connected with it have become two 
of Ukraine s major problems. 

Kuchma also said he was unhappy with the situation 
in which law enforcement agencies calmly report the 
existence of criminal groups and clans, which alleg- 


edly control certain businesses, while the press reports 
connections between certain oligarchs and those crimi- 
nal groups. 

“Such problems should be eliminated. If a criminal 
group is in operation, it has to be destroyed. For me, 
there are no close, trusted, or remote ones,” Kuchma 
said. 

Kuchma’s opponents have accused the president of 
maintaining close ties with powerful businessmen-poli- 
ticians the so-called oligarchs who allegedly financed 
Kuchma’s election to a second term in office in ex- 
change for presidential support of their business inter- 
ests, purportedly worth billions of dollars. 

Some political analysts say that in his latest anti- 
“oligarch” statements, Kuchma, who has been em- 
broiled in the political battle of his life because of a 
scandal involving accusations of corruption and in- 
volvement in a journalist’s murder, is an attempt by 
the embattled president to distance himself from those 
accusations. 


Kuchma refuses to 


(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma does not in- 
tend to discuss with the opposition his resignation or 
the transformation of Ukraine into a parliamentary- 
presidential republic with the opposition, Interfax re- 
ported on March 29. 

“How can I sit at a negotiation table with those who 
demand my resignation by taking [only] 3,000 people 
to the streets? What, should I spit upon the 16 million 
people who voted for me during the elections?” Kuchma 
told journalists in Donetsk. 

Kuchma said the preparation of talks with the oppo- 
sition is handled by Anatoliy Kinakh, head of the 
Ukrainian Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs; 
former Premier Valeriy Pustovoytenko; and Yevhen 
Marchuk, secretary of the National Security and 
Defense Council. 

Marchuk told the agency that so far there have been 
no talks with the opposition, only consultations with 


discuss resignation 


“some representatives of the National Salvation Fo- 
rum” on the possibility of such talks. 

Kuchma also said he is unhappy with the draft of a 
political accord that is currently being prepared by the 
parliament and the government. 

“TThe draft] speaks about the creation of а parlia- 
mentary republic. Should the president sanctify this? 
No,” Interfax quoted Kuchma as saying. 

He also said it is necessary “to reregister” the parlia- 
mentary majority because it is unclear which parlia- 
mentary groups are supporting the government. 

Kuchma noted that now the majority formally in- 
cludes the Fatherland Party and Reforms-Congress cau- 
cuses that support the opposition. 

" He added that he would readily disband the current 
legislature if the results of last year’s constitutional 
referendum had been reflected in the constitution. 


Kuchma orders probe into Chornovil’s death 


(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma has instructed 
Prosecutor-General Mykhaylo Potebenko to launch an 
investigation into the death of former Rukh leader 
Chornovil, Interfax reported on March 24. 

An investigation group will include lawmakers from 
the Popular Rukh of Ukraine parliamentary caucus. 

Some lawmakers alleged last year that Chornovil’s 
fatal car crash had been organized by a special unit sub- 
ordinate to former Interior Minister Yuriy Kravchenko. 

That same day some 5,000 people took part in a 


(RFE/RL)—Addressing a congress of the Ukrainian 
Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs (UUIE) in 
Kyiv, March 29, President Leonid Kuchma said he is 
concerned about “the strengthening of inter-clannish 
confrontation [and] the activation of shadow capital” 
in a “new stage” of privatization in Ukraine. 

According to Kuchma, the privatization process in 
Ukraine is increasingly threatened by “foreign finan- 
cial capital of a criminal origin.” 

He blamed “some homespun political associations” 


“mourning rally” in Kyiv to commemorate those they 
call the victims of Kuchma’s regime, Interfax reported. 

Demonstrators carried portraits of independent jour- 
nalist Heorhiy Gongadze (murdered last year), Vadym 
Hetman (assassinated in an apparent contract killing 
in 1998), and Chornovil (who died in a car accident in 
1999). 

Lesya Gongadze, mother of Heorhiy Gongadze, ad- 
dressed the rally, blaming “the Kuchma regime” for 
the deaths. 


|Kuchma warns against “foreign criminal capital” 


for promoting interests of that “criminal capital” in 
Ukraine. 

UUIE President Anatoliy Kinakh told the congress 
that the union will support Kuchma’s measures to pre- 
vent “illegal actions in order to change the constitu- 
tional system in the state.” 

Kinakh appealed to Kuchma and Premier Viktor 
Yushchenko, who also attended the congress but made 
no speech, to find “mutual understanding” and work 
“in tandem.” 


Ukrainian Меміз/Українські Вісті April 4 - 


Canada’s first bishop to be among 26 
Ukrainian martyrs beatified by Pope 


(UkrNews)—Canada’s first 
Ukrainian Catholic bishop will be 
among those 26 martyrs of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church who will 
be beatified (the first step towards 
canonization) when Pope John Paul 
II visits Ukraine this June, says the 
head of the church’s patriarchal 
commission for beatification and 
canonization. 

Speaking at a fundraising supper 
for the Bishop Budka Charitable 
Society in Edmonton, March 25, 
Bishop Michael Hrynchyshyn, of 
Paris, bishop for Ukrainian Catho- 
lics in France, Benelux and Switzer- 
land, said Bishop Nykyta Budka, 
who returned to Ukraine after his 
service in Canada, was among those 
bishops imprisoned when the Sovi- 
ets decided to eliminate the Ukrain- 
ian Catholic Church in April, 1945. 

“Subsequently they were judged 
by a military tribunal of three 
judges. The process lasted two 
weeks behind closed doors. Al of the 
bishops were sentenced to long pe- 
riods of imprisonment. Bishop 
Budka was given an eight year sen- 
tence,” said Bishop Hrynchyshyn. 

“The communists did not succeed 
in breaking his spirit. He was faith- 
ful to Christ to the very end. He died 
a martyr’s death on Oct. 1, 1949, in 
Karaganda, Kozakhstan. 

“The enemies of God killed 
Bishop Budka’s body, but they did 
not kill his soul. His soul continues 
to live — to live in God’s presence. 
His soul is glorified by the power of 
the Father and of the Son and of The 
Holy Spirit. Soon, the soul of Bishop 
Budka, together with the souls of 25 
other martyrs of our church, will be 
glorified, likewise, here upon his 
death when Pope John Paul П de- 
clares their blessedness during his 
visit to Ukraine in June 2001,” he 
said. 

Budka, the son of a peasant cou- 
ple in the Ternopil region, was or- 
dained a priest by Metropolitan 
Andrei Sheptytsky in 1905 and con- 
secrated bishop in 1912 for the new 
diocese of Canada. 

Ukrainians first immigrated to 
Canada in 1891 and the numbers 
greatly increased after 1896. Soon 
the first Basilian priests and Sister 
Servants of Mary Immaculate ar- 
rived. 

Metropolitan Sheptytsky asked 
Pope Pius X to appoint a bishop for 
the new territory and the choice fell 
upon Budka — then 35-year-old 
priest and prefect of the seminary in 
Lviv. 

Budka set sail from Liverpool on 
Nov. 29, 1912, arrived in Halifax on 
Dec. 6 and was enthroned in Winni- 
peg on Dec. 22. 

When day Bishop Budka was en- 
throned there was a total of 13 
priests in the Exarchate, a group of 
Sister Servants who had houses in 
Winnipeg, Sifton, Mundare and Ed- 
monton and about 80 churches scat- 
tered across Manitoba, Saskatch- 
ewan and Alberta, Bishop Hrynchy- 
shyn noted. 

“The young and enthusiastic 
bishop lost no time in getting to 
know his vast diocese. Within the 
first three months, notwithstanding 
the perils of the Canadian winter, he 
visited the following places: Fort 
William, Brandon, Sifton, Ethelbert, 
Yorkton, Edmonton, Mundare.” 

For 15 years Bishop Budka criss- 
crossed the territory and this inevi- 

tably took its toll on his health. In 
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1928, a year after he left for a visit 
to Rome the “Official Catholic Di- 
rectory” listed the Ukrainian Catho- 
lic Diocese of Canada as having one 
bishop, 29 diocesan priests, 18 reli- 
gious priests, 299 parishes & mis- 
sions, 26 evening schools, a Basilian 
Juvenate in Mundare, a Redemp- 
torist Juvenate in Yorkton, St. 
Joseph’s College in Yorkton, Sacred 
Heart Institute in Yorkton, Taras 
Shevchenko Institute in Edmonton, 
five orphanages, and 200,000 faith- 
ful. 

“When Bishop Budka arrived in 
Rome in 1927 he was detained there 
for two years. The reason why he 
was not allowed to return to Canada 
is not entirely clear. The question has 
to be further investigated,” said 
Bishop Hrynchyshyn. 

“The Bishop pined to return to his 
flock in Canada. It caused him great 
pain and suffering to be separated 
from them. This was a very painful 
period in his life. The enormous 
work that he had done in Canada 
was not appreciated. Iam convinced 
that his case was misjudged. He was 
unjustly removed from his diocese.” 

Reporter Don Thomas, who cov- 
ered the event for the Edmonton 
Journal, wrote in his March 31 story 
that a 1990 book published by the 
Knights of Columbus in Saskatch- 
ewan says Budka faced damaging 
accusations about his loyalties dur- 
ing the First World War. It haunted 
him throughout his ministry. 

“Like most Ukrainians in Canada 
at the time, he was from an area of 
Ukraine then under the Austrian 
empire. 

“As war loomed between Russia 
and Austria, expatriates were urged 
to come to Austria’s defence. And 
on July 27, 1914, he wrote a pasto- 
ral letter urging parishioners to de- 
fend ‘our threatened homeland.’ 

“Within days, Canada and Britain 
had declared war on Austria. Budka 
hastily issued another letter urging 
parishioners to ignore his first one, 
and to defend Canada and Britain. 

But his enemies played up his first 
letter, the book says. He was de- 
nounced as a traitor in newspaper 
editorials. Thousands of Ukrainians 
were declared enemy aliens, and 
interned in camps in Alberta and 
Quebec,” wrote Thomas. 

He also noted that in 1919, “as 
prejudice raged against Ukrainians 
and other east Europeans, a veter- 
ans’ group urged that he be deported. 
They claimed he had been an agent 
of the Austrians and preached dis- 
loyalty to Canada. 


PHOTO — HARRY KURYLO 
Left to Right: Bishop Budka Society president Bill Diachuk, Bishop 
Hrynchyshyn, Edmonton Eparch, Bishop Lawrence Huculak. 


“The judge at the inquiry com- 
pletely exonerated him, saying not 
a title of evidence was produced 
against the bishop.’ “ 

Bishop Hrynchyshyn was born 
Feb. 18, 1929 in Buchanan, Sask. 
Entering the Redemptorist novitiate 
in 1945, he was ordained in 1952. 
In 1955 he earned a doctorate at the 
Pontifical Institute for Oriental Stud- 
ies in Rome. He served as rector, 
professor of theology, and prefect at 
Redemptorist seminaries in 
Meadowvale,Ont. and Yorkton, 
Sask., and as priest in Saskatoon, 
Winnipeg, and Newark, NJ. He was 
president of the Canadian section of 
the Ukrainian Theological Scholarly 
Society, editor of Lohos (1960-5), 
and superior of the Yorkton Prov- 
ince of the Ukrainian Redemptorist 
Fathers (1972-81). 

As postulator of Metropolitan 
Sheptytsky’s beatification and can- 
onization, he collected 21 volumes 
of the metropolitan’s writings. Since 
1978 he has been secretary general 
of the Central Millennium Jubilee 
Committee of the Ukrainian Catho- 
lic Church. He has served as Bishop 
of Paris since 1983. 

Bill Diachuk, President of the 

Bishop Budka Society, talked briefly 
about the Society’s charitable work 
in Brazil and Ukraine, including the 
funding of the first Ukrainian-Por- 
tuguese Bilingual Program in Bra- 
zil. 
Transportation: Minister Ed 
Stelmach brought greetings from the 
provincial government and 
commended the Bishop Budka So- 
ciety for its work. 
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With warmest wishes for Easter and 
everything that brings you happiness! 
XPHCTOC BOCKPEC! 


9г EC 


BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, NOTARIES 


Anton M.S. Melnyk 
Q.C., C.Arb., B.A., LL.B., LL.M. 
PHONE: (780) 428-8900 
Direct Extension 305 
FAX: (780) 429-8889 
E-mail: mein co@planeteon. net 


888 CN TOWER, 
10004 - 104 AVENUE 
EDMONTON, ALTA 
T5J OK1 


Wishing 
everyone a Holy 
& Happy Easter 


NI 


THE METROPOLITAN ANDREY SHEPTYTSKY 
INSTITUTE OF EASTERN CHRISTIAN STUDIES 
announces the 


15th Annual Summer 


Intensive Program 


(A continuation of the highly acclaimed Mt. Tabor Program) 
at the Studite Monastery of the Holy Mother of God, 
Orangeville, Ontario 


June 30 - July 28, 2001 


Live, pray and study with the monks, while earning 6 university credits: 


NEWMAN THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 
15611 St. Albert Trail 
Edmonton, AB T6V 1H3 
Ph: (780) 447-2993 www.newman.edu 


» Sources of Spiritual Renewal (ТНО2137) 3cr. 
-Fr. Andriy Chirovsky 
¢ The Examples of Holy Persons as a Paradigm for 
Contemporary Work Among the Poor (THO2144) 3cr. 
-Prof. Mary Marrocco 
Cost of the program: $1975 CDN 
(includes tuition fees, food & accommodations) 
Open to clergy, religious and laypeople (men & women) 


For information or registration, call: 
(613) 236-1393 ext. 2332; fax (613) 782-3026 


www.ustpaul.ca/Sheptytsky.htm 


UNIVERSITE SAINT-PAUL 
SAINT PAUL UNIVERSITY 


Wishing you and your loved one all 
the best for the Easter season. 
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Бажаємо Всім радісних та 
здорових Великодніх Свят. 


Ukraine’s foreign minister vi 


(Embassy of Ukraine in 


Canada)—Ukraine’s Foreign Міп- - 


ister Anatoliy Zlenko paid an offi- 
cial visit to Ottawa on March 25-26 
at the invitation of Canada’s Foreign 
Minister John Manley. 

During the visit Minister Zlenko 
held a series of meetings with Ca- 
nadian Prime Minister Jean Chretien 
and senior Canadian officials. 
Zlenko conveyed a personal mes- 
sage to the Prime Minister from the 
President of Ukraine. 

The two foreign ministers also 
signed an intergovernmental frame- 
work agreement on destruction of 
anti-personnel mines. During the 
visit Canada also announced it 
would provide Ukraine with 
C$40,000 in humanitarian aid to 
help victims of the recent flood in 
Zakarpattia. 

The message from the President 
of Ukraine offered an assessment of 
the current state of Ukrainian-Cana- 
dian relations and outlined the pros- 
pects for broadening economic co- 
operation between the two coun- 
tries. 

In turn, the Prime Minister noted 
that he understood the current events 


реч 


the UCC; Yaroslav Sokolyk. 


in Ukraine and realized the compli- 
cations of the political processes. 
Chretien confirmed that the Cana- 
dian government is ready to lobby 
for Ukraine’s interests within the 
framework of G-7. 

The parties also discussed the ne- 
cessity of the G-7 counties to fulfill 
all their obligations with regard to 
the СПпогпобу! nuclear power plant. 

During the meeting with Zlenko, 
Manley said that Canada welcomed 
the latest efforts of Ukraine to im- 
plement comprehensive economic 
reform and the positive effects that 
the reform has had on the improve- 
ment in the lives of the people of 
Ukraine. minister Manley con- 
firmed that Canada will continue to 
support Ukraine in its efforts to build 
a democratic society. 

The two foreign ministers dis- 
cussed a broad range of issues in- 
volving Ukrainian-Canadian coop- 
eration. They appraised the current 
level of economic cooperation be- 
tween the two countries and consid- 
ered the possibility of boosting co- 
operation in the area of investment 
in the agro-industrial and energy 
sectors. 


PHOTO — EMBASSY OF UKRAINE/OREST DUBAS 
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sits Canada 


Official talks with Canada’s Foreign Minister John Manley. 


The Canadian foreign minister 
confirmed Canada’s commitment to 
assist in accelerating Ukraine’s ad- 
mission into the World Trade Or- 
ganization. 

Also, given that Ukraine currently 
holds the rotating presidency of the 
United Nations Security Council, the 
two foreign ministers discussed the 


PHOTO — EMBASSY OF UKRAINE/OREST DUBAS 
Meeting with representatives of the Ukrainian Canadian Community. Left to right: Victor Pedenko, Secretary 
General of the World Congress of Ukrainians, Toronto; Maria Shkambara, President of the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Congress (UCC) in Toronto; Marta Vynnycka, UCC President in Ottawa; Foreign Minister Anatoliy Zlenko; 
Ukraine 15 Ambassador to Canada Yuri Scherbak; Oksana Sokolyk, World Federation of Women’s Organizations 
in Toronto; Nestor Gayowsky, Canada’s First General Consul in Ukraine; Yevhen Czolij, National President of 


The Board, Committees and Staff of 


BUDUCHNIST CREDIT UNION 
extend warmest wishes for a Happy Easter! 


Head office: 2280 Bloor St. W., Toronto, Ontario M6S 1N9 (416) 763-6883 


activities of the Security Council. 

The two also paid particular at- 
tention to Ukrainian Canadian co- 
operation in consolidating the inter- 
national community’s efforts to re- 
solve issues connected with the clo- 
sure of the Chornoby] nuclear plant. 

There was an exchange of views 
on the current political situation in 
Ukraine. Zlenko reaffirmed the ef- 
forts of Ukraine’s leadership to fa- 
cilitate transparent and objective 
investigation of the circumstances 
surrounding the disappearance of 

journalist Heorhiy Gongadze. He 
restated the Ukrainian government’s 
intention to strictly abide by the 
Ukrainian constitution and laws 
when resolving conflicts. 

Both parties agreed to draft pro- 
posals for concrete initiatives to 
implement the special partnership 
between Ukraine and Canada. They 
agreed to set up a working group on 
this matter. 

The two foreign ministers signed 
an intergovernmental framework 
agreement on destruction of antiper- 
sonnel mines in Ukraine, which 
marks the start of implementation of 
a joint Ukrainian-Canadian project 
for destruction of Ukraine’s stock- 
piles of anti-personnel mines that 
have been banned under interna- 
tional conventions. 

The framework agreement de- 
fines the mechanism for implemen- 
tation of the project and opens the 
way for “practical work” with do- 
nor countries an financing the 
project. 

This project will soon be pre- 
sented in Brussels with the goal of 
finding donor-nations willing to fi- 
nance the destruction of antiperson- 
nel mines in Ukraine in partnership 
with Canada. 

Zlenko also met with Canada’s 
Minister for International Coopera- 
tion, Maria Minna. It was during this 
meeting that Canada announced its 
decision to provide humanitarian aid 
to flood victims in the Transcar- 
pathian region in Western Ukraine. 
The two ministers shared their views 
on ways of broadening Canadian- 
Ukrainian cooperation in the field 
of technological assistance to de- 
velop infrastructure of the land mar- 
ket. support farms, modernize the 
fuel and energy complex. 

Then, Ukraine’s Foreign Minster 
met with Canada’s Minister for In- 
ternational Trade, Pierre Pettigrew. 
They discussed the state and pros- 
pects for bilateral trade between 
Ukraine and Canada as well as in- 
vestment cooperation in the prior- 
ity industries. The turnover of goods 
between Ukraine and Canada in 
2000 increased almost two fold if 
compared the previous year and is 
the biggest on the history of bilat- 
eral relations. Canada voiced its sup- 
port of Ukraine’s admission into the 


WTO and also confirmed its readi- 
ness to further help Ukraine in this 
issue, that will facilitate trade and 
economic cooperation between the 
two countries. 

Foreign Minister Zlenko also held 
a meeting with heads of the major 
Ukrainian organizations in Canada 
— the Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress, the World Congress of 
Ukrainians and the World Federa- 
tion of Ukrainian Women’s Organi- 
zations. 

Addressing the participants, the 
minister emphasized the essential 
role that Ukrainians outside 
Ukraine, in particular the Ukrainian 
diaspora in Canada, have played in 
the Ukrainian people’s struggle for 
independence and in supporting 
Ukraine during the first few years 
of its emergence on the world scene. 
He noted that Canada, which is a 
highly respected country with a 1 
million-strong Ukrainian commu- 
nity, occupies a special place in 
Ukraine’s foreign policy. 

In turn, The president of the UCC, 
Eugene Czolij, stressed that Ukrain- 
ian Canadians are proud of the fact 
that Canada was the first western 
country to recognize Ukraine’s in- 
dependence. According to Czolij, 
Ukrainians Canadians will continue 
in their efforts to ensure that Canada 
remains Ukraine’s reliable partner. 
On behalf of the WCU, the umbrella 
organization that unites more than 
20 million Ukrainians outside 
Ukraine, Secretary General Viktor 
Pedenko noted that Ukraine must 
use its diaspora’s great potential to 
its maximum. He assured that 
Ukrainian organizations around the 
globe are ready to assist the Ukrain- 
ian nation and lobby its interests 
abroad. 

During the meeting the parties 
discussed ways to deepen the ties of 
Ukrainians outside Ukraine — ties 
with their historical motherland and 
involvement of the Ukrainian 
diaspora of Canada in the develop- 
ment of Ukrainian-Canadian bilat- 
eral cooperation, especially in the 
economic sphere, Zlenko also in- 
formed the participants about the 
arrangements for the Third World 
Forum of Ukrainians that will be 
held during the celebration of the 
10th anniversary of Ukraine’s inde- 
pendence. 

During his visit to Canada, Zlenko 
also met with the Canada’s Deputy 
Premier Herb Gray and the Speaker 
of the House of Commons Peter 
Milliken. 

All meetings between the two 
sides were held in a spirit of warmth, 
friendship and cooperation. 

During the visit Ukrainian Min- 
ister gave an interview to the “Ot- 
tawa Citizen” and CBC-Radio, and 
delivered a speech at the National 
Press Club. 
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ALL PHOTOS -- MARCO LEVYTSKY 
Dancers performing at Yarmarok. 


Yarmarok 2001 draws 3,000 


The event raised over $7,000. 

This was the fifth Yarmarok since 
it’s conception in 1988. It included 
over 30 booths of exhibitors, as well 
as children’s games, the opportunity 
to pet real farm and zoo animals at 
the Indoor Petting Zoo, “Baba’s 
Kitchen” and a bake sale. 

Among the performers featured at 
the Entertainment Stage were: Irene 
Chamszuk, Lubov Kachmar, 
Shumka School of Dance, Veselka 
Ukrainian Dance Association, 
Verkhovyna School of Ukrainian 
Dance, St. Basil’s Ukrainian Dance 
Group, Gibbons Vaselli Ukrainian 
Dancers, Millenia Ukrainian Band 
and Sopilka School of Ukrainian 
Dance. 

Nadia Sas and Deanne Miskew 
were the Fundraising Co-ordinators 
for the Yarmarok 2001 Organizing 
Committee, which also included: 
Taras Podilsky, Larissa Podilsky, 
Karen McDonald, Grant McDonald, 
Debbie Remeika and Melanie 
Bojkewich. 

The winners of the Yarmarok 
2001 50/50 Draws were: 1st Prize, 
$423 — Cathy Eyben; 2nd Prize — 
2 gold seat tickets to the Oilers vs. 
Wild April 4th game — Grace 
Omilian; 3rd & 4th Prize, 2 one hour 
tank rides at Namao Base — Ed 
Wirsta and Graham Pardue. 

The Colouring Contest Winners 
(Sponsored by Capital City Savings 
— Delton Branch) were: Age 5-7 
Category, 1st Prize ($75) — Ashley 
Van Der Putten, 2nd Prize ($25) — 
Alexandra Jiffinger; Age 8-9 Cat- 
egory, 158 Prize ($75) — Katelyn 
Malayko, 2nd Prize ($25) — Yuri 
Walkiw; Age 5-7 Category, 1st Prize 
($75) — Larissa Walkiw, 2nd Prize 
($25) — Mary-Ann Sech. 


March 17-18. 

Paid attendance for the event was 
just over 1400, but that only includes 
adults and non-performing teen- 
agers. Children under 12 and per- 
formers were let in free. 


(UkrNews)—An estimated 3,000 
people visited Yarmarok 2001, the 
biannual fundraiser, organized by 
the Verkhovyna Ukrainian Song and 
Dance Ensemble, at the Ukrainian 
Youth Unity Complex in Edmonton, 


Pipe. > Ven - 
The Indoor Petting Zoo provided the opportunity to pet real farm апі- 
mals. 


THE UKRAINIAN 
EXPERIENGE 


Five 30-minutes segments on 
one VHS colour video. 


The story of Ukraine from the 
founding of Kiev to the recent 
Declaration of Independence. 


Part!l- From Antiquity to the 
Rise of Kiev 

From the Fall of Kiev 
to the Rise of the 
Hetman State 

From the "Ruin" to the 
1905 Revolution 
Modern History of 
Ukraine 

The Diaspora & 
Ukrainians in Canada 


Part Il - 


Part Ill - 


Part IV - 


The Yarmarok bunny greets a young visitor. 


Part V- 


Rada again passes proportional election bill 


(RFE/RL)—The parliament on March 22 voted 284 to nine to pass a 
new bill on the introduction of a proportional party-list system in parlia- 
mentary elections, taking into account 23 out of the 38 changes proposed 
by President Leonid Kuchma, Interfax reported. 

The bill stipulates that only parties supported by no less than 4 percent 
of voters nationwide can be represented in the parliament. 

Kuchma vetoed the previous bill, arguing that it limited citizens’ con- 
stitutional right to elect their representatives to the parliament by shifting 
a majority of election process prerogatives to political parties. 


The Ukrainian Experience 15 
narrated by Ukrainian ethnologist 
Roman Onufnjchuk. Enhanced with 
colourful visuals, anecdotes, pathos, 
humour and music. This video has 
received rave reviews! Avaluable 
addition to any home library or 
resource centre. 

Produced in 1992 by the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress, BC 
Provincial Council, this video is 
available for only 565.00. 


Realty Specialists Inc. 
Independently Owned and Operated 


24Hr (905) 828-3434 
Cell (416) 823-5551 


В усіх справах купна та продажу прошу 
звертатися до 


3819 Sunset St. Burnaby, В.С., Canada V5G 1T4 
Tel.: (604) 430-5454; Fax: (604) 430-2244 
Email: cascade@surelux.com 
Website: www.surelux.com/cascade 


To all our clients and members 
of the Ukrainian community, 
ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 
From all of us at 
CASCADE TRAVEL LTD. 


"Working for Multiculturalism" 


The Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre (URDC) at 
Grant MacEwan Community College is an endowed centre which 
fosters innovation, leadership and education. 


URDC is Canada's only Ukrainian Centre within a community 
college setting. In co-operation with community organizations, 
external agencies, post-secondary institutions and government, 
URDC develops and co-ordinates major cultural and educational 
projects and multicultural programming within the national and 
international Ukrainian community. 


In addition to publishing a newsletter, URDC administers an 
awards program annually, in several different categories. 


For further information, or to receive URDC's newsletter, contact: 
Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre 

Grant MacEwan College 

Box 1796, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2P2 

Tel: (780) 497-4374; Fax: (780) 497-4377 


«ДОПОМАГАЙМО НАШІЙ ГРОМАДІ» 
"LOOKING AFTER THE COMMUNITY'S NEEDS" 


"ECHOES of UKRAINE" 
VANCOUVERSB:C, 
Presents on VALS for Easier giving... 


1. "PYSANKA WORKSHOP" - Featuring Richmond pysanka artist Joan Brander 
at the Richmond Art Gallery, BC. Introduction & historical overview by Theresa 
Herchak, local teacher and expert on Ukrainian Culture. From Step 1 to a lovely 


Р. ! 
erfect Pysanka 1/2 hour - $22.00 


2. "ЗМЕКІСНКА " — On tour across Canada in 1993, this musical group from 
Ukraine was taped at Roger's Studios. Tenors Paul Dvorsky and the late Nazary 
Yaremchuk sing their original songs accompanied by the musical group, Smerichka. 
The Pysanka Duo sing to virtuoso tsymblay accompaniment. 

1 hour - $25.00 


3. "UKRAINIAN CENTENNIALALBUM" - Award winning video of highlights 
of BC's Celebrations surrounding the Centenary of Ukrainian Settlement in Canada. 
You will see Centennial Days at the Plaza of Nations in 1991 to the spectacular 
1992 Ukrainian Pavilion at the PNE. 

1 hour - $25.00 


4. "UKRAINIAN SHOWCASE 2000" - At the Plaza of Nations (scene of EXPO 
86) in beautiful Vancouver. Featuring Canadian stars Luba Goy, Ed Evanko, Tropak 
Dance Theatre, Svitanok Chorus, Tanksgiving Moleben presented in the outdoor 
Plaza. In the large Exhibit Main Hall, many cultural exhibits and a special 
presentation of Ukrainian Dress & Costumes from various regions of Ukraine to 
the accompaniment of Bandura music played by Ruta Yawney. A wonderful portrait 
of the event of the Millennium Year! 1 hour - $25.00 


For this specil Easter offer, mailing charges & taxes are included in the price 


uoted. Please make cheques out to: UCC - BC Provincial Council, #205 - 3495 
‘ambie Street, Vancouver, В.С., V5Z 4R3. Tel.: (604) 324 7580. 


Радісних і веселих свят 
Христового Воскресіння 


Членам Головної, Крайових і 
Z Станичних Управ Братства кол. 
КО Вояків І-ої Української Дивізії YHA, 
всій дивізійній братії, їх родинам, 


комбатантам усіх українських 
збройних формацій та всій 
українській спільноті 
бажає 


КРАЙОВА УПРАВА БРАТСТВА 1-ої УД УНА 
Торонто, Канада 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! ВОЇСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС! 
Радісних Свят Христового Воскресення 


бажає 


HANNAS SEEDS | 
Head Office: 
Lacombe, Alberta 
782-6671 
Edmonton Direct: 424-7966 
Toll Free: 1-800-661-1529 


УКРАЇНСЬКЕ НАЦІОНАЛЬНЕ ОБ'ЄДНАННЯ 


та 
ОРГАНІЗАЦІЯ УКРАЇНОК КАНАДИ 
Кдмонтон 


вітають 
Крайову Управу, членів та 
членок УНО, OYK, УСГ ma 
МУНО Алумні та весь 
український народ із святами 
Воскресіння Христового. 


ХРИСТОС 
ВОСКРЕС! 


ВОЇСТИНУ 
ВОСКРЕС! 


ЦЕНТРАЛЯ УКРАЇНЦІВ КАТОЛИКІВ 
Кдмонтонської Кпархії 


Зі світлим празником 
Христового Воскресення 
щиро вітає голову Помісної 
Української Католицької 
Церкви, Блаженішого | 
Патріярха Мирослава Івана, 
| Високопреосвященного 
“ Митрополита Михаїла, 
Преосвященного Владику 
: Лаврентія, усе Духовенство, 
«з ; Чернецтво, Мирян, Проводи 
ee owt Членство Українських 
Громадських, Організацій та Incmumyyjiti та ввесь 
Український Нарід у світі. 
Люба Ковальчик, голова Централі 
Юліян Нагнибіда, голова Братства YKK 

Галя Сірман, голова ЛУКЖК 

Петруся Фольдер, голова YKIOK 


UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC COUNCIL 
Edmonton Eparchy 


With the feast of Christ's Resurrection we wish all 
Ukrainian Community a happy and blessed Easter. 


Luba Kowalchyk, UCCC President 
Julian Nahnybida, UCBC President 
Helen Sirman, UCWLC President 
Patricia Foulder, UCYC President 
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Від права на ліво: Пані Христина Фрейзер, Ірена Белл, Нестор Гайовський, амбасадор Дерек 
Фрейзер, Модест Цмоць, Ярослав Заєць, Орест Новаківський. 


ШЩикл «Лекції послів» 


Нова програма Кафедри українських 
студій Оттавського університету 


Юлія Войчишин 

Столиця кожної держави має перевагу над 
іншими містами тим, що в ній, крім федерального 
уряду, знаходяться також представництва інших 
держав - дипломатичний світ. Використовуючи 
цей факт, Кафедра українських студій Оттав- 
ського університету, крім вже існуючих програм, 
започаткувала нову програму - цикл «Лекції 
послів». 

Їнавгурація серії відбулася 27-го лютого у The 
Senate Room, Tabaret Hall Оттавського універ- 
ситету. Першим у серії, яка включатиме послів 
різних країн, була доповідь “Canada-Ukraine Re- 
lations” Дерек Фрейзера, канадського посла в 
Україні. Вечір відкрив керівник Кафедри україн- 
ських студій професор політичних наук д-р 
Теофіль Kic. Він пояснив що: The Chair's unique 
position of being situated in the Nation’s Capital 
makes it possible for us to draw upon the wealth of 
special, diplomatic expertise on Ukraine and on 
Canada-Ukraine relations”. 

Представила амбасадора Фрейзера член Дорад- 
чої ради Кафедри професор англістики д-р Ірина 
Макарик. Пан Фрейзер закінчив Університет 
Бритійської Колюмбії в 1958 році на факультеті 
історії та міжнародніх студій, в 1959 році осягнув 
Certificate d’Etudes francaises в Університеті de 
Montpellier, a в 1963 році закінчив право Ha 
Університеті Бритійської Колумбії. Тогож року 
він зачав свою працю в Департаменті закордонних 
справ і міжнародньої торгівлі і служив в Сайгоні, 
Бонн, Москві і Брюселі. Від 1988 до 1993 року 


- був амбасадором в Мадярщині, від 1995 до! 


1998-го року - в Греції, а від 1998 року він є 
амбасадором в Україні. Пан Фрейзер жонатий з 
Dr. Christina Hantel-Fraser і вони мають четверо 
дітей. 

У свойому вступі амбасадор сказав, що він 
свої завваги зведе до мінімум, а натомість 
відповість на якнайбільше питань, тому що він 
знає що багато присутніх цікавляться Україною 
і мають специфічні і цікаві погляди на ситуацію 
в Україні і на політику Канади стосовно України. 
На початку він подав основу взаємовідносин між 
Канадою й Україною і пояснив чому існують 
спеціяльні зв'язки між ними. 

В першу чергу заявив він “We are part of 
European civilization апа what happens in Europe 
is of great importance to us”. Останнє століття - 
це час активної участи Канади в Европі, а Перша 
і Друга світові війни, де загинуло непропорційно 
більше канадців ніж американців (хоч населення 
Америки багатократно перевищувало канадське 
населення), скріпили зв'язки, які продовжуються 
в сучасній службі миротворців НАТО на тих 
теренах. 

В другу чергу треба усвідомити особливі 
відносини між Канадою й Україною. Еміграцію 
з України до Канади починає амбасадор Фрейзер 
від 1885 року і вичисляє позитивний вклад 
українців у всі сфери канадського життя. Тому 


то канадський уряд так зацікавлений в демокра- 
тизації України і дає більше технічної допомоги 
Україні ніж будьякій іншій східньо-европейській 
державі. Ї це буде продовжуватися. 

Але, треба признати, каже посол, що канадці 
дещо розчаровані повільною демократизацією в 
Україні і уважають, що економічні реформи 
поступають за повільно і не ефективно. Але 
треба розуміти ситуацію України в колишньому 
Союзі, каже пан Фрейзер, тому: “...we have to 
accept that the challenge that Ukraine accepted in 
choosing independance, democracy and the market 
economy was a greater challenge than that under- 
taken by any central European country and per- 
haps even by Russia’. 

Україна потребувала більше часу для створення 
державної структури, тому що все попередня 
влада концентрувалася в Москві, як і відродження 
“common sense” національної ідентичности. Не 
було української економії, бо все було в руках 
Москви. Ї найголовніше, в протилежності до 
інших східньо-европейських країн, “Ukraine had 
по historic memory о market economy”, сказав 
посол. Беручи до уваги все попередньо сказане, 
він ствердив, що Канада буде і надалі підтриму- 
вати Україну, яка, хоч поволі, а все ж таки 
поступає вперед. 

Після доповіді присутні ставили питання, на 
які амбасадор Фрейзер дав вичерпні відповіді. 
Доповідачеві подякувала д-р Наталія Михайли- 
шин. Координатор Кафедри пані Ірена Белл 
повідомила, що наступна лекція цього циклу 
буде “Ukraine and the Challenge of Globaliza- 
tion”, амбасадора України в Канаді д-ра Юрія 
Щербака, 18-го квітня 2001 року. 


Ющенко 
виправляється... 


(Українська Правда)--На прийом до 
Тимошенко крім активістів опозиції записався і 
колишній начальник. Ющенко хоче побачитися 
з екс-віце-прем'єром і поговорити про шляхи 
виходу з конфлікту. 

«Ми зустрінемося, обговоримо... і будемо 
працювати над тим, як, де вийти з цих соціяльних 
конфліктів, в які занурилося українське 
суспільство», - сказав прем'єр 28 березня 
журналістам на з'їзді УСПІ. 

13 лютого, в день арешту Тимошенко, прем'єр 
підписав - разом 3 Кучмою і Плющем - 
звернення до українського народу, в якому 
опозиції були приклеєні ярлики «фашистів». 

Трохи більше ніж за місяць Ющенко зізнався, 
що «форма звернення дещо тенденційна і грішить 
місцями, витриманими в демагогічному стилі, 
неприпустимому сьогодні». А суть звернення 
кожний з трьох підписантів вкладав свою. 
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Ukraine’s relationship with West analyzed 


(CIUS)—When Ukraine became 
an independent state in 1991, it was 
believed by some that the young 
country would quickly manage to 
shed the negative political and eco- 
nomic legacies of Soviet rule and 
begin to integrate more closely with 
the West, especially with the Euro- 
pean Union (EU). 

Hopes were especially high 
among diaspora Ukrainians living in 
the West. At the same time, it was 
anticipated that Western countries 
would propose and implement con- 
sistent policies to encourage such 
developments. Events of the past ten 
years have shown, however, that 
Ukraine has largely failed to reor- 
ganize its economy and political 
system, while Western countries, 
especially those of the EU, have not 
developed comprehensive and 
steadfast policies to encourage 
Ukraine’s eventual integration into 
European economic, political and 
security structures. 

These were some of the main con- 
clusions reached by Dr. Oleksandr 
Pavliuk, director of the Kyiv centre 
of the East West Institute, who de- 
livered this year’s Shevchenko lec- 
ture, “A Challenging Decade: 
Ukraine and the West, 1991-2001,” 
on March 8 at the University of Al- 
berta in Edmonton. The annual 
Shevchenko Lecture is sponsored by 
the Ukrainian Professional and 
Business Club of Edmonton and or- 
ganized by the Canadian Institute of 
Ukrainian Studies (CIUS). 

Dr. Pavliuk began his talk by com- 
menting on the current political situ- 
ation in Ukraine, which he charac- 
terized as “the most serious politi- 
cal crisis since independence.” The 
crisis, he noted, not only highlights 
the incomplete and flawed nature of 
Ukraine’s transition, but also “the 
fragility of its geopolitical standing” 
and foreign policy orientations, 
which also raises serious questions 
about its future relations with the 
West. The crisis has already led toa 
warming of relations with Russia, 
the growth of Russian influence in 
Ukraine, and the weakening of 
Ukraine’s Western orientation. Both 
Ukraine and the West need to review 
their policies if they are to develop 
a closer relationship. 

The body of the talk, as the title 
Suggests, was a summary and analy- 
sis of relations between the West and 
Ukraine over the last ten years. In 
his analysis, Dr. Pavliuk divided the 
decade into four distinctive periods 
that reflect the evolution of West- 
em attitudes and policies toward 
Ukraine. 

The fitst, from 1991 to 1993, 
Oleksandr Pavliuk characterized as 
a period of neglect. The West’s at- 
tention was focused largely on Rus- 
sia, while Ukraine was viewed with 
skepticism and suspicion, in part 
because of Kyiv’s reluctance to part 
with its nuclear weapons. Relations 
in this period did not advance much 
beyond diplomatic recognition. 
Growing instability in Russia, how- 
ever, and its shift to a more aggres- 
sive foreign policy, led to a reassess- 
ment of the Western attitudes toward 
Ukraine. 

There followed what Dr. Pavliuk 
described as the period of support, 
from 1995-1997, which was char- 
acterized by Ukraine’s increasing 
cooperation with the West. This in- 
cluded both political and economic 
support. Cooperation began with the 
IMF and other international finan- 
cial institutions and foreign relations 
with the West developed favourably. 
Ukraine acceded to the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty, which was 
of great concern to the West. It also 
was the first CIS country to sign a 

NATO Partnership for Peace agree- 


б 
Dr. Oleksandr Pavliuk 


ment. In July 1997, a Charter on 
Distinctive Partnership with NATO 
was agreed to, which seemed to an- 
chor Ukraine’s geopolitical position 
in the West. Ukraine openly declared 
its goal as integration into European 
and Euro-Atlantic structures, which 
implied EU and NATO membership. 
Western politicians, for their part, 
paid lip service to Ukraine’s 
“geostrategic importance.” During 
this period Ukraine also achieved 
macroeconomic stabilization, intro- 
duced a new currency, and adopted 
a democratic constitution. 

The years of support and coopera- 
tion were followed in 1998-99 by a 
period of Western frustration. At the 
end of 1997 and in early 1998, West- 
em optimism as to Ukraine’s com- 
mitment to economic reform began 
to fade. The Lazarenko (1996-97) 
and Pustovoitenko (1997-99) gov- 
ernments were corrupt and largely 
anti-reform, which served the eco- 
nomic interests of Ukraine’s increas- 
ingly powerful nomenklatura-based 
and oligarchic clans and groups. 
Ukraine was subjected to increasing 
westem criticism and itself became 
frustrated with the West, especially 
with the EU, which would not even 
consider Ukraine for membership. 

The fourth period of Ukraine’s 
relations with the West may be char- 
acterized, according to Pavliuk, as 
the beginning of Western disengage- 
ment. Ironically, following Leonid 
Kuchma’s re-election as president in 
1999, the momentum for reform in 
Ukraine seemed strong. The govern- 
ment of Viktor Yushchenko suc- 
ceeded in implementing some badly 
needed reforms, such as the partial 
restructuring the energy sector. Posi- 
tive GDP growth occurred for the 
first time since independence, while 
wage and pension arrears were 
eliminated or greatly reduced. Yet 
resistance to reform remained strong 
in the state bureaucracy, oligarchic 
clans and corporate groups. Kuchma 
and the leaders of the oligarchy were 
also becoming critical of 
Yushchenko, as reforms began to 
curtail shady business practices. 
Moreover, authoritarian tendencies 
within the Kuchma presidency, al- 
ready evident in the prelude to the 
1998 parliamentary elections, and 
especially during the 1999 presiden- 
tial elections, continued to grow. 
Ukraine’s chronic energy depend- 
ency on and indebtedness to Rus- 
sia, and the latter’s more assertive 
stance toward Ukraine under Putin, 
further complicated matters. 

Western responses to Ukraine’s 
growing problems in this last period 
were inadequate, said Dr. Pavliuk. 
Although assistance was promised 
to the Yushchenko government, 
Ukraine was essentially left alone to 
deal with its problems. “The lack of 


trust in Ukraine and a good portion 
of skepticism that had accumulated 
in Western capitals in previous years 
hit hardest the government that de- 
served it least and at the most inap- 
propriate time,” he concluded. 
Ukraine was deprived of IMF assist- 
ance for more than a year and the 
EU remained noncommital as to 
Ukraine’s integration. Pavliuk 
pointed out that the withdrawal of 
IMF support not only deprived the 
West of serious influence over 
Ukraine’s leaders, but also made it 
more difficult for Ukraine to resist 
pressure to give Russian companies 
State assets in return for debt relief. 
As a result, Ukraine’s Western ori- 
entation weakened, as did the stand- 
ing of its reform-minded leaders. 
The dismissal of Ukraine’s pro- 
Western foreign minister, Borys 
Tarasiuk, in September 2000 was 
indicative of Ukraine’s cooling re- 
lations with the West and its more 
pro-Russian orientation. 

In analyzing the question what 
went wrong with the Ukraine-West 
relationship, Dr. Pavliuk indicated 
Ukraine’s inability to reform itself 
as the main cause. He also noted the 
West’s ambivalence and incoherent 
policies toward Ukraine as a contrib- 
uting factor. 

In his closing remarks, Pavliuk 
focused on Ukraine’s current crisis 
and posited that it “might become a 
decisive moment in Ukraine’s inde- 
pendent history.” Although the 
Gongadze-Kuchmagate crisis has 
resulted in negative coverage in the 
world media, criticism from the 
West, and increasing Russian influ- 
ence, the crisis has presented 
Ukraine with an opportunity to bring 
about positive change. In addition, 
Pavliuk noted, the crisis has raised 
concern in the West about Ukraine’s 
future, and this could lead, he specu- 
lated, to the West’s re-engagement 
with and support for Ukraine. 

In the short term, Ukraine’s rela- 
tions with the West depend on the 
type of Ukraine that emerges from 
the current political crisis. The West, 
Pavliuk posited, could help resolve 
the crisis in Ukraine’s favour and in 
its own interests if it comes up “with 
bold decisions and a clear-cut short- 
term strategy vis-a-vis Ukraine” to 
facilitate democratic change without 
pushing Ukraine further toward 
Russia. Unfortunately, Pavliuk 
noted, the West does not seem to 
have such a strategy. 
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WHEATLEY SADOWNIK 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 


Wishing you and your family all the 
best of the Easter season. 
ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


2000 SUN LIFE PLACE е 10123-99 STREET е EDMONTON, ALBERTA © T5J 3H1 
TEL (780) 423-6671 FAX (780) 420-6327 


XPHCTOC BOCKPEC! 
Радісних та здорових Великодніх Свят 


гі 
Meat Co. Ltd. 


12165 Fort Rd., Edmonton, Alberta 
479-1714 Phones 477-1028 


ХРИСТОС 


З празником Христового 
Воскресення бажаємо всім 
радісних Великодніх Свят 


... from the Ukrainian Bilingual 
Program students and staff of 


"St. Matthew Catholi 
Elementary Schoo 


Elementary School | | al 
| 8735 Geet Ave, Edmonto 


St. Kevin Catholic _ 
_ Junior High School || 
Edmonton 
8301 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


ВОЇСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС! 


апа 
GRADE ONE 
Реєструйте своїх дітей в 
передшкіллях та школах з 
українсько-англійською програмою 
«Веселі діти, задоволені родичі, 
дбайливі учителі» 


с 
~ CS 5 


а 


Ласкаво просимо Вас відвідати наші школи та побачити на свої очі, як Діє наша двомовна 
програма. Спільно наші діти, канадці та новоприбулі, навчаються, бавляться, сміються та 


торують свої освітні шляхи. 


Нашу двомовну програму денно викладають в англійській та в українській мовах. 


Часто батькі думають, що їхні діти не засвоять англійської мови. Ваші діти не тільки засвоять 
англійську й українську мови, але в четвертій клясі почнуть вивчати французьку мову. 


Задзвоніть, прийдіть, подивіться. 


Батьківська організація UBLA фінансово зменшує кошти за транспортування дітей шкільними 


автобусами з різних околиць міста до призначених шкіл. 


Delwood School 
7315 Delwood Road 
(north of 134 Ave) 
476-3969 


Holyrood School 


TS 
7920 - 94 Ave 


466-2292 A 
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WEST ARKA 


2282 Bloor St. W., Toronto, Ont, Canada М65 1N9 


Fine Gifts 

Authentic Ukrainian Handicrafts 
Art, Books, CDs, Ceramics, 
Embroidered Goods and Supplies 
Gold Jewellery, Icons, Magazines, 
Newspapers, Pysankas and Supplies 
All Services to Ukraine, Mail-orders 


A. R. CHORNY 
Tel.: (416) 762-8751 + Fax: (416) 767-6839 
Email: andrew@westarka.com 
Web site: westarka.com 


LYSALTA 


CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 


INDEPENDENT 
MUTUAL FUND DEALER 


TERRY LYS 
President 
(403) 239-8515 
4 Edelweiss Cres. NW, Calgary, AB 


Investing for a Strong 
Tomorrow 


Христос Воскрес! 


Бажаємо Радісних Великодніх Свят 
особливо для тих що 
святкують перший 
Великдень в Канаді. 
КАНАДСЬКО-УКРАЇНСЬКА ЇіМіГРАЦІЙНА СЛУЖБА 
Canadian Ukrainian Immigrant Aid Society 

Suite 96, 2150 Bloor St. W. Toronto, Ont. 

(416) 767-4595 


Христос Воскрес! 
Веселих Великодніх Свят. 


New Factory Qutlet: Restaurants: 
106 North Queen St. 2199 Bloor St. W. 
(416) 231-1498 (416) 769-5020 
Fe 95 Front St. E 
(416) 366-7259 


(416) 231-0304; 106 North Queen St. 


95 Кефір, йогурт, сир, гуслянка 


Ресторан відкритий від 7 год. рано до 1:30 рано 


МАТРИМОНІЯЛЬНЕ 
Українка, 38 років, донечці 14 років, розлучена не зі своєї 
вини. Познайомлюся з паном відповідного віку від 40 до 60 
років, бажаю з українцем, який мешкає в Канаді, Америці 
або в інших державах. Моя адреса: Україна, 282220 обл. 
Тернопільська, м. Бучач, вул. Б. Хмельницького 59. Собків 
Олександра Іванівна. 


САДОЧОК Св. ЙОСАФАТА 10825-97 вул., Едмонтон. Подаємо 
до загального відома, що реєстрація дітей до садочка у віці 3-5 
років на рік 2001-2002 тепер відбувається. Щіль садочка -- дати 
дітям нагоду гратися й вчитися в українському оточенні. За 
додатковими інформаціями звертайтеся до Ганусі, тел. 460-2458. 


ark. 
сур мВ, 


FUNERAL ADMINISTRATORS AND DI nicer 
“THE CHAPEL ON THE BOULEVARD” з 


FAMILY OWNED.” 
AND OPERATED | 


* serving families since 1941 

. prearranged funeral plans 

* crematorium on site 

- provincial, national & intemationg| service 


(780) 426-0050 +24: HRS. 
EDMONTON: 9709 - 11 AVENUE 


Visit us at: www.parkmemor 
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С А 


OTHER LOCATIONS: VEGREVILLE » MAYERTHORPE 
SMOKY LAKE - WILDWOOD - LAMONT 
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Москаль і москальство в 
Шоевченковій поезії 


(YBAH)—Ha повищу тему, 25 березня, ц.р., з 
рамени УВАН у Канаді, у приміщеннях Осередку 
УКО в Вінніпезі, д-р Ярослав Розумний, проф. 
Манітобського Університету, виголосив доповідь 
з приводу 140-річчя смерти Тараса Шевченка. 
На основі нових матеріялів, що появилися у 
тритомнику Кирило-Мефодіївське товариство 
(Київ, 1990), він проілюстрував радянське фаль- 
шування слова москаль у Шевченковій поезії, 
яке радянські шевченкознавці послідовно поясню- 
вали словом «солдат» або »дворянин», включно 
з виданням Кобзаря 1989 і 1991 року, де ще 
говориться: «Тема Катерини» - страждання 
простої жінки, яку спокусив і покинув дворянин». 
Ї за подібним ключем коментовано Шевченкового 
москаля у всіх його творах, 

Натомість, переклади Шевченкових поезій на 
російську мову, зроблені спеціялістами Ш Відділу 
(царського органу політичного розшуку і слідства) 
для судового процесу над кирило-методіївцями, 
1847 року, всюди Шевченків етнонім москаль 
перекладають «русский», а Московщина - «Рос- 
cus». Шевченкове: «Кохайтеся, чорнобриві, та 
не з москалями...» - перекладено «Любите, чер- 
нобровьт6е, только не русских, они чужие и введут 
вас в беду, русский шутя полюбит й уйдет в 
свою Россию... они чужие и смеются над вами...» 
Ї так перекладається слово москаль у всіх 
Шевченкових поемах, перекладених ШІ Відділом. 

Крім «Катерини», доповідач зупинився над 
темою свідомого й несвідомого гріха зради 
москалеві в містерії «Великий льох», і над темою 
москальства - в «Москалевій криниці». 

В «Великому льоху», за несвідомий гріх зради, 
караються три душі молодих дівчат - одна за 
те, що перейшла (з повними відрами) шлях 
Хмельницькому, як він їхав у Переяслав 3 
Москвою договір підписувати; друга за те, що 
Петрові І коня напоїла, як він вертався з-під 
Полтави; а третя-немовля згрішила тим, що 
всміхнулася до галери Катерини П . «Три ворони» 
символізують свідомий гріх зради своєї батьків- 
щини, а три «лірники» відображують провідну 
верству в Україні Шевченкового часу - втомлену, 
байдужу й несвідому. Всі вони, у свій спосіб, 
зраджують і служать москалеві. 

В «Москалевій криниці» (1857), в особі «мос- 
каля» Максима, зображена омосковлена частина 
українського суспільства Шевченкового 19-го ст. 


Ї в цій поемі, говорив доповідач, виступає новий 
Шевченків герой - «варнак», який топить 
«москаля» Максима в його власній криниці. 

У другій частині своєї доповіді, д-р Розумний 
зупинився над причиною радянського маскування 
вчинків москаля і запропонував наступне 
вияснення: «Для будівничих нової імперії - 
Радянського Союзу - який творився на базі 
російського етносу та формувався на його мові 
й культурі, було необхідним відкинути сплямлене 
зображення москаля й небезпеку москальства 
та створити нове, очищене, навіть ідеалізоване, 
обличчя будівничих імперії, оголосивши цей народ 
«братнім» та «найстаршим» у слов'янській сім'ї». 

Було необхідним, він твердить, піднести 
історичний і політичний профіль того народу й 
зобразити його, не як займанця, а як будівничого 
та запустити історичне коріння нової імперії 
визначити провідну ролю тієї сили та вкласти 
це в гімн «непорушного» Союзу, який «навічно» 
зв'язала «Великая Русь». 

Від українців треба було забрати Шевченка і 
приєднати його до цього творення, відповідно 
скоментувавши ї скоригувавши його, а особливо 
Шевченкові референції до тих місць в історії 
України, до яких мала відношення або вмішу- 
валась Росія. 

Тому, гріх зведення і зради Шевченкової Кате- 
рини знімається з Івана-росіянина й перекидаєть- 
ся на аморфного Ївана-солдата, або зводиться цю 
зраду до рівня марксистської «класової боротьби». 

Однак, замість очиститися, продовжував проф. 
Розумний, «радянська» маска нашарувалася 
новими - ще глибшими сказами, масштабнішими 
злочинами геноцидів, тюрем, заслань і смертей 
невинних людей, а на тих, що осталися живими 
залишила травми та незагоєні рани. «Чи новий 
політичний клімат, — риторично запитав доповідач, 
- який прийшов на територію розваленого Союзу 
скине попередні маски - покаже майбутнє». | 

Свою доповідь д-р Розумний закінчив, зверта- 
ючись до сучасної політичної кризи в Україні, 
в 10-річчя її незалежности, і коли на вершках 
держави говориться про «спільність багатств» 
- Київської Русі - «Значить, сказав він, «моска- 
левої криниці» в Україні ще не засипано, «чорні 
ворони» продовжують кружляти над Шевченко- 
вою землею й містерії «Великого льоху» ще не 
розв'язано. 


Ситуація з поширенням туберкульозу 
Україні практично вийла з-під контролі 


Наталя Мусієнко 

(Радіо «Свобода»)--Ситуація з поширенням 
туберкульозу в Україні практично вийшла 3-під 
контролі. Порівняно з минулим роком кількість 
тих, хто помер від цієї недуги, збільшилася на 
1096. Про це 23 березня йшлося в Міністерстві 
охорони здоров'я напередодні Всесвітнього дня 
боротьби з туберкульозом. 

Основну групу хворих на туберкульоз форму- 
ють, перш за все, безробітні, робітники, медичні 
працівники та пенсіонери. Лікарі звертають увагу 
на те, що тепер повернулися колись забуті гостро- 
плинні форми туберкульозу, від яких помирають 
молоді люди, діти та підлітки. 

Зростає кількість хворих у закладах пенітенціяр- 
ної системи - вони є основним розсадником ін- 
фекції. Небезпечне те, що подальша доля звіль- 
нених в Україні практично не прослідковується. 
Відтак вони стають відкритим джерелом актив- 
ного туберкульозу. 

24 березня - Всесвітній день боротьби з 
туберкульозом. Згідно з даними Всесвітньої 
організації охорони здоров'я, епідемічна ситуація 


загострилася в усіх країнах світу, особливо в 
европейському регіоні. Дуже багато хворих на 
туберкульоз реєструється в Східній Европі. 

Упродовж останніх 10 років смертність від 
туберкульозу в Україні зросла майже втричі. 
Назагал по Европі цей показник сягає 3090. 
Однак в Україні ситуація ускладнюється низьким 
рівнем життя та соціяльного забезпечення. Тому 
европейська спільнота вже не раз наголошувала 
на тому, що якщо в Україні ситуація і надалі 
буде практично безконтрольною (а відтак держава 
перетвориться на розсадник інфекційних захворю- 
вань), то це може вплинути на міжнародні відно- 
сини між европейськими державами та Україною. 
. В Україні запроваджується стратегічна система 
боротьби з туберкульозом під назвою «ДОТЦ 
(ООТ5)-терапія», яка працює в країнах, що 
розвиваються, та мають мало позитивні резуль- 
тати. Про це заявив заступник директора In- 
ституту пульмонології Академії меднаук України 
Василь Мельник у переддень Всесвітнього дня 
боротьби з туберкульозом. 


Акваторію Порту забруднено нафтопродуктами 


(«Медіа Простір») Розлив дизельного палива 
стався в нафтогавані Одеського порту під час 
бункерування танкеру «Армата», зафрахтованого 
грецькою компанією, - повідомила головний 
спеціялість обласного управління з питань НС 
Лідія Янковська. 

Площа забруднення акваторії гавані склала 
приблизно 2500 квадратних метрів. 

В роботах з очищення гавані були задіяні 2 
судна-нафтосміттєзбірника та борт з матросами- 
підводниками для обстеженя борту «Армати». 


Лідія Янковська повідомила, що за станом на 8 
ранку 21 березня забруднення ліквідовано. 
Причина аварії і винуватці встановлюються. 

У той же час заступник капітана порту 
Володимир Оробінський спростував інформацію 
про розлив судном дизельного палива. Він 
повідомив, що на поверхні води була «райдужна 
плівка» загальною площею не більше 300 
квадратних метрів, і відзначив, що вона могла 
з'явитися навіть у результаті занурення якоря 
судна у воду. 


4 - 17 Квітня, 2001 


Ukrainian Мем5/Українські Вісті April 4 - 17 


Cabaret program participants, (І-г) Harry Ewanchuk, Andrew Hladyshevsky, Christina Cherneskey, Al 


Kachkowski, Maura Cipywnyk, Dr. Dmytro Cipywnyk. 


Shevchenko 


Foundation 


holds fundraiser in Saskatoon 


(UCFTS)—The Saskatchewan Friends of the 
Shevchenko Foundation — Saskatoon Chapter spon- 
sored their fourth annual event in Saskatoon to benefit 
the Foundation recently at St. George’s Youth Centre. 
More than 200 people attended the festive event and 
were entertained by 75 performers. 

Christina Cherneskey of 650 NTR News Talk Radio 
acted as MC and opened the formal portion of the pro- 
gram. In his opening remarks, Harry Ewaschuk, chair- 
man of the organizing committee, elaborated on the 
beauty of the Ukrainian culture and the significant strug- 
gle Ukrainians have had retaining their culture. 

Al Kachkowski, Development Coordinator, intro- 
duced the President of the Shevchenko Foundation, 
Andrew Hladyshevsky of Edmonton. Hladyshevsky is 
active in the Ukrainian Professional & Business Club 
and choral musical groups and currently serves as Chair- 
man of the Boards of Governors of both the Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra and the Francis Winspear Centre 
for Music. He also serves as a Director of the $29 mil- 
lion Canadian Race Relations Foundation. 
Hladyshevsky is a lecturer at the University of Alberta 
and is the author of several legal articles and books. 

Hladyshevsky stressed the importance of us leaving 
a meaningful legacy to the future generations of Ukrain- 
ians in Canada. He paid tribute to the late Morris 
Cherneskey, the former chairman of the Friends of the 
Shevchenko Foundation, for his contribution of volun- 
teer services to the Shevchenko Foundation and his 
prominent role in the Ukrainian community. 

Hladyshevsky then presented grant cheques to three 
organizations. Coming forward to receive the cheques 
were: on behalf of the Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood 
of Canada, Eparchial Executive, Paul Bunka, President; 
the Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, 
Michael Sorochka, President and the Lastiwka Choir, 
Patrusia Rudy, President; the Prairie Centre for the 
Study of Ukrainian Heritage, Dr. Bohdan Kordan, Ex- 
ecutive Director. 

Dave Mysak, President of the Ukrainian Professional 
& Business Association, made a cheque presentation 
as a donation on behalf of the Association to the 
Shevchenko Foundation. In his remarks he mentioned 
that this was the second consecutive year that the As- 
sociation had presented a cheque. He recognized the 
Foundation’s work as being instrumental in the task of 
developing and promoting Ukrainian culture in Canada. 

Michael Gregory, President of the New Community 
Credit Union presented a cheque on behalf of the Board 
of Directors. He mentioned that the relationship between 
the Credit Union and the Shevchenko Foundation has 
been a long and fruitful one. 

Kachkowski explained the concept of the Kobzar 
Fellowship. He stated, “The Kobzar Fellowship is a 
program which recognizes and honours individuals who 
have thoughtfully pledged, to the Shevchenko Founda- 
tion, a bequest through their last will and testament, or 
have provided a deferred gift through their planned giv- 
ing portfolio.” 

Hladyshevsky then inducted the newest member of 
the Kobzar Fellowship Dr. Victor Buyniak. Dr. Buyniak 
is using a life insurance policy with the Shevchenko 


Foundation named as beneficiary in order to provide 
the Foundation with a generous deferred gift. Dr. 
Buyniak is retired from the University of Saskatch- 
ewan where he was a professor of Slavic languages. 
He was presented with the special lapel pin worn only 
by Kobzar Fellowship members. 

Dr. Dmytro Cipywnyk appealed to the audience 
members to make a contribution to the Shevchenko 
Foundation that evening. Speaking in both Ukrainian 
and English, he said, “We should be proud of being 
part of the community, which supports this event and 
the ideals of the Foundation. The growth on your fi- 
nancial contribution is converted into cash, which goes 
to the continuation and evolution of Ukrainian culture 
in Canada. In the conclusion to his remarks he stated, 
“You, your children, grandchildren and future genera- 
tions of Ukrainians in Canada will be the fortunate and 
happy beneficiaries of your investment!” 

Stefan Franko paid a special tribute to the late Mor- 
ris Cherneskey on behalf of the organizing committee. 
He referred to Cherneskey as a “person who could be 
counted on for excellent advice on Ukrainian matters.” 
Franko concluded his remarks by stating, “The late 
Morris Cherneskey was a dedicated Ukrainian. The 
Ukrainian community has lost one of its outstanding 
leaders!” In a final tribute, everyone present then rose 
and sang ““Vichnaya pamyat” (Memory Eternal) led by 
the Lastiwka choir. 

The MC drew attention to the new photographic 
exhibit entitled “Friends of the Shevchenko Founda- 
tion — Activities” that was prepared by volunteer Judy 
Anne Chabun. ; 

Cherneskey then introduced the highlight of the 
evening, the cabaret performance of the Yevshan Danc- 
ers and Pavlychenko Dancers & the Lastiwka Choir 
and Orchestra. The groups are under the direction of 
Vitalij Sorokotiaguine, Serhij Koroliuk and Larry 
Klopoushak respectively. She stated, “Rarely do these 
three premiere groups appear on the same stage, but 
they are doing so tonight for your enjoyment and the 
benefit of the Shevchenko Foundation.” 

The 40-minute performance began with a colourful 
welcome dance by the Pavlychenko Dancers in their 
multi-regional array of costumes. Lastiwka entertained 
with renditions of several folk songs with a full com- 
plement of singers accompanied by their four-piece 
orchestra consisting of accordion, two violins and a 
bass. Each of the dance groups performed an additional 
number before the Yevshan Dancers concluded the 
program with their rousing Hopak. 

In her concluding remarks, Christina Cherneskey 
mentioned that both the Yevshan, Pavlychenko and 
Lastiwka groups are past recipients of Shevchenko 
Foundation grants and that they were excellent am- 
bassadors for the Ukrainian culture as well as inspir- 
ing examples of the quality groups that are supported 
by the Shevchenko Foundation. She made a final ap- 
peal for attendees financial support. 

A total of $6,485 in donations was credited to the 
event. Kachkowski, while announcing the progressing 
donations total during the course of the evening, ex- 
tended expressions of gratitude to the donors. 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


Hot Bread Daily 
at Old Sale Price 


10646 - 97 Street 424-4830 
4118 - 118 Avenue 474-2229 
7910 - 118 Avenue 474-9891 


Visit our Deli at each of these locations 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 
Радісних Великодніх Свят! 
CHRIST IS RISEN! 


from 
ST. PETRO MOHYLA INSTITUTE 


A Ukrainian Orthodox Students' Residence 


"Ensuring Our Future Through Commitment to Youth" 


Lilia Kompritchevska, Executive Director 
Tom Plishka, Chairman 


1240 Temperance St., Saskatoon, SK S7N OP1 
Tel.: (306) 653-1944 Fax: (306) 653-1902 Res.: (306) 244-9184 
E-mail: mohyla@sympatico.ca 


Happy Easter! 


From the only 
Shevchenko Museum 
in the Americas! 


Visit us on the Internet at 
infoukes.com or 

Taras Shevchenko Museum 
1614 Bloor St. West 

Toronto, Ontario 

M6P 1A7 


OVER 1000 SOLD 
MILLENNIUM FESTIVAL VIDEO, EDMONTON MAY 7,2000 


NOW AVAILABLE 


3" Millennium 


MAIL ORDER FORM 
AUUC National Millennium Festival Souvenir Video Tapes 


Address 


Сі Prov. 
Postal Code 


, ee eee ee ee 
MILLENNIUM FESTIVAL VIDEO TAPES р 


Mail Order То: 
AUUC FESTIVAL SOUVENIRS 
14615 - 124 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5L 3B2 
Phone.: (780) 455-8695 Fax: (780) 453-2948 
E-mail: auuckobzar@compusmart.ab.ca 


Please make Cheques Payable to AUUC FESTIVAL SOUVENIRS 
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Радісних Свят 
Христового Воскресення! 
Христос Воскрес! 


xs 
VY" 203, 10348 - 176 St. 
Edmonton, АВ Т55 113 


PHONE: (780) 451-3020 
FAX: (780) 451-3027 


John & Mary Anne 
GULAYETS 
Darlene 
METCALFE 


Cecile Your inaurance Во BRE AU eONDs 
OLYNYK O LIFE INSURANCE. 
Janice fx ving I ses Si іно 
KLECKNER Providing Insurance Services Since 


We Continue to Serve Ukrainian Customers 
Ми дальше обслуговуємо українських клієнтів 


Delton Branch 


12809 - 82 St., Edmonton, AB TSE 259 
Tel.: 496-2100 
Ruth: 496-2338 


Your Ukrainian Banking Centre 
Ваш Український Банковий Центр 


CAPITAL CITY SAVINGS 


© 


XPHCTOC BOCKPEC! 
Дирекція, керівництво і персонал 
Ощадно-Кредитової Спілки 
«Карпатія» бажає всім членам 


РАДІСНИХ ВЕЛИКОДНІХ СВЯТ! 


HAPPY EASTER! 
to all our members from the Board 


of Directors, Management and Staff 
of Carpathia Credit Union. 


CHRIST IS RISEN! 
at: www.carpathiacu.mb.ca 


Зі світлим празником Христового 
Воскресення бажаємо радости, 
щастя та кріпкого здоров'я всім 
нашим клієнтам та цілій 
українській громаді. 


' 


в ттіапаватт»мм 


MARKET DRUGS MEDICAL LTD. 
Supplies and Pharmacy 


10203 - 97 St., Edmonton, Alberta T5J 015 
Ph.: (780) 422-1397 Fax: (780) 426-6179 
www.marketdrugsmedical.com. 
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Вшануймо пам'ять Петлюри 
в 75-ту річницю його смерти 


Президія Світового Конгресу Українців звер- 
тається до української громади у світі вшанувати 
віковічну пам'ять про Великого Сина України 
Симона Петлюру. 

У травні цього року сповниться 127 років від 
дня народження, а одночасно й 75 років трагічної 
смерті Отамана військ Української Народної 
Республіки, Голови Директорії і Президента УНР, 
бл. п. Симона Петлюри. 

В історії українського народу, після Гетьмана 
Ївана Мазепи мабуть не було подібної національної 
постаті, на яку Москва виявила стільки оскаженої 
люті та ненависті, як на Симона Петлюру. Москва 
розпізнала в ньому не лише політичного і 
військового лідера, але прозорливого мислителя 
та будівничого української державності. 

Симон Петлюра був уроджений політик- реаліст, 
який вірив у певну перемогу української правди. 
Иого кредо було: безмежна віра у те, що ідея і 
лад УНР були не випадкові і не позичені, а 
зроджені з духовності українського народу та, 
що вони є вічноживучі й непоборні. 

Симон Петлюра знав українську душу, знав 
історію української спадщини минулих віків 
України. «...Я знаю, говорив він, нашу історію, 
знаю сили українського народу та спорошеність 
і не спаяність його і я не роблю собі ілюзій», 
але він твердо вірив у потенційні сили українсь- 
кого народу і невтомно кликав український народ 
до єдності і державної слухняності. Він був воро- 
TOM політичного і партійного крутійства в розбу- 
дові української держави і постійно твердив, що 
«нація більша за кляси, вища за партії». Постійно 
нагадував українському народові, що «...зневір'ю, 
розчаруванням не може бути місця у нас, коли 


на довгі роки вирішується доля України». 

Він був непоборним соборником. Його провідна 
роля у проголошенні Акту Соборності 21-го 
січня 1919 року є ярким прикладом його 
соборності. Він був непримирним ворогом 
Москви. «...Чим скоріше, він говорив, в нашому 
народі скристалізується почуття незалежності 
від Москви, тим скоріше ми матимемо самостійну 
Україну». Велика заслуга Симона Петлюри в 
справі національного політичного формування 
свідомості в українському народі в його історічній 
промові перед воїнами армії УНР 26-го листопада 
1919 року, де сказав: «...Ми вступили на арену 
в історії тоді, коли весь світ не знав, що таке 
Україна. Єдиною боротьбою упертою і безком- 
промісовою ми показали світові, що Україна є, 
що її народ живе і бореться за своє право на 
свободу і державну незалежність». 

Москва добре знала, яку небезпеку для неї 
таїть в собі Симон Петлюра і незалежна Україна. 
І от надійшла рокова година: 25-го травня 1926 
року, на вулиці Парижа сім куль мерзенного 
агента Москви Шварцбарта, відбирають життя 
у Великого Сина України - Петлюри. Сьогодні 
Петлюри ще немає в Україні. Він ще не 
повернувся, але його заповіти живі, і сьогодні 
Україна болюче чекає на їх завершення. 

Закликаємо українські громади по цілім світі 
вшанувати пам'ять Симона Петлюри організуючи 
публічні доповіді, семінари і відправляючи 
панахиди в церквах. Цементуймо українську націю 
в ОДНО. 

За Президію Секретаріяту СКУ: 
Аскольд Лозинський - Президент 
Віктор Педенко - Генеральний Секретар 


Сім тисяч років тому Крим 
не був півостровом 


Василь Зілгалов 

(Радіо «Свобода»)- -Низка наукових часописів 
світу оприлюднили у останні тижні досить 
сенсаційні наслідки досліджень дна Чорного моря 
американськими геологами Уїльяма Райяна та 
Уолтера Пітмана. Зокрема, журнали «Нешенел 
Джеографік» та «Сайенс монітор», матеріяли 
яких передруковують у ці дні в Европі, наводять 
деталі цих підводних чорноморських експедицій 
американських дослідників. 

У публікаціях відзначається, що на основі 
досліджень українських геологів давно було 
відомо, що 20 тисяч років тому Чорне море 
мало набагато нижчий рівень і було просто 
прісним озером, яке поповнювало свої водні 
запаси за рахунок тенення льодовиків. Але 7,9 
тисяч років тому сталася катастрофа, яка 
перетворила Чорне море на солоний басейн, 
який, як доводять американські геологи Пітман 
і Райяна, піднявся на 168 метрів вище 
попереднього рівня і зрівнявся з Середземним 
морем від якого до катаклізму був нижчим на 
160 метрів. Підводні дослідження американців 
при допомозі власного підводного човна HP-1 
стали можливими лише після холодної війни і 
вони доводять цю гіпотезу на основі досліджень 
глибинного шельфу Чорного моря. Зокрема, на 
глибині саме 168 метрів поблизу турецького 
Синопа американський дослідник Роберт Баллард 
нещодавно відшукав підводні пляжі і прісноводні 
мушлі, яких нині у Чорному морі не має. 
Американські геологи вважають ці дослідження 
лише початком системних і сподіваються на 


допомогу країн чорноморського басейну. 

Автори цього проєкту доводять, що 7,5 тисяч 
років тому, унаслідок триваючих впродовж 
чотирьох останніх століть дощів, хвилі 
Середземного моря подолали гірський бар'єр, 
який відокремлював їх від Чорного моря, і 
катастрофа почалася саме у долині Боспору. 
Щоденно протікало до басейну колишнього 
прісного озера понад 25 кубічних кілометрів 
води, це у 200 разів більше від водотоку Ніагари. 
Швидкість водної маси досягала 80-100 кілометрів 
на годину. Так змальовують американські геологи 
біблійний Ноєвий потоп. Вони зауважують, що 
на відміну від названих у Біблії сорока днів цей 
потоп тривав аж сорок років. Можливо що 
археологи відшукають пляж, де Ной будував 
свій ковчег і це не буде дивним, адже ж гора 
Арарат, до якої пристала Ноєва експедиція 
знаходиться поблизу Чорного моря. 

За згаданими дослідженнями виглядає так, що 
Крим не був до потопу півостровом, а просто 
гірською грядою у глибині тодішньої суші. Після 
потопу сталося чимало змін і у рельєфі історичної 
України. Не дивно, що у джерелах, зокрема у 
давньогрецьких - Геродота і Страбона, ці землі 
називають країною островів. Зокрема, є 
археологічні свідчення, що велика територія по 
Дніпру від сучасного Києва аж до Умані і на 
захід до Південного Бугу була великим островом, 
на який мандрівникам не так то просто було 
потрапити. Але дослідження слідів Всесвітнього 
потопу, який 7,5 тисяч років тому зачепив і 
Україну, тривають. 


Завершилася візита доповідача ПАРЕ 


Надія Степула 

(Радіо «Свобода»)--30 березня Завершилася 
візита до України доповідача Парляментської 
Асамблеї Ради Европи Ганне Северинсен, яка 
мала в Києві численні зустрічі з представниками 
владних структур та політичних сил. Северинсен 
готує доповідь про ситуацію в Україні - перед 
тим, як ПАРЕ буде розглядати звіт української 
делегації про виконання зобов'язань України перед 
Радою Европи. 

Северинсен не деталізувала, яким буде загальний 
тон її доповіді у Страсбурзі. Проте видно, що 
йдеться про наступне. У червні ПАРЕ буде 


обговорювати, як Україна виконує свої 
законодавчі зобов'язання, на кшталт ухвалення 
нових Цивільного та Кримінального кодексів. 
Зробити це Київ обіцяє Страсбургу уже три 
роки. Парляментарі запевнили доповідача ПАРЕ, 
що до червня вони таки встигнуть ухвалити усі 
потрібні закони та кодекси. Але вже у квітні 
ПАРЕ готується обговорити стан зі свободою 
слова в Україні у контексті справи Гонгадзе. 
Северинсен вважає, що значного просування 
тут не помічено і важливо, щоб до розслідування 
долучилося федеральне бюро розслідувань США. 
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Gongadze case reflects struggle 
for nation’s future, Zlenko says 


By Robert McMahon 

(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Foreign Minister Anatoliy 
Zlenko has portrayed the controversy over a journal- 
ist’s death as a struggle between extremist political 
groups and a reformist government. 

Zlenko told reporters at the United Nations March 
20 that President Leonid Kuchma’s political opponents 
on the extreme left and extreme right are upset with his 
government’s pro-European policies. He said they are 
using the unsolved murder of journalist Heorhiy 
Gongadze to try to undermine Kuchma. 

Zlenko said Kuchma’s opponents prefer closer ties 
with Russia and Belarus rather than integration into 
West European multinational structures. 

“This is a fight for the change of political course of 
my country and our dilemma — as we follow these 
manifestations and demonstrations — our dilemma is 
to continue our efforts to get on the way toward Europe 
or European integration, or to go back again to the 
former, not former, to the new union created by the 
Russian Federation and Belarus.” 

Zlenko said that Ukrainian government prosecutors 
had made some mistakes in the early stages of their 
investigation of the Gongadze case. The United States 
and the European Union have expressed concern about 
the inquiry. 

Zlenko also said Kuchma was committed to carrying 
out a transparent investigation into Gongadze’s death. 
He told reporters that a team from the U.S. Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) recently left Ukraine af- 
ter failing to make progress. He said Gongadze’s fam- 
ily had refused to cooperate fully with FBI experts. 

The foreign minister said that when he took office in 


October, he found Ukraine’s foreign policy going in 
many different directions. He said he has worked to 
orient Ukraine’s foreign policy firmly in the direction 
of Europe. 

“We are looking for European integration. We would 
like to establish excellent relations with different Eu- 
ropean infrastructures, like the European Union, OSCE, 
NATO. We see ourselves as a European country be- 
cause we respect very much the European values.” 

But media monitoring groups in the West say Ukraine 
has increasingly restricted the work of independent 
journalists. The media representative for the Organi- 
zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe, Freimut 
Duve, said earlier this month that Ukraine seeks to 
control media through ownership or economic pres- 
sure. 

The New York-based, non-governmental Commit- 
tee to Protect Journalists said in a report this week that 
libel suits and physical attacks continue against the 
small number of Ukrainian journalists willing to re- 
port independently on issues such as corruption. 

Zlenko acknowledged that Ukraine, as a country in 
transition, faces some challenges in developing open 
media. Part of the problem, he said, is rooted in old 
perceptions about the role of the press. 

“We are a new State with Soviet stereotype, abso- 
lutely, with Soviet mentality and Soviet stereotype.” 

The foreign minister said Ukraine was eager to work 
with democratic states to enact both political and eco- 
nomic reforms. He welcomed the recent announcement 
by U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Carlos Pascual that 
the United States would provide $750,000 in grants to 
help bolster independent media. 


Powell urges transparency in Gongadze case 


(RFE/RL)—U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell met 
with Ukrainian Foreign Minister Anatoliy Zlenko in 
Washington on March 27. 

“Powell] expressed our concerns about the case of 
the missing journalist [Heorhiy Gongadze], the need 
for a full, open, and transparent investigation, and said 
that we were prepared to cooperate in helping with that,” 
State Department spokesman Richard Boucher said the 
same day. 

Boucher added: “The secretary expressed our firm 


support for Ukraine’s independent destiny.... He ex- 
pressed our support for democracy, for freedom of the 
press, for the free enterprise system in Ukraine, and 
said we would continue to work with them and en- 
courage that course.” 

Zlenko brought a letter inviting FBI experts to Kyiv 
to help investigate the Gongadze case. 

Earlier this month, a team of FBI experts returned 
from Kyiv empty-handed because of a dispute between 
the prosecutor-general and Gongadze’s mother. 


‘For Truth!” appeals to Diaspora 


(UkrNews)—The All-Ukrainian Civic Resistance 
Committee “For Truth!” is asking members of the 
Diaspora and citizens of Ukraine who live abroad, to 
create foreign branches of Civic Committees “For 
Truth!”, 

In an appeal issued on the internet, the anti-presiden- 
tial opposition group asks foreign committees to do the 
following tasks 

¢ To support and conduct Committee activities (ap- 
peals, round tables, seminars, pickets, manifestations 
etc.) in your locations; 

« To create informational centers and conduct infor- 
mational sessions on behalf of the CC “For Truth!”; 

«То promote activities aimed at supporting the ideas 


and tasks of the committee within official institutions 
and international organizations, and also amongst the 
mass media and the widest number of people within 
society in the countries in which you live; 

« To organize the collection of resources for the sup- 
port of educational and informational projects of the 
Committee as well as to ensure the transparency and 
accountability of their use. 

The coordination of activities of representatives of 
the CC “For Truth!” will be carried out by the interna- 
tional coordinator of the Secretariat of the CC “For 
Truth!” 

“Fight and you shall overcome! God will help you!” 
stated the appeal. 


Reporters Without Frontiers urges Smirnov 
to stop violence against journalists 


(Kyiv Post)—The international organization Report- 
ers Without Frontiers in a statement has urged new In- 
terior Minister Yuri Smirnov to put a stop to the vio- 
lence against journalists, the Interfax news agency re- 
ported on March 27. 

“Nine murders of journalists committed in the last 
five years have yet to be cleared up. There have been 
dozens of cases of attacks and threats against journal- 


Kuchma appoints new governors 


to Lviv, Zaporizhia oblasts 


(Ukrainian News Agency)—President Leonid Kuchma 
told journalists on March 26 that he has appointed new 
governors to head the Zaporizhia and Lviv oblasts. 
Kuchma appointed Yevhen Kartashov governor of the 
Zaporizhia oblast and Mykhailo Hladiy governor of the 
Lviv oblast. Kartashov, 59, was previously an ambas- 
sador to Kazakhstan while Hladiy, 49, was the deputy 
prime minister in charge of the agro-industrial sector. 
The governor posts were vacant for one week after 
Kuchma dismissed them for what analysts have said 
was a failing to show sufficient levels of loyalty to 
Kuchma during Ukraine’s current political crisis. 


ists and intimidation of the press in the recent months. 
This extremely serious situation requires that you take 
immediate decisions against this situation, unless it 
stems from a direct governmental policy,” stated Robert 
Menard, the organization’s secretary general. 

The organization has also requested that the interior 
minister find those who were stalking journalist 
Heorhiy Gongadze and those who are responsible for 
his subsequent disappearance. 

They also drew Smimov’s attention to cases of sev- 
eral journalists who were reportedly shadowed in re- 
cent weeks. 

One of the cases mentioned by Reporters Without 
Frontiers include the case of Ivan Bezsmertny, editor- 
in-chief of the newspaper Tretiy Sektor, who was threat- 
ened several times after publishing articles regarding 
the alleged embezzlement of state funds by a Ukrain- 
ian parliament member. 

Two more cases mentioned by the organization were 
those of the editor-in-chief of the Luhansk-based daily 
21 Vek Yury Yurov and of М. Landyk, 1+1 TV chan- 
nel’s Luhansk correspondent. Both journalists were re- 
portedly beaten and became the targets of death threats 
by local officials, the report said. 
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SBU breaks military export ring) Kuchma may be ready for negotiation 


(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine’s security service (SBU) arrested a group 
of officers attached to the Odesa garrison and accused them of illegally 
exporting sensitive defense equipment, said Southern Region military pros- 
ecutor Petro Kozyr, March 26. Taking advantage of the absence of control 
by superior commanders, a group of junior officers began stealing mili- 
tary equipment. Some time ago, Ukrainian border guards detained a Turk- 
ish citizen who tried to leave the country with spare parts for a Su-25 
Frogleg attack aircraft. Investigation revealed that the spare parts had been 
stolen from a Ukrainian air force central storage facility in Odesa. 


Gazprom sues Ukraine 

(RFE/RL)—Anatolii Podmyshalskii, Gazprom’s representative in Ukraine, 
told Interfax on March 21 that Russia’s gas monopoly has sued Ukraine in 
an international court in order to obtain compensation for 1.1 billion cubic 
meters of gas that Ukraine allegedly siphoned off in the first half of 2000. 
Podmyshalskii did not specify in which court the suit was filed. Accord- 
ing to Podmyshalskii, Ukraine stole 8.8 billion cubic meters of Russian 
transit gas in the first six months of 2000 and has not stopped the practice 
of illegal gas siphoning since then. 


2 million families await living space 

(Eastern Economist)—Over 2 million Ukrainian families are still in line to 
receive residential quarters, said State Construction Committee Chair 
Volodymyr Husakov, March 20. He added that another 17 million Ukrain- 
ians live in conditions close to the minimum considered necessary for main- 
taining decent sanitary conditions. On average, there are 20.1 sqm of dwell- 
ing space for one Ukrainian, while in Europe this figure is 35 sq m. 


Deputies approve commission on clashes 

(Eastern Economist)—The Verkhovna Rada approved a decision to set up 
a special parliamentary commission to investigate the March 9 clashes 
between demonstrators and police in Kyiv. According to the resolution, all 
parliamentary fractions and groups will be represented in the commission. 


Servicemen train for Kosovo 

(Eastern Economist)—The Clover Arch 2001 peacekeeping exercises be- 
gan at the Nova Demba training grounds in Poland March 27. Servicemen 
from the Western Operational Command will participate. Its main objec- 
tive is to prepare servicemen for the next rotation in Kosovo planned for 
the end of July, 2001. In addition to Poland and Ukraine, representatives 
of Lithuania’s armed forces are participating. 
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(JF Monitor)—Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma 
is apparently bowing under the pressure of a growing 
opposition to his rule in the wake of the audiotape scan- 
dal. 

He seems to have grown accustomed to the inevita- 
bility of talks with the right- and left-wing forces, whose 
demands range from transition to a parliamentary re- 
public to his unconditional resignation. 

Even the political centre, consisting mostly of oli- 
garchic clans and career apparatchiks loyal to Kuchma, 
wants negotiations: The political uncertainties and the 
growing popularity of the anti-Kuchma movement have 
made them apprehensive. 

According to various polls, nearly half of Ukraine’s 
population supports anti-presidential protests, and over 
half does not trust Kuchma. 

Under these circumstances, Kuchma is bound to pre- 
fer appeasement to intimidatie@a. On March 26, Kuchma 
met one the opposition’s main demands and dismissed 
Internal Affairs Minister Yury Kravchenko. The pro- 
testers had alleged that it was Kravchenko who engi- 
neered the disappearance of opposition journalist 
Heorhiy Gongadze, missing since last September, and 
then dragged his feet over the investigation. They also 
accused Kravchenko of indiscriminate arrests of young 
people in Kyiv after the anti-Kuchma protest of March 
9 


Yet Kuchma praised Kravchenko for a job well done 
and replaced him with his former subordinate, Yury 
Smirnov, the chief of the Kyiv police. Smirnov was 
behind the maltreatment of the March 9 protestors. This 
replacement was not what the opposition had had in 
mind. 

On March 27, one of the leaders of the National Sal- 
vation Forum (NSF) — the leading opposition force, 
former Deputy Premier for Fuel and Energy Yulia 
Tymoshenko, was released from custody. A district court 
in Kyiv ruled that the Prosecutor General’s Office had 
not had sufficient legal grounds to arrest her on Febru- 
ary 13. Tymoshenko is suspected of forgery, smuggling 
and bribery, but by cleverly positioning herself as “a 
prisoner of conscience,” ruthlessly criticizing Kuchma 
and his corrupt entourage, Tymoshenko is emerging as 
a Ukrainian Jeanne d’Arc, as opposition media have 
already dubbed her. Kuchma, in announcing her release, 
was ostentatiously neutral: He said that he had no right 
to interfere with the courts. 

Tymoshenko was apparently released to appease not 
only the opposition, but also the Council of Europe 
observer, Hanne Severinsen, who arrived in Kyiv to 
monitor the human rights situation. Severinsen met with 
Tymoshenko in the hospital, where she had been ad- 
mitted for a stomach ulcer upon her release from prison. 

While in the hospital, Tymoshenko called on the NSF 
to talk with the authorities, but only on the subjects of 


Kuchma’s resignation and early elections. This was too 
radical a step to let slide. 

Late in the evening on March 30, just a few hours 
after Severinsen left Ukraine, Kyiv city court overruled 
the district court verdict and reconfirmed 
Tymoshenko’s arrest warrant. Such promptness once 
again cast doubt on the independence of Ukrainian 
courts. It was also a strategic mistake. While the re- 
peat arrest will only add to Tymoshenko’s popularity, 
her extreme position would have scared off the mod- 
erate opposition. As it is, now that she has been si- 
lenced once again by force, she will prove a valuable 
rallying point for the many across Ukraine who are 
unhappy with the current state of political affairs. 

Addressing a forum of entrepreneurs on March 29, 
Kuchma announced, for the first time, his readiness 
for a dialogue with the opposition. He proposed four 
candidacies for mediation in such talks: National Se- 
curity Council secretary Yevhen Marchuk; former Pre- 
mier Valery Pustovoytenko; the League of Industrial- 
ists and Entrepreneurs chairman Anatoly Kinakh; and 
former deputy parliament speaker Viktor Musiaka. 

But the NSF rejected all the four candidates. Instead, 
on March 30, it offered its preliminary conditions for 
talks with Kuchma: (1) releasing political prisoners; 
(2) dismissing Marchuk, Prosecutor General Mykhaylo 
Potebenko, Tax Administration chief Mykola Azarov, 
president of the national TV company Vadym 
Dolhanoy, and head of the presidential office 
Volodymyr Lytvyn; (3) recognizing the NSF as the 
democratic opposition; (4) negotiating directly with 
Kuchma; and (5) airtime on state-controlled TV chan- 
nels. 

It also proposed Polish President Alexander 
Kwasniewski as a mediator for the talks. The opposi- 
tion believes that Kwasniewski would be an ideal me- 
diator: He has special relations with Kuchma and is 
the leader of a country with similar experience (in its 
peaceful talks between the Communist authorities and 
the democratic opposition in the late 1980s). 

But Kuchma is not receptive to comparisons and will 
hardly embrace the NSF conditions. At the same time, 
he does not reject the idea of negotiations altogether. 
On March 31, Lytvyn called the NSF demands unreal- 
istic, but admitted that the mediators Kuchma proposed 
were unacceptable because they were so closely con- 
nected to Kuchma. The authorities thus are ready for a 
dialogue, but the format of this exchange is not clear. 

Much will depend on the position of liberal Premier 
Viktor Yushchenko, who refuses to openly back Kuchma 
and who is trusted by the opposition. He does not openly 
sympathize with the NSF either, but this may be only a 
matter of time. Speaking on March 30, Yushchenko re- 
jected the opposition suggestion that he should replace 
Kuchma, describing it as “not constructive”. 


Tax chief Azarov moves into politics 


(JF Мопіїог)- -А new Ukrainian political party, es- 
tablished just a year before the next round of parlia- 
mentary elections (scheduled for March 2002), appar- 
ently has a good chance of winning them. 

Moreover, the leader of this fledgling organization 
— the Party of Regions — has calmly proclaimed win- 
ning the next presidential elections (scheduled for 2004) 
as the party’s goal, and his words are treated seriously. 

This is no wonder, because he is Mykola Azarov, 
chairman of the omnipresent State Tax Administration. 
His party has, in the less than two weeks since its found- 
ing convention, taken control of two Rada factions. Its 
power base is in Ukraine’s economically strongest area, 
the Donbas (Donetsk and Luhansk Regions). The local 
industry accounts for over 20 percent of the national 
GDP, and its managerial elite has long been coveting 
top positions in Kyiv. 

The Party of Regions (PR) is the successor to Party 
of Regional Revival Labor Solidarity of Ukraine 
(PRRLSU), which was formed four months ago as a 
result of unification of five small, but rich parties with 
strong organization. 

On March 3, PRRLSU at its convention changed its 
bombastic name to PR and elected Azarov as the new 
leader. Several political heavyweights from Donetsk 
joined its governing body: Donetsk Mayor Volodymyr 
Rybak, former Acting Premier (1993-1994) Yukhym 
Zyvyahylsky, and former Deputy Premier Valentyn 
Landyk. 

PR leaders find it difficult to explain what is behind 
the ideology of “new centrism” they profess. But Azarov 
claims that his chairmanship was blessed by President 
Leonid Kuchma himself. : 

Kuchma probably sees Azarov’s Donetsk-based PR 
as a counterweight to the Kyiv and Dnipropetrovsk- 
based oligarchs, over whom he has been steadily los- 
ing control since the “tape scandal” erupted late last 
year. 

Azarov is known to have strained relations with both 


the oligarchs and the nationalists, who sympathize with 
Premier Viktor Yushchenko. 

Through counterpoising the three groups, Kuchma 
may regain his strength by emerging as the arbiter. Oth- 
erwise, the weakening Kuchma may really bet on 
Azarov’s party to ensure a peaceful transition of power 
to a successor, who is not yet known, according to the 
Russian Yeltsin-Putin scenario. 

In this case, Azarov’s PR could play the role which 
Sergei Shoigu’s Bear played in Russia in 2000. PR has 
inherited from the stillborn PRRLSU the Solidarity 
faction in the Rada, which is chaired by a former 
PRRLSU co-chairman and current rank-and-file mem- 
ber of PR, chocolate magnate Petro Poroshenko. 

One faction was apparently not enough for Azarov, 
and on March 20 the PR members set up a new one, 
Ukrainian Regions, chaired by Rybak. The two fac- 
tions taken together number 40 people. This is the third- 
largest force in the Rada after the Communists and 
Labor Ukraine — the faction of the Dnipropetrovsk 
elite. 

PR immediately spoilt relations with the former 
Kuchma’s power broker, Oleksandr Volkov, as five 
deputies left Volkov’s Regional Revival faction to join 
Ukrainian Regions. The outraged Volkov accused 
Azarov of foul play. 

Four MPs from Labor Ukraine also defected to join 
Ukrainian Regions. It seems that the faction will con- 
tinue to grow. 

Azarov’s party, as an amalgamation of probably the 
most corrupt element in the state apparatus — the tax 
organs — and the regional managerial elite, has a bright 
future in the Ukrainian political system. The tax or- 
gans, which are not accountable to the cabinet of min- 
isters, have set up a state within a state with a solid 
internal hierarchy and a stable source of income — the 
fines and bribes, collected from the nascent entrepre- 
neurial class in a society notorious for unstable legis- 
lation and pervasive corruption. 


———— 
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Film made about Ukrainian Voice 


By Carol Sanders, Winnipeg Free Press 

The first editor of one of Western Canada’s oldest 
newspapers would have been shocked at the sight of a 
lieutenant-governor of Ukrainian heritage hosting a 
levee at the legislature to celebrate Ukrainian New Year. 

Back іп 1910, when Wasyl Kudryk launched the 
Ukrainian Voice, not many Manitobans were toasting 
the publication, says filmmaker Bill Wsiaki whose one- 
hour documentary about the Voice will be completed 
this spring. 

“That paper was not afraid to take on anybody,” said 
Wsiaki, whose documentaries have won awards in the 
U.S. and appeared on Prairie Public TV. 

From its tiny offices on Selkirk Avenue to its present 
location on Main Street, the eight-page newspaper has 
taken on both church and state and raised the issue of 
domestic abuse long before it was talked about in po- 
lite society. 

The Voice challenged the province over its decision 
to ban bilingual education in 1916 and was accused of 
Bolshevism and shut down for five weeks for its cover- 
age of the Winnipeg General Strike, Wsiaki said. 

“They had to print parallel columns in English so the 
watchdogs could keep an eye on what it was printing.” 

Around 1918, the Voice argued Ukrainian Catholics 
should be able to practise their religion separately from 
the Roman church, angering some Ukrainians and many 
non-Ukrainian Catholics, said Wsiaki, who was com- 
missioned by the paper to make the one-hour film. 

“Some of the people in Ukrainian Voice were athe- 
ist, but they believed in people’s right to practise their 
own religion. They took it up as a cause to fight for an 
independent Orthodox church in 1918. It was an ex- 
tremely contentious issue,” he said. 

The Voice championed women’s rights and refused 
“donations” from political parties to maintain its jour- 
nalistic integrity even if it meant operating on a shoe- 
string, Wsiaki said. The newspaper’s circulation peaked 
at 22,000 just after the Second World War. 

“The paper and people running the paper were very 
nationalistic and perhaps somewhat radical. Most of 
them were school teachers.” 


Wsiaki said he used a lot of dramatization to bring 
the newspaper to life. He shot some of the scenes us- 
ing an old press at the Mennonite Heritage Village Mu- 
seum. The Prairie Dog Central helped recreate the first 
big wave of immigration from Eastern Europe in 1903. 

Many of those newcomers couldn’t read or write, 
said Wsiaki. The ethnic weekly played a major role in 
teaching them to read. 

“One editor used to walk out to the Tolstoy area with 
a bag of newspapers, another would take a stack on 
the train going east,” said Wsiaki. They’d visit with 
the settlers and read the paper to them. That led to the 
establishment of “reading halls” where people would 
gather to listen to the Ukrainian Voice being read aloud. 
“People learned to read and write,” he said. 

The Voice soon established itself as a newspaper that 
would look out for the interests of Ukrainian people 
and educate them, he said. The first Ukrainian students 
to register for university made big headlines as did all 
the Ukrainians who graduated. 

The Voice could also be sensationalist, said Wsiaki. 
He pointed to ghoulish clippings in the archives about 
children maimed while playing around trains, an en- 
tire family from Ukraine in Stuartburn who died from 
eating poisonous mushrooms and a three-year-old child 
carried off by a 400-pound bear that broke down the 
door of a cabin. 

Wsiaki bets many Ukrainian Manitobans will re- 
member the Voice’s popular advice column, Didyc 
Naum (translated Grandfather Naum). 

The filmmaker interviewed two people in their 90s 
who were correspondents to help tell the story of the 
Voice. 

“These people aren’t going to be around forever,” 
he said. 

Winnipeg radio announcer Roxanne Taylor narrates 
the documentary. Taylor’s Ukrainian background 
helped her with the pronunciation of some of the names, 
said Wsiaki. He expects a public screening of the film 
will be held, but isn’t sure when. 

“T think it’s an interesting story. It should appeal to 
anyone who has an interest in history.” 


Exploring facets of the Ukrainian Canadian past 


(CIUS)—Under the auspices of the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Programme of the Canadian Institute of Ukrain- 
ian Studies, several successful initiatives have been 
undertaken in recent months in the field of Ukrainian 
Canadian Studies. In October, the co-coordinators of 
the programme, Jars Balan and Andrij Makuch, gave 
well-attended talks at St. Viadimir’s Institute as part of 
commemorations marking the centennial of Ukrainian 
settlement in Toronto. Whereas Balan spoke on the rich 
Ukrainian theatrical legacy of the city, Makuch gave a 
fascinating overview of some of the highlights of a cen- 
tury of Ukrainian life on the shores of Lake Ontario. 

More recently, Balan kicked off the 2001 Edmonton 
CIUS seminar series with a presentation entitled: “Cali- 
fornia Dreaming: Ahapii Honcharenko’s Role in the 
Formation of a Pioneer Ukrainian Canadian Intelligent- 
sia.” His talk examined a short-lived commune estab- 
lished in 1902 on Honcharenko’s Hayward, California 
ranch, by activists who figured prominently in the sub- 
sequent development of the pioneer era Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian community. Initiated by the immigration agent 
Cyril Genik, the experiment in communal living only 
lasted a few months before philosophical differences 
and personality conflicts led to its sudden demise. 
Among those who participated in the failed venture were 
Taras D. Ferley and Myroslaw Stechishin, who went 
on to play key roles in the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox 
Church of Canada, and Ivan Danylczuk, an author who 
became a Protestant minister. Although stillborn, the 
brief episode contributed to the political maturation of 
several future leaders of Ukrainian Canadian society. 

The Reverend Honcharenko, of course, is celebrated 


in early American Ukrainian history for having pub- 
lished the newspaper Alaska Herald/Svoboda from 
1867 to 1872. An Orthodox priest from a proud Cos- 
sack family in central Ukraine, Honcharenko — whose 
real name was Andrii Humnytsky — was a social revo- 
lutionary in the Christian anarchist mould and a fierce 
critic of Russian autocracy. Although dismissed by 
some as an eccentric, his singular achievements and 
larger-than-life character have earned him a lasting 
place in the mythology of Ukrainians on the North 
American continent. 

Currently, Balan is focussing his efforts on prepar- 
ing a detailed chronology of Ukrainian theatrical per- 
formances in Canada during the interwar years. A pa- 
per which he recently completed on the connection be- 
tween Vasyl Stefanyk’s classic short story, “The Stone 
Cross”, and an immigrant who homesteaded in 1898 
near Chipman, Alberta, is soon to be published in an 
upcoming issue of the Journal of Ukrainian Studies. 
An article by Balan, on the Ukrainian churches of 
Western Canada, appeared in the January-February is- 
sue of the New York-based Catholic Near East maga- 
zine. 

In addition to these activities, the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Programme has commissioned research toward 
the writing of the second instalment of the three-vol- 
ume CIUS history of Ukrainians in Canada. At the same 
time, a conference in honour of the 25th anniversary 
of the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies is being 
planned for the spring of 2001. It will focus on Ukrain- 
ian cultural and organizational life in Canada from the 
1920s to the 1940s. 


Deputies overwhelmingly approve budget code 


(Eastern Economist)—After long deliberations, the 
Verkhovna Rada adopted the third reading of the Budget 
Code on Mar. 22. 291 deputies voted in favor of ap- 
proval — well above the 226 votes required to see the 
code passed. 

The Budget Code outlines procedures of budget set- 
tlements through the State Treasury and not through 
the Finance Ministry, as was previously the case. 

It also sets uniform rules for drafting central and 
local budgets and allows central and local budgets to 
be drafted simultaneously. 

The Budget Code prohibits amending the budget 
without relevant evaluations by the Finance Ministry 
and the Rada Budget Committee. The Budget Code also 
sets a deadline of Aug. 15 for introducing laws on the 
basis of which budget revenues will be drafted. 


The code also allows towns with populations over 
of 800,000 to obtain external loans. 

However, the Budget Code does not fully regulate 
relations between central and local budgets. Deputies 
decided that inter-budgetary relations will be fully regu- 
lated by the new Self-Government Code. 

During the adoption of the state budget 2001, the 
government proposed reforming inter-budgetary rela- 
tions and allowing the central government to determine 
the structures of local budgets. 

However, these proposals were rejected by repre- 
sentatives of the regions and certain fractions within 
the Rada majority. The structures of budgets for local 
self-government are currently determined by regional 
councils. 
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Shevchenko dissatisfied with tie 


(Ukrainian Soccer News)—Despite his 32nd goal of the season, grant- 
ing Ukraine a draw against Wales March 28 in Cardiff, Andriy Shevchenko 
is dissatisfied. 

The Rossonero striker won’t give himself a moment’s peace, because 
the road to the World Cup is getting very complicated, with Poland way 
out in front with 13 points, 5 more than Ukraine. 

“This draw was not the best result because we already got one at home 
to Belarus,” he explains 
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Ukraine falls to third place 
in World Cup qualifiers 


(Ukrainian Soccer News/Reuters/UkrNews)— 
Ukraine — widely expected to finish first in its World 
Cup qualifying group when competition began last year 


“We are hoping to gain ground in the next few games. Last night I played | — has now slipped to third and is in grave danger of 
in a position which was further back than usual, I did score a goal, but I | not making it past this round. 


should do more. It was a very important match in terms of qualification”.w 


Briefly 


Ukraine wins in recurve 

(UkrNews)—Ukraine beat the United States 258-241 in the women’s jun- 
ior teams recurve finals at the World Indoor Archery Championships, in 
Florence, Italy, March 24. Ukraine also won the men’s teams recurve title, 
defeating France 260-258. 


Lebed second in half marathon 


Following a scoreless tie with Belarus in Kyiv March 
24 and а come-from-behind 1-1 draw in Cardiff, Wales, 
March 28, Ukraine finds itself five points behind leader 
Poland and two points behind second-place Belarus. 

“No need to fall into despair. Nothing bad has hap- 
pened,” said Football Federation of Ukraine President 
Hryhori Surkis, talking with journalists over the phone 
following the Wales match 

The national team showed a “decent game at mo- 
ments” and it is still only halfway through the sched- 
ule, he noted. 

National team showed “at moments decent game” 
and all teams traveled only one half of the qualifying 


Kenya’s Patrick Ivuti captured the Stramilano half marathon for the sec- | stage. 


ond straight year, winning easily March 31 ahead of Ukraine’s Serhiy 


At the same time he conceded that the Ukrainian na- 


Lebed. Ivuti finished the 13.1 miles in 1 hour, 49 seconds. Lebed was the | tional team still has a lot problems. One of them is the 


runner-up the previous week in the long course at the World Cross Coun- 
try Championships in Belgium. He was followed in third place by Italy’s 
Giuliano Battocletti. 
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formation of a new midfield line. 

Surkis said he believes that level of the game of the 
national team will improve by the beginning of June as 
the domestic championship progresses and national 
team will be able to win its two qualifiers against Nor- 
way and Wales. 

At the same time assistant coach Leonid Buriak who 
attended the press conference in place of head coach 
Valeri Lobanovsky announced that UNT once again 
experiences problems with finding sparring partners for 
friendlies that are planned for the end of April, begin- 
ning of May. 

He also said nothing had been decided in the group 
yet, despite the fact that Poland and Belarus were clear 
at the top. 

“We’ve lost quite a few points but we still have some 
games left to play and it might change yet. 

“We’ ve been unlucky in these games against Belarus 
and Wales — we should have scored more goals from 
the chances we created. 

“But nothing is settled yet. Ukraine will still give their 
utmost to get through.” 


Ukraine 1, Wales 1 

Andriy Shevchenko scored the equalizer in the 52nd 
minute to give Ukraine a 1-1 draw March 28 at Wales 
in their Group 5 World Cup qualifier, reported Reuters. 

The draw gave Ukraine eight points in the group with 
four for Wales. Poland leads the group with 13 points. 

John Hartson put the home side ahead in the 12th 
minute with his third goal in two games for Wales, a 
close-range volley after the ball was flicked on by Gary 
Speed. 

Shevchenko scored in the 52nd as Andrei 
Nesmachnyi got down the left side and drilled a low 


cross into the six-yard (meter) box, with Shevchenko 
pushing it home. 

The draw damaged Wales’ hopes of making its first 
World Cup final in five decades. Victories March 28 
by Poland and Belarus — and the away point for 
Ukraine — left Wales’ chances of finishing second 
hanging by a thread. 


Ukraine 0, Belarus 0 

Ukraine was held to a 0-0 draw by Belarus on March 
24 in a World Cup European group five qualifier after 
failing to capitalize on their domination, reported 
Reuters. 

With Poland beating Norway 3-2 in Oslo, Ukraine 
and Belarus both needed a win to stay close to the Poles 
at the top of the group, and the draw did little for either 
side’s chances of reaching the finals for the first time. 

Ukraine created a number of clear openings for star 
strikers Andriy Shevchenko and Serhiy Rebrov but al- 
though the Ukrainians, roared on by a partisan home 
crowd, sprayed the ball around well in midfield, they 
lacked the imagination to break the deadlock. 

The best chances fell to Shevchenko, who shook off 
a challenge from Belarus’s Alexander Ostrovsky in the 
torrid final minutes and bore down on the Belarus 
goalmouth, but the AC Milan striker’s close-range ef- 
fort was cleared >from the goal-line. Spanish referee 
Juan Fernandez Marin showed three yellow cards, two 
to Ukraine and one to Belarus, all in the second half 
which also saw Ukrainian Defender Yuri Dmitrulin of 
Dynamo Kyiv stretchered off in the 77th minute. 

“Today’s match was a tough one,” said Volodymyr 
Veremeiev, Ukraine’s assistant coach. “We came in as 
favorites to win. However Belarus played very well 
— especially their midfield. 

“We are happy with the dedication of our players 
but not with their individual performances. We have a 
long way to go in improving our game,” he added. 

“We wanted to show our best and what we are 
worth,” noted Belarus Head Coach Eduard Molofeev. 

“God had chosen a draw and I am satisfied with it.” 


World Cup 2002 Qualifiers 
European Group 5, 
Standings as of March 28, 2001 

Р У ро LF АзРі5 
Poland 5 4 1. 0313. 43) 
Belarus 5 fs) 1 1 7 6 10 
Ukraine ee ewe | 6 6 8 
Wales 5 0 4 1 5 6 4 
Norway 5 0. --27 5 Зно. 
Агтепіа 5) 09 2 8 Sie 2 


Fans arrested following post-soccer brawl 


(Kyiv Post)—Ninety-six people were detained in 
Kyiv on March 24 in connection with brawls that broke 
out following a World Cup soccer match between the 
Ukrainian and Belarusian national teams, the ITAR- 
TASS news agency reported. 


Police said two people were injured in the fracas af- . 


ter the teams played to a 0-0 draw. 
About 150 people were involved in the brawl, which 


took place near a ticket office at the entrance to Kyiv 5 
central stadium. 

Police detained 11 Ukrainian and 85 Belarusian fans 
in connection with the fighting, during which the ticket 
office window was smashed, the report said. 

Dozens of fans also clashed a half-hour before the 
match, AP reported. Police detained about 40 fans, and 
several people were injured. 


Klitschko overpowers Jefferson in two rounds 


By Fabian Weber 

(Universum Box-Promotion)—Wladimir Klitschko 
solidified-his extraordinary position in the game of box- 
ing with an impressive and spectacular knockout vic- 
tory, March 24. In the bout of the “Giants Of Steel” 
Klitschko knocked down his American opponent Der- 
rick Jefferson three times inside five minutes to defend 
his WBO heavyweight world title successfully. 

A left hook in the opening round dropped the 260 Ib. 
fighter from Detroit who suffered a swollen left eye 
early for the first time. A brutal right hand that sounded 
in the ears of the 8000 spectators at Munich’s Rudi- 
Sedimayer arena scored the second and heaviest knock- 
down. 

After Klitschko dropped Jefferson once again with a 
left hook referee Rudy Battle didn’t allow the dazed 
and beaten American to continue and waved the fight 
over 51 seconds before the end of the round. 

“Now I know how bad defeat can taste. I have no 


excuses”, Jefferson said who enthused about his great 
preparation before the bout. “But I will come back.” 

“Before the fight Jefferson said this would be the 
funeral of my brother”, an indignant Vitali Klitschko 
said who rushed to the corner of the beaten Jefferson 
in anger and snapped at him in English language. “I 
never realized such an unsportsmanlike athlete before. 
But as we saw it was not the funeral of my brother but 
the funeral of Jefferson’s hopes to defeat a Klitschko.” 

“If Lennox Lewis wants to call himself undisputed 
champion he also has to fight other champions”, pro- 
moter Klaus-Peter Kohl said after the successful title 
defense of his charge. “He has to fight Wladimir who 
set new standards tonight. And he is still improving. 
For Vitali the course is set as well. He is number 2 at 
the WBC right behind Mike Tyson.” 

For Wladimir Klitschko it was the 36th victory in 
his 37th contest, 33 of them by knockout. Jefferson 
lost for the third time in 27 professional contests. 
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Hryvnia weakens in reaction to 
Kuchma’s appeal for devaluation 


(Kyiv Post)—Reacting to President Leonid Kuchma’s 
appeal to central bankers to weaken the Hryvnia, 
Ukraine’s national currency, on April 2 the Hryvnia 
devalued rapidly on the interbank currency market, wire 
reports said. 

While the April 2 trade session opened at Hr 5.4192/ 
5.4225/USD, by 1 p.m. the exchange rate reached Hr 
5.43/5.4350/USD, the Ukrainian News agency reported. 
But intervention by the National Bank of Ukraine was 
expected, and no trading occurred at Hr 5.4350/USD, 
the director of the NBU’s currency regulation depart- 
ment Serhy Yaremenko told the Ukrainian News 
Agency. 

The NBU sold $23 million on April 2 at Hr 5.4198/ 
USD, satisfying demand. 

Kuchma has instructed NBU to revise its foreign 
exchange policy in line with the projected inflation rate 
of 13-14 percent to support national exporters. 

The president put forward the initiative at a special 
congress of the Ukrainian Alliance of Industrialists and 
Entrepreneurs, Novecon reported. 

Supply on the Ukrainian forex market has recently 
exceeded demand from national importers, resulting in 
a gradual appreciation of the hryvnia rate. 

Under existing rules, only commercial banks that 
service import contracts have the right to purchase hard 
currency on the local market, which artificially curbs 
demand for dollars. 

Last year, the hryvnia depreciated by a modest 4 per- 
cent against the dollar, while annual inflation ran at an 
impressive 26 percent. 

Since the start of this year, the hryvnia rate has inched 


up by 0.2 percent against the dollar, with inflation hit- 
ting 2.1 percent for the period, the Novecon report said. 

While the NBU has not made a decision on Kuchma’s 
appeal, the government announced it does not support 
hryvnia devaluation. 

Economy Minister Vasyl Rohovy noted that the 
hryvnia rate fell sharply in 1998-1999, which negated 
its gains made last year, according to Ukrainian News. 

“For now, we have a reserve. Our currency unit was 
devalued too much in 1998,” said Rohovy. 

Finance Minister Thor Mytiukov said that inflation 
has declined significantly so far this year. 

A stable exchange rate under conditions of a high 
inflation rate last year caused the real value of the 
hryvnia to strengthen. 

According to the Economy Ministry’s forecast, in- 
flation will not exceed 3 percent in the first quarter as 
opposed to the earlier predicted 5-6 percent. 

“TJ до not see a large disproportion in the trends that 
have formed on the money and currency markets,” 
Mytiukov said. 

However, both ministers admitted that the potentially 
dangerous influence of a stronger hryvnia on the eco- 
nomically important-export sector must be considered. 

At the same time, they expressed confidence that it 
is still too early to talk about this problem, and it should 
be considered in the future. 

Mytiukov suggested that the president’s statement 
should be understood as a warning. 


JKX Oil and Gas to challenge 
Ukraine on Poltava Petroleum stake 


By Andrea Felsted, Financial Times 

JKX Oil and Gas, the UK exploration and produc- 
tion company, said it was challenging the threatened 
expropriation of its Ukrainian assets by a Ukrainian state 
agency. 

The company said that along with the British gov- 
ermment and the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, it was working towards a resolution of 
its stand-off with the State Property Fund of Ukraine. 

The Supreme Arbitration Court of Ukraine has is- 
sued an interim order, valid until June 15, banning the 
State Property Fund of Ukraine from making any 
changes to the shareholding of Poltava Petroleum Com- 
pany. 

JKX has a 49 per cent stake in this company through 
its subsidiary JP Kenny Exploration and Production, 
and has been attempting to register an increase in its 
shareholding in the company to 66.2 per cent. 

Earlier, the State Property Fund of Ukraine, the owner 
of a 25 per cent stake in PPC, had attempted to expel JP 
Kenny from the company, and give its interests to 
Naftogaztchnologia, a private Ukrainian group owned 


by two offshore companies registered in Austria and 
Cyprus. 

Both JP Kenny and the State Property Fund of 
Ukraine are attempting to increase their stakes follow- 
ing the liquidation of PoltavaGasprom, which owned 
a 26 per cent stake in PPC, in 1999. 

Paul Davies, chief executive said: “This is an issue 
of JKX’s investment but also part of a wider plan of 
stabilization in the Ukrainian energy market.” 

He has described the expropriation as highly illegal 
and tantamount to piracy. 

He said it was important for the matter to be resolved 
so that JKX could reach agreement to export the gas it 
produces in the Ukraine to markets outside of the 
former Soviet Union. 

JKX had already scaled back its investment in 
Ukraine, he said. It had intended to invest US$8 mil- 
lion in the region last year, but spent only $3.5 million 
because it feared for the safety of its Ukrainian assets. 
It drilled one well in the region, but has postponed the 
drilling of a second well. JKX spent £4 million on ex- 
ploration last year. 
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Ukraine leads CIS in industrial growth 

(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine recorded the highest growth in industrial 
output in Jan.-Feb. among CIS countries, or 16.7%. Second place was 
taken by Kyrgyzstan with 15.4%, followed by Tadjikistan with 12.9%. 
Russia was 8th with 3.1%, while Georgia was last with a decline in output 
of 13.5%. Ukraine’s GDP for this period grew by 7.6%. 


Over 1 M have land rights 

(Eastern Economist)—’As of Mar. 21, state acts for the right to own pri- 
vate land were issued instead of land shares certificates to 1.079 million 
citizens or 16.63% of all certificate owners,” said State Land Resources 
Bureau Head Anatoliy Danylenko, March 30. Danylenko also said the 
figure would increase to 1.3 million before April 1. According to him, the 
exchange will be finished in two-to-two-and-a-half years. 


Court orders UES director’s release 

(Eastern Economist)—Pechersk district court of Kyiv approved а resolu- 
tion on satisfying the plea of lawyers Viktor Shvets and Borys 
Nechyporenko to secure the release of United Energy Systems of Ukraine 
Director Petro Prystoromko, March 29. Pursuant to the resolution, 
Prystoromko is to be released immediately. The Prosecutor General’s of- 
fice detained Prystoromko on Feb. 3, and charged him with abuse of power 
in UES’s relations with the Russian Defense Ministry. 


Instability frightens foreign investors 

(Eastern Economist)—The unstable political situation in Ukraine is scar- 
ing away foreign investors who had planned to buy Ukrainian enterprises, 
said State Property Fund chair Oleksandr Bondar, March 21. Bondar said 
that political instability in the country caused one of the US companies in 
the Selmy tender to drop out, and two other companies to decline to par- 
ticipate in the tender for RivneAzot. The SPF must raise Hr 5.9 Buen for 
the state budget from privatization in 2001. 


Barter export falls 69% 

(Eastern Economist)—The volume of goods exported on barter terms in 
Jan. 2001 fell 69% compared to Jan 2000, to US$7 million, reported the 
State Statistics Committee, March 23. Barter exports were only 0.6% of 
total exports for that month. the largest barter operations were made in 
mineral fuels, crude oil, petroleum products, rubber and rubber goods, 
and paint and dyes. 


SPF announces oil tender 

(Eastern Economist)—The State Property Fund announced a tender for 
the sale of a 45.85% stake in LisichanskNafto Produkt with a starting 
price of Hr 5.44 million. The tender conditions include implementing a 
reconstruction program, introducing modern technologies and preserving 
jobs and the enterprise’s profile. LNP specializes in wholesale and retail 
sale of oil and petroleum products, and storage and automobile loading 
services. 


Variah to be completed 

(Eastern Economist)—Ukrainian shipbuilders will assist in finishing con- 
struction on the heavy aircraft carrier cruiser Variah, which Ukraine sold 
to China 76% complete, said Mykolayiv Oblast Administration Head 
Oleksiy Harkusha, Apr. 2. Specialists state that this could influence 
Ukraine’s relations with the US and Russia, as the carrier was purchased 
by China with the intention of turning it into an entertainment centre. A 
group of Ukrainian experts who worked on the vessel are preparing to 
depart to a Chinese naval shipyard to finish it. 


Ukraine’s potential cited as huge 


(Eastern Economist)—US Ambassador to Ukraine Carlos Pascual and 
Michael Bleyzer, President and CEO of Sigma Bleyzer, an American/ 
Ukrainian Investment Banking Group, and Chairman of the International 
Private Capital Task Force for Ukraine, gave a major briefing about Ukraine 
in Washington, D.C., March 29. YY 

Pascual urged those watching Ukraine not to lose sight of the longer] Р = 
term objectives of developing a strong, independent, market economy in | : 
Ukraine. | 

Bleyzer emphasized that Ukraine is at a major crossroads regarding its 
economic development and said Ukraine must have a major increase in 
foreign direct investment if it is to move forward rapidly in its economic 
development. 

He said potential in Ukraine is huge and that his company and others 
are very optimistic about the country’s future. 


Canada continues to support farm sector 


(Eastern Economist)—Canada and the International Finance Organi- 
zation will continue to implement the Land Privatization and Farm Reor- 
ganization Project through Dec. 31, 2001, said Canadian Ambassador to 
Ukraine Derek Fraser, March 29. 

The project was initiated by the IFC at the request of the Ukrainian 
government in 1995, and since 1998 has been financed by the Canadian 
Government and the Canadian International Development Agency. 

Project Head Leah Soroka said her team plans to focus on monitoring, 
analyzing and participating in drafting legislation and assisting Ukraine 
in introducing effective legal mechanisms. 
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Zakarpattia flood victims pick up the pieces 


By Katya Cengel, Kyiv Post Staff Writer 

Olena Halas tore the floorboards from the first floor of 
her brand new house in the Western Ukrainian village of 
Variyevo. She isn’t sure if she will put them back. 

When construction on the house’s second floor is finished 
she and her family will abandon the first. 

“We are afraid to stay here,” said Halas standing in the 
first floor’s only dry room where she, her husband and their 
three children now live. 

The family began construction on the house after their 
first house was washed away during severe flooding in 1998. 
They were nearly finished when their youngest daughter, 12- 
year-old Christina, came home from school on March 5 in 
tears after being told the water was rising again. 

Two days later the water was up to the roof and the family 
was forced to evacuate. It was the second time in three years 
that the village’s approximately 3,500 residents found their 
world afloat. Located in the multi-ethnic area shared by Hun- 
gary, Ukraine, Slovakia and Romania in the Transcarpathian 
mountains, the village found itself at nature’s mercy March 5 
when melting snow and heavy rainfall caused the Tisza river 
to overflow. 

As of March 27 nine people had died, 33,509 buildings 
had been flooded, 16 roads damaged and 5,124 people had 
been evacuated. A similar flood hit the region in November 
1998, but water levels this time were about a metre higher. 

Both floods caught residents and local authorities unpre- 
pared. 
“The 1998 flood was the kind that only happens once every 
100 years,” says Vasyl Iltyo, head of the coordinating depart- 
ment of renovations in Transcarpathia oblast. 

This year’s flood was also a 100-year flood. 

While officials explain that the floods were unexpected 
and unprecedented, residents are trying to piece their lives 
back together and prepare for the next flood. On Halas’ street 
everyone walks around in rubber boots and lives on the sec- 
ond floor. 

“We never used to have floods,” said Iryna Miles, presi- 
dent of Mukachevo city Red Cross in the Transcarpathia 
oblast. “It is obvious something is wrong.” 

But no one seems to know exactly what. 

Iltyo blames unusual weather patterns and a quick change 
in temperature. The week prior to the flooding there was one 
meter of snow in the mountains and the temperature was be- 


low zero. Then the weather warmed and two to three times 
the average monthly rainfall fell in just two days. The still- 
frozen earth was unable to absorb the water. 

“Usually the earth absorbs 57 percent of the water as it 
travels down the mountain,” Шеуо said. 

This year no water was absorbed. Instead, it came rushing 
down the mountain as fast as skiers and proceeded to over- 
flow and destroy several dams and flood 238 villages. Addi- 
tional flooding occurred two weeks later when a dike in Hun- 
gary burst, flooding 10 more Ukrainian villages. 

(Ed. Note: One of the reasons cited for no water being 
absorbed is the massive clear-cutting of Carpathian forests 
which occurred between 1992 and 1998 as business interests 
sold off the lumber to Western Europe for millions of dollars. 
For more on this see the front-page Radio Svoboda Ukrain- 
ian-language story "Споти vynykayut katastrofichni poveni 
па Zakarpatti?”’) 

Inadequate dams are also believed to have played a part in 
the catastrophe.“The dam locks in that region were all built 
for different reasons at different times,” explained Oleksandr 
Deziron, deputy head of the department for use of water 
sources in Ukraine. 

Deziron explained that dams intended to protect fields are 
now protecting buildings, and are not high enough. In addi- 
tion, the ever-changing borders in the region mean the ori- 
gins of the dams are hard to trace. 

Those areas where dams were repaired after the 1998 flood 
remained dry, lending credit to Deziron’s theory. In 1998 the 
city of Mukachevo was flooded but this year the dams stood. 
Miles explains that all the bridges and dams in Mukachevo 
were renovated after the 1998 flood. A dam constructed by the 
Swiss government also saved the city of Khust from flooding. 

But prevention is not just locating the cause; the problem 
must also be remedied. After the 1998 flood Halas was told 
that six metres of her land would be taken to renovate the 
village dam. 

It wasn’t for lack of effort. Local authorities did what they 
could but Iityo explains they were only given haif of the funds 
required to carry out flood prevention. For road repairs, they 
were only given 30 percent of the required amount. The gov- 
ernment still owes them Hr 9.7 million for humanitarian help 
given out after the first flood. 

During the 1998 flood almost all the houses on Halas’s 
block were destroyed. Made of saman — homemade clay- 


and straw bricks — the houses simply melted when the water 
came. The government provided money for residents to re- 
build with stronger material but the money was not enough. 
Most of the houses remain half finished. Some may never be 
completed. 

“A lot of people from our street decided to leave,” say 
Halas. є 
In addition to repairing damaged dykes, roads, bridges and 
buildings the government will meet with Hungarian, Roma- 
nian and Slovak officials in August to discuss further preven- 
tive measures. One suggestion is building reservoirs, which 
would be able to hold more water than the current system of 
dams. But Iltyo admits he has no idea when construction 

would be started or how it would be financed. 

In addition to providing humanitarian help in the form of 
food and other goods, the international community is also 
looking for preventive measures. The United Nations Devel- 
opment Program (UNDP) believes deforestation in the moun- 
tains, especially illegal logging, is one of the major causes of 
flooding. 

Jeremy Ziebart, a UNDP environment assistant in Ukraine, 
explains that the forest canopy catches snow, thus keeping it 
from the ground. Ziebart and his colleagues are currently 
working on a paper that proposes ways to preserve the natu- 
ral ecosystem in the area and combat deforestation. 

“We want to look at long term prevention because you 
can’t control the weather,” explains Ziebart. 

While Шуо maintains that cutting trees is tightly regu- 
lated and less widespread than it used to be, he admits it may 
have contributed to flooding in certain areas. But he main- 
tains the primary cause remains the weather. 

What caused the flooding is not the greatest worry for 
Variyevo residents; whether it will happen again is. When 
asked if the floods will come again next year, Iltyo says it is 
hard to tell. 

That’s not much assurance for Katya Bogdanova, whose 
floors have still not dried from the first flooding. Bogdanova’s 
single-story house survived both the first and second flood 
but not without considerable damage. 

. The three-room mud soaked house resembles an ancient 
hut more than a home. Her furniture is spread in the yard; she 
has nowhere else to move it. Her daughter has just had a lung 
removed and would not survive living in such a damp house. 
But the family has no place to go. 
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